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and  some  of  the  coins  it  contained 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 

- -  A  Collectors  Universe  Company - 


On  March  25  your  editor  (QDB)  and  Mrs.  Editor  (Christie)  were  guests  at  the 
beautiful  wedding  of  Maureen  Clark  and  Patrick  Walsh.  The  event  was  held 
at  the  Mount  Washington  Hotel  in  New  Hampshire,  which  in  1944  was  the  site  of 
the  Bretton  Woods  Monetary  Conference  (the  "Gold  Room"  in  the  hotel  is  spe¬ 
cially  marked  today). 

It  is  possible  that  this  "grand  hotel,"  built  in  1902,  may  host  an  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  conference  next  year.  If  so,  a  treat  will  be  in  store  for  all. 

Photographs  on  this  page,  all  snapped  by  Harvey  Roehl  (another  wedding 
guest),  include,  clockwise  from  the  top:  •  Cover  of  brochure  issued  by  the  ho- 
l  tel.  •  Christie  and  Dave  on  a  veranda  in  the  hotel,  with  mountains  in  the  back- 
\  ground.  •  A  snapshot  of  two  other  visitors  to  the  hotel,  in  1906,  as  featured 
i\  on  an  old  postcard.  •  View  of  the  hotel  taken  on  March  25,  2000.  •  Dave's 

\  ^  finger  pointing  to  a  silver  dollar  coin  slot  on  an  antique  pay 

V  /  ' — telephone,  circa  1898,  in  the  hotel  lobby.  •  Dave  at 

v  /  ^**,*,**++a^^  the  telephone. 
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From  Dave's  Desk 


Welcome  to  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  135.  In 
the  pages  are  many  interesting,  indeed  excit¬ 
ing  coins  for  sale,  a  large  offering  of  useful 
books,  and  various  articles,  "fillers,"  and 
other  things.  I  am  sure  you  will  find  some 
special  items  to  add  to  your  collection.  As  al¬ 
ways,  quality  is  the  byword.  When  we  buy 
coins  for  inventory,  we  are  very  "fussy,"  often 
examining  many  coins  to  find  just  one  that 
meets  our  requirements  for  having  a  proper 
numerical  grade  plus  excellent  eye  appeal  for 
the  grade  and  variety  plus  being  a  good  value 
for  the  price  paid.  This  takes  a  lot  of  work. 
We  are  one  of  those  rare  businesses  in  which 
our  inventory  virtually  sells  itself,  with  most 
of  our  effort  going  into  buying.  Most  other 
lines  of  endeavor  are  just  the  opposite:  the 
supply  of  merchandise  is  endless,  and  all  ef¬ 
fort  is  spent  on  selling  it! 

Each  and  every  coin  is  actually  available 
as  of  press  time.  However,  many  coins  are 
one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock,  and  items  tend  to 
sell  quickly.  With  this  in  mind,  if  you  can  pro¬ 
vide  alternate  choices  this  will  help  us  com¬ 
pletely  fill  your  order  (second  choices  will 
not  be  used  unless  the  first  items  are  sold).  At 
the  other  end  of  the  telephone,  or  awaiting 
your  letter,  fax,  or  e-mail,  are  Gail  Watson 
and  Janet  Lavertue,  as  always,  plus  a  new 
addition  to  our  Direct  Sales  Department, 
Debbie  Blinn  McDonald. 

You  may  be  interested  in  knowing  that 
no  staff  member  is  paid  on  a  commission  ba¬ 
sis,  and  thus  is  not  forced  to  sell  you  anything. 
Our  staffers  are  eager  to  help  you  with  your 
requirements.  For  quite  a  long  time -in  fact. 
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ever  since  I  began  in  the  rare  coin  business  as 
a  young  teenager  in  1953-1  have  found  it 
best  to  describe  coins  accurately,  to  price 
them  reasonably,  and  then  offer  them  to 
knowledgeable  buyers.  We  try  to  give  a  full 
measure  of  value  —  and  more.  It  is  for  this  rea¬ 
son  that  once  collectors  "discover"  Bowers 
and  Merena,  they  tend  to  remain  customers 
for  the  rest  of  their  collecting  lives. 

The  hobby  of  numismatics  is  growing 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  The  new  state-reverse 
quarter  dollars,  the  Sacagawea  (should  be 
spelled  Sacajawea,  we  are  told)  dollars,  the 
international  spread  of  the  Internet,  the  entic¬ 
ing  offerings  of  rare  and  not-so-rare  (usually) 
coins  on  television  shopping  programs,  and 
other  factors  have  drawn  millions  of  newcom¬ 
ers.  Years  ago  numismatics  was  called  "the 
world's  greatest  hobby."  And,  it  still  is.  How 
many  other  hobbies,  or  pastimes,  are  there 
that  can  offer  the  thrill  of  the  chase  and 
which  affords  endless  hours  of  reading  plea¬ 
sure  and  contemplation?  And,  further,  a 
beautiful  collection  carefully  acquired  and 
held  over  a  period  of  years  has  the  potential 
of  being  a  fine  investment. 

Numismatics  is,  of  course,  the  hobby  (or 
science,  or  art,  or  whatever)  of  collecting 
coins,  tokens,  medals,  and  paper  money.  The 
numismatist  acquires  such  pieces  in  a  me¬ 
thodical  manner  for  whichever  series  he  or 
she  is  interested  in.  In  the  course  of  buying 
and  cataloguing  thousands  of  collections  for 
inventory  or  auction  I  can  state  that  no  two 
collections  have  ever  been  the  same.  To  be  a 
numismatist,  it  seems,  is  to  be  an  individual, 

Feature  Articles 

Those  Amazing  "War  Nickels" . 8 

by  Tom  LaMarre 

And  Yet  in  Numismatics,  Here  We  Are . 14 

by  Joel  ].  Orosz 

A  Ton  of  Books  for  $1,415 . 45 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Critique  and  Commentary . 61 

by  Robert  Obojski 

Virgil  Brand:  A  Collector  of  Legend . 55 

by  Tom  DeLorey 


to  be  distinctively  different. 

Coin  collecting  can  contribute  to  your 
personal  life  as  well.  Having  a  close  numis¬ 
matic  acquaintance  or  a  favorite  dealer  is  like 
having  a  fine  friend.  Here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
things  1  do  is  write  letters  to  clients,  answer 
questions,  and  check  out  interesting  aspects  of 
numismatic  history.  Every  day  is  enjoyable, 
and  I  could  not  have  picked  a  finer  profession. 

If  you  like  gold  coins,  check  out  the  de¬ 
scription  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Gold 
Type  Set  Club  introduced  in  this  issue.  I 
think  this  is  a  great  way  to  build  a  beautiful 
collection. 

Enjoy  this  issue  of  The  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view.  Give  Gail  Watson,  Janet  Lavertue,  or 
Debbie  McDonald  a  call  to  order  the  coins 
you  would  like,  or  ask  for  Mary  Tocci  or 
Donna  Badeau  in  our  Publications  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  books  you  want  to  add  to  your 
library.  Before  you  know  it,  a  nice  package 
will  arrive  from  us! 

Thank  you  for  your  business.  We  all  ap¬ 
preciate  it! 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 

Subscribe  Today! 

A  12-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Com  Reinew, 
and  The  Coin  Collector,  plus  five  Grand  Format y  auction 
catalogues  produced  by  Auctions  bv  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena,  Inc.  (with  prices  realized),  and  special  offers  and 
mailings.  A  value  of  over  $200  if  purchased  separately! 

Domestic  Subscription . $145.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (via  first-class  mail) . $200.00 

Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail) . $250.00 

For  Instant  Sendee  Call 
1-800-222-5993  (orders  only,  please ) 

General  inquiries  and  in  NH  (603)  569-S095 
24-Hr.  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 
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Colonial,  Copper  &  Nickel  Coins 


Colonial  and  Early 
American  Coins 

Colonials  include  coins  and  tokens  made  in  early 
America  as  a  medium  of  exchange,  tokens  made  in 
Great  Britain  for  use  in  our  young  nation,  and  com¬ 
memorative  items  including  tokens  depicting  George 
Washington.  These  have  always  been  of  prime  inter¬ 
est  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  over  the 
years  we  have  handled  our  share,  and  perhaps  even 
more,  of  notable  collections  and  prime  rarities. 

Basic  information:  The  field  of  colonial  and  early 
American  coins  includes  many  different  issues.  The 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  is  as  good  a  passport 
as  any  to  gaining  basic  knowledge.  Beyond  that, 
Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colo¬ 
nial  Coins  offers  much  information  between  two 
covers,  and  at  a  reasonable  price  (check  our  Books  for 
Sale  section).  Further,  if  your  interest  becomes  spe¬ 
cialized,  there  are  a  number  of  excellent  monographs 
and  studies,  some  of  which  are  out  of  print  and  oth¬ 
ers  which  are  easily  obtainable.  If  you  are  interested 
in  history,  an  absolute  must  is  Sylvester  S.  Crosby's 
1875  work,  The  Early  Coins  of  America,  available  in  re¬ 
print  form. 

1723  Breen-155.  Wood's  Hibernia  halfpenny.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  A  high  grade  specimen  of  this  popular 
issue.  Hand-picked  for  quality . 495 

Hibernia  (the  ancient  name  for  Ireland)  copper  pieces  of 
the  1722-1724  years  were  made  under  patent  by  William 
Wood,  creator  of  the  Rosa  Americana  coinage.  Although  some 
may  have  come  to  America,  most  probably  circulated  in  the 
British  Isles.  W.C.  Prime  in  Coins,  Medals,  and  Seals,  1860, 
noted: 

"The  money  failed  in  Ireland,  and  large  quantities  of  it 
were  sent  on  speculation  to  America,  where  it  probably  failed 
as  well.  Even  at  the  present  day  these  pieces  are  frequently  to 
be  found  in  circulation  in  our  country." 

The  present  writer  takes  the  last  sentence  with  a  large 
grain  of  salt  and  has  encountered  no  corroborative  evidence 
that  Hibernia  coins  were  in  pocket  change  circa  1860,  but  much 
if  not  most  of  the  numismatic  community  believes  these  to  be 
American-related  issues. 

1723  Wood's  Hibernia  farthing  (1/4  of  a  penny). 
Breen-172.  DEI.  GRATIA.  REX.  EF-45.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  with  traces  of  lustre  remaining. 
These  pieces  were  struck  in  quantity  and  intended 
to  be  circulated  in  Ireland  (Hibernia  is  the  ancient 
word  for  Ireland),  but  some  accounts  state  that 
quantities  were  shipped  to  America;  hence  they 
are  collected  with  the  American  series  today. 385 
1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-2b,  Breen- 


1107.  Pointed  Rays,  Small  US.  VF-20.  Smooth 
medium  brown  surfaces  show  a  touch  of  olive. 
An  attractive  example  of  a  popular  type  from 
among  the  fascinating  copper  issues  of  this  de¬ 
cade . 495 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Maris  33.39-SI.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original 
planchet  surface  characteristics  are  still  visible  on 

the  high  points.  Outstanding  quality . 695 

1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  planchet.  Plain 
edge.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Some  reverse  striking  weakness  at  the  cen¬ 
ter,  as  nearly  always  seen  for  this  variety. 
Intermediate  die  state  with  a  cud  attached  to  the 
upper  left  edge  of  the  clock  but  not  yet  affecting 

the  D  (GOLD) . 875 

Mott  notes:  In  several  venues  we  have  expressed  the 
opinion  that  there  is  a  likelihood  that  the  1789-dated  Mott 
tokens  may  represent  pieces  struck  at  a  later  date,  such  as  1839, 
this  being  the  golden  anniversary  of  the  firm's  1789  founding. 
We  were  led  to  believe  that  a  Mott  token  exists  that  was  made 
by  striking  over  an  1839  United  States  copper  cent.  However, 
upon  further  investigation,  the  overstrike  has  failed  to  mate¬ 
rialize,  and  we  are  now  told  that  it  is  not  an  overstrike  at  all. 
Thus,  our  current  thought  is  that  the  1789-dated  Mott  token  was 
made  no  earlier  than  1807,  as  the  eagle  design  seems  to  be 
copied  from  the  eagle  first  used  on  $5  gold  coins  of  this  year. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  in  many  early  citations  we  have 
encountered,  including  Bushnell's  1858  work  on  tokens  and 
W.  Elliot  Woodward's  catalogues  of  the  1860s,  there  are  no 
allusions  to  the  1789  Mott  token  being  of  a  later  date  than  1789. 

Splendid  Kentucky  Cent 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Breen-1155.  Plain 
edge.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
of  this  popular  variety;  the  edge  style  usually 

seen . 1,495 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Breen-1157. 
Lancaster  edge.  MS-63  BN.  153.9  grains.  PAY¬ 
ABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON  OR  BRISTOL 
on  edge.  Several  times  scarcer  than  the  plain  edge 
variety . 1,095 

The  name  of  this  token  is  derived  from  the  position  of  the 
initial  K  at  the  top  of  the  pyramid  design  on  the  reverse.  For  a 
long  time  in  American  numismatics  such  pieces  were  called 
"triangle  cents." 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Breen-1157. 

Lancaster  edge.  EF-45 .  325 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Type  of  Breen-1156 
to  1158.  Lettered  edge.  MS-60  RB  (PCGS).  Edge 
lettered  PAYABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON 
OR  BRISTOL.  An  exceptionally  nice  example  with 
a  generous  quotient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare  so 
fine! . 985 


Ironically,  to  see  the  lettered  edge  of  this  token  you  will 
have  to  break  it  out  of  its  PCGS  holder! 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  and  Lee  cent.  Breen-1035.  AU-55 

(PCGS).  In  the  late  1850s,  when  coin  collecting  was 
just  beginning  to  become  popular  in  America,  the 
1795  was  considered  to  be  the  rarer  of  the  two  Tal¬ 
bot,  Allum  &  Lee  dates.  Today,  it  seems  that  more 
of  the  higher  grade  pieces  are  dated  1795  and  more 

of  the  lower  grade  coins  are  dated  1794 .  675 

The  partnership  of  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee,  formed  in  1794 
and  operated  only  until  1796,  was  composed  of  William 
Talbot,  William  Allum,  and  James  Lee,  who  engaged  in  the 
India  trade  in  lower  Manhattan  at  241  Pearl  Street.  Tokens 
dated  1794  and  1795  bearing  the  standing  figure  of  Commerce 
on  the  obverse  and  a  fully-rigged  sailing  ship  on  the  reverse, 
were  struck  in  Birmingham  and  imported  into  America.  On 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  they  were  sufficiently  plentiful  at  one 
time  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  gathered  examples  and  cut 
planchets  for  half  cents  from  them,  such  half  cent  emissions 
being  dated  1795  and  1797.  A  detailed  account  is  given  in  Dave 
Bowers'  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards. 

Half  Cents 

This  denomination  provides  a  wonderful  series  for 
the  collector  interested  in  early  issues  of  our  nation. 
Beginning  in  the  very  first  year  of  coinage  at  the  young 
Philadelphia  Mint,  these  small  coins  were  struck  inter¬ 
mittently  through  1857.  Although  specialists  have 
spent  large  sums  collecting  varieties  in  higher  grade 
and  Proof-only  issues,  a  nice  representation  of  dates 
and  types  can  be  acquired  for  a  modest  sum. 

Aside  from  Walter  Breen's  essential  Complete  En¬ 
cyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  other  important 


Ask  to  See  It! 

Any  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be 
sent  to  you  for  approval  inspection.  In 
that  way  you  can  carefully  examine  all 
aspects  of  the  piece.  These  early  coins 
are  very  attractive  and  interesting,  and 
often  in-person  inspection  is  more  re¬ 
vealing  than  are  short  descriptions  in 
the  present  listing. 

Each  coin  has  been  selected  by  your 
editor  (QDB),  Mark  Borckardt,  Gordon 
Wrubel,  Gail  Watson,  Frank  Van 
Valen,  or  Ray  Merena  based  upon  its 
eye  appeal,  overall  quality,  and  value. 
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references  include  the  same  author's  Encyclopedia  of 
United  State s  Half  Cents,  1 793-1857,  and  American  Half 
Cents  bv  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.  Both  specialized  volumes 
serve  the  collector,  Walter  Breen's  for  the  specialist 
contains  virtually  everything  you  may  want  to  know 
about  the  denomination;  Roger  Cohen's  for  the  less 
advanced  collector,  concentrating  on  circulation 
strike  varieties.  A  recent  entry  is  The  Half  Cent  Die 
State  Book  by  Ronald  P.  Manley,  directed  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  student,  however,  also  containing  valuable 
information  for  the  more  casual  variety  collector. 


Superb  1800  Half  Cent 


1800  Breen-lb,  Cohen-1.  Die  state  III.  MS-64  BN 

(NGC).  First  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  design.  Sim¬ 
ply  put,  an  outstanding  coin  in  all  respects.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date,  well  centered,  and  attractive. 
The  glossy  chocolate  brown  surfaces  display 
wisps  of  red  iridescence  in  the  protected  areas. 
This  lovely  near-gem  coin  is  easily  deserving  of 
the  assigned  grade,  and  then  some.  Quality,  this  is 
it! . 6,350 

Most  Mint  State  1800  half  cents  survive  due  to  two  hoards. 
The  first  was  recovered  early  in  this  century  while  the  second 
was  found  in  Boston  in  the  late  1930s.  Prior  to  the  discovery  of 
these  hoards,  Uncircu  lated  half  cents  of  this  coinage  date  were 
considered  rare  as  noted  by  Frossard  in  his  1879  monograph 
on  the  denomination. 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Rarity-2.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-25.  Manley 
State  9.0 . 295 

This  variety  is  arguably  the  most  fascinating  of  any  early 
American  coin,  owing  to  the  reverse  rim  breaks.  Some  ex¬ 
amples  are  known  only  with  light  die  cracks,  occasionally 
almost  imperceptible.  Others  are  known  with  half  of  the 
reverse  border  broken  away.  A  long  progression  of  intermedi¬ 
ate  die  dates  are  known  with  a  few  serious  students  specializ¬ 
ing  in  this  single  variety. 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Rarity-2.  Spiked  Chin.  F-15.  Manley 


State  11.0 . 135 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  VF-30 . 135 

1804  B-ll,  C-12.  Crosslet  4,  No  Stems.  VF-35 
(PCGS) . I . 295 


Beautiful  Mint  State  1806  Half  Cent 
1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  With  Stems.  MS-63  RB 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  Ideal  for  a  type 
set  or  specialized  cabinet . 1,995 


Mint  State  1806  B-4  Half  Cent 
1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  With  Stems.  MS-62  RB 

(PCGS).  Light  obverse  spots  and  central  planchet 


adjustment  marks  noted . 1,750 

1807  B-l,  C-l .  EF-40.  A  high  grade  for  this  date,  as  1807 
half  cents  are  usually  seen  well  worn . 375 

1809/6  B-5,  C-5. 9  in  date  over  earlier  inverted  9  ("6"). 


AU-55  (PCGS).  First  year  of  John  Reich's  so-called 
Classic  Head  design  (which  had  been  used  a  year 
earlier  on  the  copper  cent) . 495 


John  Reich  joined  the  Mint  staff  in  1807  and  immediately 
went  to  work  preparing  new  coinage  designs,  eventually 
revising  every  denomination.  A  few,  such  as  half  dime  and 
quarter  denominations,  were  not  produced  until  several  years 
later.  All  other  denominations  had  new  designs  introduced 
between  1807  and  1809.  The  order  of  new  designs  gives  us  a 
clue  as  to  importance  of  each  denomination.  Half  dollars  and 
half  eagles  had  new  designs  prepared  in  1807,  cents  and 
quarter  eagles  in  1808,  and  half  cents  and  dimes  in  1809. 
Quarters  were  first  produced  with  the  new  design  in  1815  and 
half  dimes  in  1829.  In  1834  Chief  Engraver  William  Kneass 
borrowed  Reich's  Classic  Head  for  use  on  the  new  series  of  gold 
quarter  eagles  and  half  eagles. 


Key  1811  B-2,  C-2  Half  Cent 


1811  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  Close  Date.  VF-30  (PCGS).  A 
lovely  coin.  A  key  date  among  circulation  strike 
half  cents,  and  quite  elusive  when  above  Very 

Good  grade . 2,150 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  An  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity.  Mint  State  1 826  half  cents  are 
very  scarce  despite  the  relatively  modest  price 
increase  over  a  common  date  of  this  type  in  simi¬ 


lar  grade . 1,095 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Rich  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 775 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  desirable  combina¬ 
tion  of  price  and  quality . 245 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 159 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  AU-50 . 125 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  EF-45 . 89 

1828  B-2,  C-3. 13  Stars.  VF-30 . 65 

1828  B-3,  C-2.  Rarity-2. 12  Stars.  MS-61  BN  (NGC). 


Among  the  most  popular,  desirable,  and  curious 
issues  of  the  era.  Heavily  circulated  1828  12-Star 
half  cents  are  the  rule  when  seen  in  the  market¬ 
place,  with  lovely  Mint  State  examples  such  as 
this  only  infrequently  offered.  A  nice  "story  coin" 
that  will  be  a  favorite  in  any  general  collection  or 
cabinet  of  early  coppers . 1,395 

The  missing  star  was  undoubtedly  a  result  of  negligence, 
or  perhaps  too  much  rum  during  the  noon  meal,  as  certainly 
no  design  change  was  intended.  A  parallel  from  the  same 
general  era  can  be  drawn  by  the  1832  $5  gold  rarity  with  just 


12  obverse  stars. 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 119 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  VF-20 . 69 

1832  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 79 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS) . 649 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 145 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Ideal  for  the  date  or 

type  collector . 350 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 89 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  289 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-53  (NGC) . 135 


1835  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  lovely  high  grade 

coin.  Sure  to  please . 595 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 79 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  VF-20 . 69 


1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN 

(NGC).  Verv  scarce  in  this  high  grade,  more  elu¬ 
sive  than  generally  realized.  This  is  the  first  circu¬ 
lation  strike  appearance  in  the  half  cent  series  of 
Christian  Gobrecht's  Braided  Hair  design.  1,195 

Full  original  mint  red  half  cents  of  this  date  may  not  exist, 
and  the  same  can  be  said  for  1853  — although  each  of  these 
dates  is  available  readily  enough  in  circulated  grades  or  even 
lower  ranges  of  Mint  State,  but  with  brown  surfaces 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Raritv-2.  Large  Date.  AU-53 


(NGC) . 235 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Raritv-2.  Large  Date.  AU-53 

(PCGS) . 235 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  EF-45 . 165 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  EF-40 . 125 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  EF-40 . 135 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

brown . 525 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown.  325 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 189 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown 

with  considerable  mint  red . 895 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 
1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  325 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 .  o', 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown.  425 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 129 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 95 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 


1856  B-2,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC).  As  a  date,  the  1856  is  a 
bit  scarcer  than  its  immediately  preceding  con¬ 


temporaries . 189 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  EF-40 .  85 

1856  B-2,  C-l.  VF-30 . 75 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  RB  (PCGS) . 425 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 265 


Large  Cents 

The  large  copper  cents  struck  from  1793  to  1857 
have  always  been  popular,  even  back  to  the  1860s  and 
before.  In  fact,  a  very  well-known  item  among  numis¬ 
matic  literature  collectors  is  the  first  "auction 
catalogue"  issued  by  dealer  Edward  Cogan,  listing 
large  cents  sold  by  him  at  sealed  bid  in  1858.  More 
research  has  been  conducted  and  more  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  about  large  cents  than  perhaps  any  other 
denomination  of  American  coin. 

A  wonderful  organization,  the  Early  American 
Coppers  Club  (which  publishes  an  excellent  newslet 
ter,  Penny-Wise,  edited  bv  Dr  Harrv  Salvards)  i«. 
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central  to  this  interest  and  provides  comments  from 
research  findings  of  importance  to  casual  observa¬ 
tions  of  late-night  gabfests  about  old  coppers. 

In  general,  the  collecting  specialties  within  the 
series  are  as  follows: 

1793-1814:  The  series  of  coppers  covered  in  de¬ 
tail  bv  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon's  1949  work,  Early 
American  Cents,  and  its  revision  in  1958,  Penny 
Whimsy  (by  Sheldon,  updated  by  Walter  H.  Breen 
and  Dorothy  I.  Paschal).  Cents  are  attributed  by  "S" 
numbers  per  Sheldon.  Rarities  include  1793,  1799 
(especially),  and  1804.  The  most  varied  single  date  is 
1794,  which  comprises  65  different  die  varieties  and 
combinations. 

1816-1839:  These  are  the  so-called  "middle  date" 
cents,  a  range  that  includes  no  great  rarities  (so  far  as 
basic  dates  are  concerned,  although  some  die  varieties 
are  rare).  Several  different  portraits  are  found,  includ¬ 
ing  the  homely  (or  beautiful,  depending  upon  your 
viewpoint;  we  like  the  image)  Matron  Head  first  used 
in  1816  and  several  interesting  heads  of  the  1835-1839 
era  by  engraver  Christian  Gobrecht.  Classification  of 
these  cents  as  well  as  later  19th-century  dates  is  to 
Howard  R.  Newcomb's  book.  United  States  Copper 
Cents  1816-1857. 

1839-1857:  The  Braided  Hair  or  Coronet  Head  type, 
by  Christian  Gobrecht.  All  dates  are  inexpensive  and 
highly  collectible. 


An  Unusual  Counterstamp 


David  Shouse  recently  sent  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  a  counterstamped  1813  half 
dollar  in  his  possession,  this  piece  be¬ 
ing  used  in  China  and  counter- 
stamped  there  by  merchants.  While 
tremendous  numbers  of  Capped  Bust 
half  dollars  were  shipped  to  China, 
(typically  through  the  port  of  Canton), 
and  later  melted,  a  few  have  survived 
with  counterstamps  — very  few  — and 
this  is  one  of  them.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  silver  coins  in  the 
China  trade,  the  book  by  Dave  Bowers 
The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804,  may 
be  of  interest. 


Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


There  are  many  other  fine  books  available,  in¬ 
cluding  those  by  William  Noyes,  John  Wright,  and 
Bob  Grellman,  to  give  a  short  list. 

The  beautiful  part  of  cent  collecting  is  that  while 
gem  Mint  State  coins  are  nice  to  have,  there  are  so  few 
of  them  around  that  most  specialists  opt  for  such 
grades  as  Fine,  VF,  EF,  and  AU. 

Good  news  —  but  dare  we  mention  it?!  —  The  mas¬ 
sive  reference  book  on  1793-1814  cents,  years  in  the 
creation  (by  Walter  Breen)  and  the  editing  (by  Mark 
R.  Borckardt  and  a  group  of  consultants  who  could 
fill  the  pages  of  Who's  Who  in  American  Copper  Cent 
Studies),  is  now  in  the  hands  of  our  Graphics  Depart¬ 
ment  and  is  being  laid  out  and  readied  for  printing.  In 
April  at  the  E.A.C.  meeting  in  Cape  Canaveral, 
Florida,  Mark  B.  displayed  a  Xerox  copy  of  the  first 
half  of  the  book,  which  was  gifted  to  him  to  E.A.C.  for 
the  club  auction,  and  was  sold  for  over  $1,000  to  Tony 
Terranova,  who  generously  donated  it  to  the  E.A.C. 
Library. 

More  announcements  concerning  the  availability 
of  the  book  will  be  coming  within  the  next  several 
months,  including  a  pre-publication  offer. 

1795  Sheldon-76b.  VF-20.  Second  type  with  plain 

edge.  Light  tan  surfaces . 695 

1798  S-166.  Second  Hair  style,  Large  8.  VF-25. 
(PCGS).  The  so-called  Whisker  Variety,  from  a  tiny 
hair-like  die  defect  under  Miss  Liberty's  chin.  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  this  popular  date  and  vari¬ 
ety . 1,195 

1798  Large  Cent  S-179 


1798  S-179.  Second  Hair  style.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  very 
attractive  specimen  with  beautiful  brown  surfaces 
and  traces  of  red.  Extraordinary  condition!  In  fact, 

an  extraordinary  coin! . 6,950 

1801  S-213.  F-15 . 435 

1801  S-221.  Corrected  Fraction,  1/100  over  1/000.  VF- 
20.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this  slightly 
scarce  and  ever  popular  error  variety . 495 

After  noticing  his  mistake,  the  engraver  corrected  the 
fraction,  punching  a  1  over  the  first  0  in  the  denominator. 

1803  S-249.  Corrected  Fraction,  1/100  over  1/000.  VF- 

35  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  of  the  popular  error 
fraction  variety.  Deep  tan  and  brown  with  plenty 

of  eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 1,175 

1803  S-249. 1/100  over  erroneous  1/000.  F-15.  Error 
fraction  sharp.  High  grade  enough  to  be  attrac¬ 
tive,  low  grade  enough  to  be  inexpensive . 375 

1803  S-251.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  EF-40  Me¬ 
dium  brown.  Latest  die  state.  Some  very  faint 
porosity  is  noted  for  accuracy,  but  it  is  barely  evi¬ 
dent  to  the  unaided  eye  and  does  not  detract  sig¬ 
nificantly  from  the  overall  quality . 795 


Rare  1803  S-262  Cent  Variety 
Small  Date,  Small  Fraction 


1803  S-262.  Low  Rarity-4.  Small  Date,  Small  Frac¬ 
tion.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  very  elusive  die  variety  in 
any  grade;  especially  so  at  the  Very  Fine  level  of¬ 
fered  here.  An  attractive  cent  you'll  admire  again 
and  again  when  it  is  in  your  cabinet . 2,195 


Exceptional  1809  Large  Cent 


1809  S-280.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  simply  lovely 
example  of  what  may  be  the  most  elusive  date  of 
the  Classic  Head  large  cent  type.  Typically  found 
dark  and  slightly  rough,  this  smooth  deep  tan 
specimen  will  be  an  article  of  great  pride,  a  guar¬ 
anteed  focal  point  in  the  collection  of  its  new 
owner.  Hardly  ever  found  this  nice . 10,150 

An  auction  survey  of  the  Classic  Head  cents  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Pete  Smith  as  part  of  his  study  of  these  coins  and  was 
published  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society  as  part  of  the 
Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  series.  His  study  in¬ 
cluded  over  250  auction  catalogs  from  1975  through  1984  and 
included  the  appearance  of  707  examples  of  the  type.  Of  these, 
78  represented  this  variety,  the  only  die  variety  for  the  year 
1809.  Just  three  appearances  were  graded  Mint  State. 

1813  S-293.  VF-30  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece  and 
a  scarcer  date . 995 

Sharp  1814  Large  Cent 


1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  wonderful, 
sharply  struck  Classic  Head  large  cent  tor  your 
date  or  type  collection.  Glossy  steel  brown  with  a 

splash  of  faded  mint  red  on  the  reverse . 3,995 

1816  Newconib-2.  MS-64  BN  Wonderful  eve  ap 
peal.  A  lovelv  specimen  ol  the  first  \  ear  of  the 
Matron  Head  design— and  a  date  that  is  much 
scarcer  in  this  grade  than  are  the  1818  and  1820 
cents  (all  of  these  being  typically  from  the 
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Randall  Hoard) . 850 

The  Randall  Hoard  consisted  of  a  keg  or  more  of  mint-red 
large  cents  found  beneath  a  railway  platform  in  Georgia 
around  the  time  of  the  Civil  War.  The  pieces  were  dated  1816 
to  1820,  some  of  each  year,  but  mostly  1818  and  1820.  The 
number  of  pieces  was  never  recorded,  but  was  in  the  thou¬ 
sands.  Years  later  these  passed  into  the  hands  of  John  Swan 
Randall,  a  Norwich,  N.Y.  dry-goods  merchant,  who  passed 
some  of  them  out  as  souvenirs  and  trade  stimulators.  Most  of 
the  coins  remained  undistributed  and  went  into  numismatic 
channels,  where  they  became  popular  articles  of  commerce  for 
many  years.  As  recently  as  the  1950s  it  was  not  unusual  to  see 
groups  of  a  few  dozen  Randall  Hoard  cents  together  in  deal¬ 
ers'  stocks  or  collectors'  duplicates.  After  the  great  growth  of 
the  coin  market  in  the  1960s  the  coins  were  widely  dispersed, 
and  today  it  is  unusual  to  see  even  two  or  three  of  the  same 
variety  at  the  same  time. 

1819  N-8.  Small  Date.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous 
red  and  brown.  An  attractive  Randall  Hoard 
cent . 1,050 

Highly  Important  1823/2  Cent 


1823/2  N-l.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate).  A  splendid  piece  that  will  answer  your 
call  for  a  high-grade  example  at  a  reasonable 

price.  A  find . 2,250 

Of  all  cent  dates  in  the  later  series  1816-1857,  the  1823  is  far 
and  away  the  most  elusive.  The  date  occurs  in  two  major 
varieties,  the  1823/2  overdate  as  offered  here,  and  the  1823 
"perfect  date." 

Lovely  1830  Medium  Letters  Large  Cent 


1830  N-6.  Rarity-4.  Medium  Letters.  AU-50 

(PCGS) . 2,350 

1830  N-6.  Rarity-4.  Medium  Letters.  VF-35.  Medium 
brown  with  a  few  tiny  marks  noted  for  accuracy. 
Still,  however,  a  splendid  specimen,  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade,  of  a  classic  key  variety.  Among 
Guide  Book  listed  issues,  this  has  always  been  a 
much  sought  item . 1,195 

1837  N-5.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 

Attractive  deep  tan  with  a  touch  of  mahogany. 
Very  nice  for  the  grade . 435 

1838  N-l 2  EF-40.  Mottled  medium  to  dark  brown.  95 
1839/6  N-l.  Rarity-3+.  Plain  Hair  Cords.  F-15.  Early 

obverse  die  state.  Mottled  light  brown  surfaces. 
1  his  is  one  of  the  most  famous  and  most  desired 


of  all  middle  date"  copper  cents.  An  unused  ob¬ 
verse  die  of  1836  (identifiable  by  having  plain  hair 
cords,  a  style  not  regularly  used  after  1837)  was 
overpunched  with  the  digit  9.  This  overdate  was 
recognized  generations  ago,  but  then  faded  from 
popularity  after  1944  when  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
mistakenly  stated  that  it  was  a  die  break,  not  an 
overdate,  apparently  not  noticing  the  hair  cord 
(Newcomb  was  usually  a  very  careful  observer). 
In  recent  times  the  overdate  has  been  widely  rec¬ 
ognized  for  what  it  should  be  and  is . 1,155 

Choice  1839  Silly  Head  Cent 


1839  N-9.  Silly  Head.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Cents  of  this 
year  are  always  popular,  as  within  this  year  there 
are  a  number  of  distinctive  portrait  varieties  — no 
doubt  the  result  of  Christian  Gobrecht's  efforts  to 
improve  the  coinage  design  (the  same  year,  1839, 
saw  the  production  of  an  inordinate  number  of 
half  dollar  patterns) . 2,295 

Wonderful  1841  Small  Date  Cent 


1841  N-l.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Famous  Proof-only  die 
combination,  made  for  presentation  and  numis¬ 
matic  cabinets  in  1841,  with  none  for  circulation 
use.  A  splendid  specimen,  nicely  toned  in  attrac¬ 
tive  iridescent  colors . 8,950 

At  this  time  Adam  Eckfeldt  and  others  at  the  Mint  were 
very  willing  to  help  numismatists,  and  although  no  records 
are  known  to  survive,  it  is  likely  that  Proofs  were  furnished  as 
an  accommodation  to  those  interested  in  acquiring  them.  The 
numismatic  community  was  very  small,  and  probably  no 
more  than  50  to  100  enthusiasts  endeavored  to  collect  Ameri¬ 
can  cents  by  date  sequence. 

In  1841  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Mint  to  make  up  sets  of 
Proof  coins  from  the  half  cent  to  the  $10  for  presentation  or 
other  special  purposes.  In  addition,  separate  strikings  of  de¬ 
nominations  popular  with  collectors  would  be  made,  as  noted . 
Such  popular  denominations  were,  foremost,  the  copper  cent, 
followed  by  the  copper  half  cent  and,  at  a  distance,  the  Liberty 
Seated  silver  dollar. 

1847  N-l.  AU-55. (PCGS) . 195 

1847  N-20.  Rarity-4-.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Nice  origi¬ 
nal  surfaces  with  some  red  peeking  through.  779 

1848  N-6d.  C-5d.  AU-55.  Very  attractive.  Among  cop¬ 

per  cents  dated  in  the  1840s,  the  AU-55  grade  of¬ 
fers  a  "lot  of  coin  for  the  money,"  this  being  our 
opinion . 275 


1855  N-2.  Upright  55.  MS-62  BN . 255 

1855  N-4.  Upright  55.  MS-66  BN  (NGC)  Wonderful 
eye  appeal . 1,295 

Lovely  Mint  State  1855  Cent 


1855  N-4.  Upright  55  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing 
bright  orange  mint  lustre . 2,590 

Small  Cents 

Flying  Eagle  Cents 

Our  listing  begins  with  the  famous  1856  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  the  end  of  the  Flying  Eagle  series,  just  two 
years  later  in  1858.  Enjoy! 

Famous  1856  Flying  Eagle  Rarity 


1856  Flying  Eagle.  Proof-35  (PCGS).  A  lovely  coin 
with  wear  as  sustained  from  spending  a  decade  or 
two  in  circulation  — quite  possibly  one  of  the 
pieces  that  was  distributed  to  congressmen,  news¬ 
paper  editors,  and  others  of  influence.  A  coin  with 
immense  numismatic  significance  combined  with 
great  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  A  find  when  we 

bought  it,  and  a  find  for  you  as  well . 5,895 

Quite  possibly  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  is  the  single 
most  famous  19th-century  American  coin  rarity  in  a  popular 
and  somewhat  attainable  sense  (the  storied  1804  dollar  is 
virtually  unobtainable,  and  fewer  than  a  dozen  exist  outside  of 
museums).  Most  1856  circulation  strikes  in  existence  today  are 
in  higher  circulated  grades  from  VF  to  AU.  Mint  State  coins 
typically  have  dull  yellow-brown  surfaces.  Flashy,  lustrous, 
blazing  Mint  State  gems  are  virtually  unknown 

Coins  restruck  for  collectors  were  made  with  prooflike 
(usually)  or  Proof  surfaces.  Whether  prooflike  pieces  should 
be  called  Mint  State  or  whether  thev  should  be  designated 
Proof  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

Mintage  of  original  circulation  strikes  is  estimated  at 
about  1,000  coins  struck  to  inform  congressmen,  newspaper 
editors,  and  others  of  the  design  According  to  documents  in 
the  National  Archives  viewed  by  Walter  Breen,  distribution 
included  the  following: 

264  pieces  or  more  to  congressmen 

200  to  Representative  S.D.  Campbell 

102  to  Secretary'  of  the  Treasury  James  Guthne 

62  to  senators. 

4  to  President  Franklin  Pierce 
2  to  the  Mint  Cabinet 

In  addition  to  the  above  634  coins,  additional  pieces  were 
given  to  dignitaries,  the  Mint  staff,  interested  numismativts 
and  others  Walter  Breen  posits  that  an  additional  '  sev  eral 
hundred  were  held  in  stock  in  the  Mint  for  later  distribution  to 
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coin  collectors,  or  to  trade  them  for  Washington  medals  for  the 
Mint  Cabinet "  If  one  assumes  that  "several  hundred"  equates 
to  at  least  300,  these  figures  add  up  to  the  best  part  of  1,000 
originals,  if  not  even  more  — a  figure  more  generous  than 
usually  given,  but  probably  reasonable.  In  fact,  in  view  of  the 
quantity  of  worn  specimens  in  existence  today  — quite  possi¬ 
ble  400  to  800  pieces  (including  some  restrikes  that  were 
spent)  — a  case  could  be  made  for  the  original  mintage  quan¬ 
tity  to  have  been  considerably  more  than  1,000. 

In  its  issue  of  February  7, 1857,  Harper's  Weekly  inserted  an 
illustration  of  an  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  and  furnished  this 
commentary,  in  part: 

"  Y ou  see  for  yourselves  the  patriotic  design  —  the  wreath 
entwined  with  the  vine  and  Indian  com  on  the  one  side,  and 
that  everlasting  American  eagle,  'spreading  its  wings  and 
soaring  aloft,'  on  the  other.  The  bird,  by-the-by,  has  rather  an 
anserine  than  an  aquiline  look,  and  is  said  to  be  the  same  as 
once  wras  set  loose  upon  golden  wings  in  a  previous  issue  of 
half  eagles,  but  having  been  again  caged,  in  consequence  of  its 
barn-yard  fowl  appearance,  is  now  to  be  turned  adrift  for  a 
humbler  flight..,." 

The  account  went  on  to  suggest  that  the  old  phrase,  "Not 
worth  a  red  cent,"  would  be  of  no  use  now  that  copper  cents 
were  to  be  replaced,  "for  the  new  cent  is  not  red,  being  of  a 
gray,  silvery  aspect." 

The  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser,  January  8, 1857,  printed 
this:  "The  New  Cent:  The  editor  of  the  Providence,  R.I.  journal 
has  been  permitted  to  see  one  of  the  new  cents  just  struck  off 
at  the  Mint.  He  describes  it  as  a  little  larger  than  a  dime,  and 
nearly  twice  as  thick.  On  one  side  is  a  flying  eagle,  with  the 
inscription 'United  States  of  America,  1856/  around  thecircle. 
On  the  other  is  'One  Cent'  within  a  wreath.  It  is  altogether  the 
handsomest  coin  of  so  low  a  denomination  that  we  have  ever 
seen." 

A  little  bit  of  the  historical  background  leading  to  the 
production  of  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent.. . . 

By  July  11, 1856,  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  had 
determined  that  an  alloy  of  88  parts  copper  and  12  parts  nickel 
would  "seem  to  possess  all  the  desirable  characteristics  for  a 
one-cent  piece."  As  small-diameter  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  dies 
apparently  had  not  been  made  yet,  "to  prevent  expense  and 
delay  we  have  used  the  half-cent  dies"  (to  strike  pattern 
impressions  of  the  new  alloy). 

On  July  18, 1856,  James  C.  Booth  of  the  Mint  staff  wrote 
enthusiastically  concerning  the  advantages  of  the  new  cop¬ 
per-nickel  alloy,  noting,  in  part: 

1.  "It  is  made  of  metals  which  have  as  definite  a  value  as 
the  usual  articles  of  commerce,  and  the  supply  of  which  is 
unlimited.  They  are  copper  and  nickel."  (Strange  comment, 
this,  for  the  then-standard  copper  "large"  cent  fit  the  same 
definition,  except  for  the  nickel  content.) 

2.  "It  is  sufficiently  soft  metal  to  receive  a  bold  impression 
in  coinage."  (Almost  immediately  after  copper-nickel  was 
adopted,  in  1857,  the  Mint  experienced  extreme  difficulties 
with  the  hardness  of  the  alloy.) 

3.  "  It  was  [sic]  a  distinctive  color,  and  cannot  be  confounded 
with  the  metals  or  alloys  used  or  proposed  for  coinage." 

4  "It  will  abrade  by  wear  less  than  copper,  gold,  or  silver, 
or  even  than  the  proposed  bronze  alloy."  (Interesting  and 
I  ittle-known  reference  to  bronze  alloy  being  considered  at  that 
time;  in  1863  when  it  was  re-considered,  it  was  viewed  as  a  new 
idea  at  the  Mint.) 

5  "  It  will  change  color,  by  darkening  toa  slight  extent,  but 
less  than  the  bronzed  [sic]  cent,  and  much  less  than  copper.  It 
will  alter  less  than  the  ordinary  silver  coin  used  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Europe." 

6  "It  is  made  up  of  copper  and  nickel  in  such  proportions 
that  a  cent  piece  may  be  made  of  about  70  grains  weight,  and 
yet  the  seigniorage  on  their  manufacture  and  issue  will  not  be 
exorbitant,  much  less,  in  fact,  than  the  bronze  cent  proposed 
The  seigniorage  will  be  ample  to  recall  the  old  Spanish  coin 
from  circulation." 

7  "The  peculiar  tone  of  color  will  render  it  difficult  of 
close  imitation  .." 

Accordingly,  specimens  were  struck  in  1856  and  1857, 
from  1856-dated  dies,  and  were  distributed  in  the  manner 


discussed  earlier.  This  event  coincided  with  the  great  rise  in 
coin  collecting  activity  in  America,  and  the  Mint  found  it 
worthwhile  to  make  restrikes  for  numismatists,  the  restrikes 
being  from  dies  with  Proof  finish  —  for  at  the  time  Proof  was 
considered  to  be  a  better  finish  than  the  frosty  Mint  State  finish. 
Today,  numismatists  are  much  more  enlightened,  and  circu¬ 
lation  strikes  are  considered  different  from  Proof  strikes,  often 
with  different  degrees  of  rarity,  and  are  collected  separately. 
Regarding  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents,  today  circulation  strikes 
are  far  rarer  than  Proofs. 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 

with  lustrous  golden  brown  surfaces . 995 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  Doubled  Obverse.  MS-63.(PCGS). 
Very  attractive  dark  golden  brown . 750 

The  obverse  is  doubled,  however  this  is  not  the  typical 
form  of  machine  doubling.  On  this  example,  all  of  the  dou¬ 
bling  is  visible  on  the  raised  portions  of  the  date,  lettering,  and 
device.  An  intriguing  error. 

Remarkable  1857  F.E.  Threesome! 

1857  Three-piece  set  of  Flying  Eagle  cents  with 
clashed  dies:  •  AU-53  (ANACS).  FS-003,  FND- 
003  S-9.  50-cent  clashed  obverse  •  VF-35 
(ANACS).  FS-004,  FND-001,  S-7.  $20.00  clashed 
obverse  •  EF-45  (ANACS).  FS-005,  FND-002,  S-8. 
25-cent  clashed  reverse.  These  pieces  are  not  listed 
in  the  Guide  Book,  but  are  well  known  to  aficiona¬ 
dos  in  the  series  from  writings  by  Bowers,  Breen, 
DeLorey,  Fivaz,  Snow,  Steve,  etal.  The  raison  d'etre 
for  these  issues  remains  a  mystery,  but  they  seem 
to  have  been  created  when  dies  of  different  denomi¬ 
nations  clashed  with  Flying  Eagle  cent  dies  in  a 
coining  press.  Without  doubt  these  are  among  the 
most  fascinating  pieces  in  American  numismatics. 
Purchase  all  three  as  a  group  for . 3,250 

Gem  Mint  State  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Small  Letters  Variety 


1858  Small  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  and  M  of 
AMERICA  do  not  touch.  A  glittering  gem 
with  sharply  struck  devices  and  prooflike 
fields . 4,250 

The  Small  Letters  obverse  is  quite  distinctive.  This  gen¬ 
eral  style  was  used  only  on  certain  Flying  Eagle  cents  of  this 
year.  Those  of  1856  and  1857  have  larger  letters  as  do  certain 
others  of  1858.  The  punch  font  is  believed  to  have  been  the 
work  of  Anthony  C.  Paquet. 

MS-65  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Large  Letters  Variety 


1858  Large  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  Becoming  very  hard  to  find  in  gem  Mint 
State  such  as  here  offered  . 3,495 


Indian  Head  Cents 

Indian  Head  cents  have  long  been  a  popular  se¬ 
ries,  but  never  as  much  so  as  today.  The  market  has 
changed  over  the  years,  and  this  series  seems  to  have 
"come  of  age."  Even  still,  there  are  many  excellent 
opportunities,  especially  when  searching  for  rare  va¬ 
rieties.  As  always,  we  recommend  cherrypicking  for 
quality.  We  do  this  when  we  buy  for  stock  and  rec¬ 
ommend  that  you  do  the  same.  When  you  compare 
price,  do  not  forget  to  compare  quality  as  well.  Over 
a  long  period  of  time  many  collectors  with  a  penchant 
for  quality  have  found  our  coins  to  be  just  what  they 
have  hoped  for.  Our  current  listing  includes  numer¬ 
ous  lovely  Mint  State  and  Proof  examples,  including 
scarce  date  issues. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  circulation  strike  of  this  incredibly  popular 


issue.  First  year  of  the  Indian  Head  cent,  and  the 
only  year  with  laurel  wreath  reverse . 875 

What  kind  of  wreath  is  it?  Olive?  Laurel?  The  Mint  was 
not  quite  sure,  and  contemporary  records  have  it  either  way. 

1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  coin  with  superb  eye 

appeal . 475 

1861  MS-63.  Lustrous.  Lowest  mintage  issue  of  the 
Civil  War  copper-nickel  cents.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 225 

1863  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1863  MS-63 . 155 

1863  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1863  AU-55 . 65 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  MS-63.  Lustrous . 175 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous . 165 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-60  RB . 295 


The  L  is  the  initial  of  James  Barton  Longacre,  who  became 
chief  engraver  in  1844  as  successor  to  Christian  Gobrecht.  He 
served  until  his  death  in  1869  and  along  the  way  created  many 
memorable  coins. 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown . 350 

1864  Bronze.  Snow-1.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Date  lightly 
repunched  to  left.  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  350 

1865  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 195 

1866  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 420 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  Sel¬ 

dom-seen  gem  quality,  a  coin  for  the  connois¬ 
seur . 975 

1867  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  975 

1867  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 695 

Rare  and  Beautiful  1870  Cent 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Satiny  deep  red  surfaces  ex¬ 
hibit  very  nice  lustre.  A  beautiful  coin.  This  date  is 
somewhat  scarcer  than  generally  realized. ..  1,650 

1870  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  1^5 

1870  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 575 

1871  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Great  eye  appeal.  The  18“1 

is  one  of  the  more  important  dates  in  the  series, 
mounting  a  challenge  to  the  1872  in  particular  and. 
at  somewhat  of  a  distance,  the  1877.  Gem  18.  1 
cents  such  as  this  are  very  difficult  to  find.  Remem¬ 
ber,  at  Bowers  and  Mcrena  Galleries,  each  coin  i> 
further  selected  for  its  eye  appeal— and,  often,  this 
can  take  quite  a  bit  of  effort  to  do!  1,1 5(1 
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Low-Mintage  1871  Indian  Cent 


1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  tan.  An  ever- 
popular  low-mintage  date,  and  particularly  desir¬ 
able  in  gem  Mint  State  as  such.  A  splendid  addition 
to  a  high-grade  Indian  cent  cabinet! . 2,850 

Gem  1871  Cent 

1871  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  on  the  high 
points,  satiny  red  in  the  protected  areas.  A  touch 
of  pale  violet  increases  the  overall  appeal. .  1,595 
1871  VF-20 . 295 

Gem  Uncirculated  1872  Indian  Cent 


1872  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  sur¬ 
faces  exhibit  a  pleasing  woodgrain  effect  that  just 
about  all  aficionados  dearly  love.  An  attractive 
gem  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  important  key 
dates  in  the  series.  Nicely  struck  in  most  areas;  the 
shield  is  virtually  complete  for  instance  (that  area 
is  typically  weak  on  this  date) . 3,995 

Gem  1872  Cent  Rarity 

1872  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  devices  dis¬ 

play  generous  amounts  of  red  in  the  protected 
areas.  Sharply  struck  with  full  reverse  shield  de¬ 
tails . 1,850 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 575 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen 

with  satiny  pale  red  surfaces  and  strong  lustre. 
Not  distinguished  as  the  Open  3  variety  on  the 
holder . 1,295 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  with  nice 
eye  appeal.  . . 1,295 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  with 

the  attractive  woodgrain  toning  sometimes  seen 
on  cents  of  this  era.  Lucky  you! . 695 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Beautiful  red  and  brown  sur¬ 
faces;  a  visual  delight . 875 

1874  MS-64  RB.  Brilliant.  A  very  attractive  specimen 
of  this  popular  date . 345 

Red  1875  Indian  Cent 


1875  MS-65  RI)  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red,  a  surfaccqual- 
ity  seen  on  a  tiny  percentage  of  extant  specimens. 
Slightly  s<  arcer  than  1874  in  Mint  State . 3,495 


Who  Wants  to  Be  a  Coin  Weenie ? 

B i/  Donn  Pearlman 


“Good  evening,  ladies  and  gentlemen! 
It's  time  to  play  America's  favorite  new 
game  show,  Who  Wants  to  Be  a  Coin 
Weenie?  (Flashing  lights  and  loud,  obnox¬ 
ious  music.)  And  now,  here's  your  host, 
Egregious  Philabuster!" 

PHILABUSTER:  "Thanks  a  lot!  Let's  meet 
our  returning  contestant,  a  typical  coin  collec¬ 
tor,  Mr.  Rob  Blind  of  Incuse,  Iowa.  Are  you 
ready  to  play  again?" 

BLIND:  "Yes,  I'm  ready." 

PHILABUSTER:  "Are  you  sure?  Is  that  your 
final  answer?" 

BLIND:  "We  haven't  even  started  the  game 
yet.  Yes,  I'm  ready." 

PHILABUSTER:  "OK,  you've  earlier  answered 
93  unbelievably  trivial  questions  about  coin  and  pa¬ 
per  money  collecting.  This  next  question  is  for 
$500,000.  Are  you  sure  you  want  to  go  for  it?" 

BLIND:  "Why  else  would  I  be  listening  to 
you  blabber  when  I  could  be  doing  something 
truly  stimulating,  like  reading  ANA  Board 
meeting  minutes?" 

PHILABUSTER:  "I  presume  that's  your  fi¬ 
nal  answer.  So,  here's  the  question.  What  is  the 
name  of  the  monthly  magazine  published  by 
the  American  Numismatic  Association?  Is  it:  A) 
The  American  Philatelist;  B)  The  Numismatist;  C) 
Harvard  Law  Review’;  or  D)  Mad?" 

BLIND:  (Looks  confused.  Sweat  appears  on 
his  brow.)  "Hinmm.  I'd  like  to  use  one  of  my 
lifelines.  I  want  to  call  another  coin  collector." 

PHILABUSTER:  "And  who  would  that  be? 
The  president  of  the  ANA?" 

BLIND:  "No,  I  want  to  call  Dennis  Rodman." 

PHILABUSTER:  "Of  course,  the  coin-col¬ 
lecting,  former  basketball  player."  (Sound  of 
ringing  phone  is  heard  while  Philabuster  looks 
directly  into  camera,  feigning  interest.) 

RODMAN:  "Hello?" 

PHILABUSTER:  "Mr.  Rodman,  this  is  Egre¬ 
gious  Philabuster  from  Who  Wants  to  Be  a  Coin 
Weenie?  Our  current  contestant  wants  your  assis¬ 
tance  in  answering  a  question  worth  $500,000." 

RODMAN:  "Cool,  man.  $500,000?  That 
would  buy  me  a  lotta  tattoos." 

PHILABUSTER:  "What  is  the  name  of  the 
monthly  magazine  published  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Association?  Is  it:  A)  The  American 
Philatelist ;  B)  The  Numismatist;  C)  Howard  Law 


Review;  or  D)  Mad?" 

RODMAN:  "That's  easy,  man.  It's  not 
Howard  Law  Review  because  I  read  that,  and 
there's  hardly  anything  in  there  about  coins. 
The  American  Philatelist  is  for  stamp  weenies, 
and  Mad  is  not  as  funny  as  the  ANA's  maga¬ 
zine.  I'll  go  with  B)  The  Numismatist.  Now',  can 
1  go  back  to  watching  Baywatch?"  (Hangs  up.) 

BLIND:  "I'll  agree  and  sav,  B)  The  Numisma¬ 
tist." 

PHILABUSTER:  "The  Numismatist.  Is  that 
your  final  answer?" 

BLIND:  "Didn't  you  hear  us  both  say  it? 
Your  IQ  must  be  lower  than  Rodman's  old  jer¬ 
sey  number." 

PHILABUSTER:  "Are  you  sure?  Is  that 
your  final  answer?" 

BLIND:  "Yes,  I  want  B)  The  Numismatist. 
And  yes,  that's  my  final  answer,  bullion  brain." 

PHILABUSTER:  (After  an  overly  long  pause.) 
"No,  I'm  sorry,  the  correct  answer  is  D)  Mad.  The 
ANA  Board  sold  The  Numismatist  to  Amos  Press 
last  week  and  has  replaced  it  with  Mad.  In  fact, 
they've  already  changed  the  name  of  the 
magazine's  mascot  to  Alfred  E.  Numismatist." 

BLIND:  "Son  of  a  gun!  I  sure  could  have  used 
that  half  million.  I  wras  going  to  buy  coins  from 
that  friendly  telemarketer  who  calls  every  night." 

PHILABUSTER:  "Well,  I'm  sorry  about  that, 
but  w'e  do  have  some  nice  parting  gifts  for  vou." 

TV  ANNOUNCER:  "Rob,  here's  what  you'll 
get:  A  slightly  w'orn  copy  of  a  1983  'Red  Book' 
so  you  can  kick  yourself  for  not  purchasing 
gem-quality  coins  when  the  market  was  low, 
and  the  play-at-home  version  of  Who  Wants  to  Be 
a  Coin  Weenie?,  complete  wdth  do-it-yourself 
slabs  from  27  different  coin  grading  services... 
all  yours  for  being  a  near-idiot  on  national  tele¬ 
vision  and  missing  such  any  easy  question!" 

PHILABUSTER:  "Well,  we're  out  of  time. 
Join  us  tomorrow  night  wrhen  our  next  contes¬ 
tant  will  be  selected  from  among  Fellows  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  and  big  guvs 
with  w'eird  nicknames  from  the  World  Wres¬ 
tling  Foundation." 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  The  Numismatist, 
April  2000.  Donn  Pearlman.  former  governor  of  the  ANA 
and  some-time  humorist,  is  in  the  publicity  business  and. 
among  other  projects,  has  handled  publicity  for  our  Fha s- 
berg  Collection  sales,  theS.S  Brother  Jonathan  treasure 
gold,  the  Childs  Collection,  the  recent  sole  of  gold  coins  from 
the  S.S.  Central  America,  and  more 
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by  Tom  LnMarre 


Those  Amazing  "War  Nickels" 


found  to  quickly  distinguish  the  new  coins 
from  the  old  when  the  time  came  to  melt 
them.  One  possible  solution  was  the  use  of 
a  reeded  edge.  Although  experimental 
reeded-edge  five-cent  pieces  were  in  fact 
struck,  the  concept  was  abandoned  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  an  oversized  mintmark  above 

Monticello's 
dome,  includ¬ 
ing  for  the 
first  time  a 
"P"  for  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

To  meet 
the  wartime 
demand  for 
small  change, 


During  World  War  II,  nickel  was 
needed  for  armor  plate,  and  copper  was 
required  for  electrical  wiring,  shell  cases, 
and  radar  equipment.  Thus,  the  U.S.  Mint 
began  experimenting  with  substitute  met¬ 
als  for  the  Jefferson  five-cent  piece,  as  well 
as  some  means  to  distinguish  the  new- 
composition  coin  from  the  former 
"nickel"  five-cent  piece  (actually 
composed  of  an  alloy  of  75%  cop¬ 
per  and  25%  nickel).  The  result 
was  the  curious  "war  nickel,"  the 
first  five-cent  piece  with  any  sil¬ 
ver  content  since  the  silver  half 
dime  was  discontinued  in  1873. 

Along  the  way,  the  search  for 
a  new  alloy  took  some  unex¬ 
pected  twists  and  turns.  Just 
weeks  after  Japanese  planes  at¬ 
tacked  Pearl  Harbor,  the  Febru¬ 
ary  1942  issue  of  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Magazine  reported  that 
research  chemists  in  the  United 
States  had  developed  a  "nickel¬ 
less  nickel"  that  would  save  for 
defense  annually  almost  a  mil¬ 
lion  pounds  each  of  vital  nickel 
and  copper,  yet  still  work  in  vending  ma¬ 
chines.  Suggested  was  an  alloy  of  50%  sil¬ 
ver  and  50%  copper. 

Mint  Director  Nellie  Tayloe  Ross  said 
that  with  Congressional  approval  the  Mint 
could  quickly  begin  striking  five-cent 
pieces  of  the  new  composition.  To  this  end, 
experimental  five-cent  pieces  were  struck 
in  the  proposed  alloy,  having  the  same  de¬ 
signs,  weight,  and  diameter  as  the  "regu¬ 
lar"  Jefferson  nickel.  When  more  extensive 
testing  revealed  that  five-cent  pieces  struck 
in  the  half  silver,  half  copper  alloy  would 
not  work  very  well  in  vending  machines 
after  all,  Congress  instead  authorized  the 
production  of  five-cent  pieces  struck  in  an 
alloy  of  56%  copper,  35%  silver,  and  9% 
manganese. 

Because  the  new  alloy  went  into  use 
during  the  production  run  of  1942-dated 
five-cent  pieces,  some  means  had  to  be 


Felix  Schlag 

all  three  Mints  worked  around  the  clock 
from  1942  to  1945,  producing  record  num¬ 
bers  of  coins.  In  1943  alone,  for  example, 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  turned  out  more 
than  270  million  five-cent  pieces!  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  with  the  production  of  Proof  coins 
suspended  from  1943  through  1949,  the 
1942  Type  II  five-cent  piece  is  the  only 
"war  nickel"  Proof  available  to  collectors. 


As  such,  it  is  highly  prized,  although 
enough  were  made  that  just  about  anyone 
can  afford  a  nice  specimen. 

After  the  war,  the  nickel  five-cent  piece 
reverted  to  its  original  composition  and 
mintmark  style,  ending  a  series  of  changes 
that  caught  at  least  one  careless  counter¬ 
feiter  off  guard.  In  the  early  1950s,  Francis 
Leroy  Henning  of  Erial,  N.J.  (located  about 
15  miles  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint), 
made  more  than  a  half  million  counterfeit 
nickels,  most  of  them  dated  1944.  How¬ 
ever,  Henning  used  nickel  instead  of  the 
wartime  alloy  to  make  the  coins.  He  ran 
into  trouble  when  collectors  began  noticing 
slightly  oversize  and  overweight  1944- 
dated  nickels  lacking  the  characteristic 
mintmark  above  the  dome  of 
Monticello. 

Amid  newspaper  reports  con¬ 
cerning  a  flood  of  counterfeit 
"nickels"  into  a  nearby  creek  and 
river,  federal  agents  arrested  him 
in  Cleveland  in  1955.  Henning 
was  tried,  sentenced  to  six  years 
in  prison,  and  fined  $5,000. 

In  other  nickel-related  news, 
Felix  Oscar  Schlag,  designer  of 
the  Jefferson  nickel,  had  found  it 
necessary  to  put  away  his 
sculptor's  tools  and  find  another 
profession  during  the  war.  Ad¬ 
dressing  an  educational  forum  at 
the  1964  ANA  convention  in 
Cleveland,  Schlag  said: 

The  future  [in  1940]  seemed 
bright  and  promising.  There  were 
inspiring  offers  for  the  Governor 
Homer  monument,  one  for  Admi¬ 
ral  Moffett,  and  an  appointment  with 
President  Roosevelt  was  planned  for  the 
creation  of  a  marine  monument. 

Then  the  war  came.  Planned  commis¬ 
sions  and  promises  of  others  were  halted 
Materials  were  difficult  to  obtain.  All  na¬ 
tional,  state,  and  personal  interests  in  art 
were  at  a  low.  It  seemed  that  everything 
which  meant  life  to  me  was  crashing.  1 
spent  time  and  money  to  get  other  com- 
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missions.  My  economic  situation  became 
desperate.  I  was  over  50  years  of  age,  had 
no  mechanical  training,  and  had  never 
worked  in  a  factory... 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  I  tried  to 
enlist  in  the  U.S.  Armv.  As  I  was  still  in 
good  physical  condition  I  expected  to  be 
accepted.  I  had  all  my  belongings  packed 
and  stored.  Then  came  the  letter  from  the 
War  Department  commending  me  for  my 


patriotism  but  refusing  me  because  they 
said  a  man  of  my  age  could  not  stand  the 
rigors  of  army  life. 

Out  of  necessity,  Schlag  turned  to  pho¬ 
tography,  opening  a  portrait  studio  in 
Owosso,  Michigan,  where  he  died  in  1974 
(although  more  than  a  decade  later  his 
name  still  appeared  in  the  Owosso  tele¬ 
phone  directory,  Mrs.  Schlag  never  having 


by  Tom  LaMarre 


changed  the  listing). 

Earlier,  in  the  mid-1960s,  an  acute  short¬ 
age  of  nickels  in  the  New  England  region 
was  attributed  to  the  melting  of  millions  of 
"war  nickels"  for  their  silver  content,  the 
culmination  of  a  bizarre  chain  of  events 
worthy  of  Robert  LeRoy  Ripley's  "Believe 
It  or  Not." 


If  you  have  been  waiting  to  buy  this  particu¬ 
lar  book ,  perhaps  this  review  in  the  Coin 
Collector's  Yearbook,  just  published  by  Miller 
Publications,  will  prompt  you  to  order  a  copy. 
The  revieiver  is  Col.  Bill  Murray  (of  whom  more 
will  be  said  at  the  end  of  his  review): 

This  book... surely  deserves  consider¬ 
ation  by  persons  interested  in  numismatics 
of  the  United  States. 

Dave  Bowers'  biography  of  a  boat,  the 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  composed  of  facts 
spiced  with  a  few  "rumors  more  or  less 
fabulous,"  spins  a  marvelous  yarn  of  West 
Coast  gold  rush  days  all  will  enjoy. 

While  the  book  is  the  biography  of  the 
ship,  it  is  much  more  than  that.  Bowers 
sets  the  stage  for  the  Brother  Jonathan's 
West  Coast  lifetime  in  the  introductory 
chapters.  He  starts  with  the  Gold  Rush  in 
California,  emphasizing  San  Francisco 
during  the  late  1840s  and  early  1850s,  cov¬ 
ering  things  from  banks  and  bankers;  to 
the  excitement  of  steamer  days;  to  wine, 
women  and  song;  and  more,  much  more. 
He  sets  up  the  numismatic  background  by 
giving  the  status  of  coins  and  currency  in 
America,  followed  by  a  discussion  of 
money  in  California;  coins  and  coiners  in 
California,  and  the  establishment  and  ac- 
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Col.  Bill  Murray's  Commentary 


tivities  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  its 
early  years. 

Then  enters  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan. 
The  ship  was  launched  in  New  York  and 
had  its  early  days  of  service  in  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  Ocean.  The  story  of  the  move  of  the 
ship  to  the  West  Coast,  description  of 
travel  routes  to  California  and  of  the  ship¬ 
ping  business  of  the  times  includes 
changes  of  ownership  of  the  Brother 
Jonathan,  its  rebuilding  and  its 
early  days  on  the  West  Coast. 

Then  the  view  turns  to  gold 
and  silver  in  the  Northwest, 
first  with  gold  discoveries 
along  the  Frazer  River  in 
Canada  and  then  in  what  is 
now  the  Washington,  Oregon, 
and  Idaho  regions.  The  Brother 
Jonathan  and  competing  ships 
became  oriented  to  traffic  in 
that  direction  out  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco. 

Bowers  sets  the  scene  sur¬ 
rounding  the  Brother  Jonathan 
preceding  its  sinking  and  de¬ 
scribes  the  final  voyage,  using 
first-person  accounts  and  offi¬ 
cial  records  for  his 
sources.  He  follows  the 
story  of  the  shipwreck 
off  Crescent  City,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  with  chapters 
titled:  "Aftermath  of  the 
Disaster"  and  "Legacy 
of  the  Brother  Jonathan." 

He  narrates  many  at¬ 
tempts  of  people  and 
organizations  to  find 
the  ship  before  its  final 
discovery  and  the  re¬ 
covery  of  some  of  its 
treasures  by  Deep  Sea 
Research,  Inc.  in  1996. 


Numerous  gold  coins  have  been  recov¬ 
ered  as  of  the  writing  of  the  book,  mostly 
double  eagles  ($20  gold  pieces)  made  at 
the  San  Francisco  Mint. 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries'  May  29, 
1999,  sale  auction  catalogue,  The  Treasure 
Ship  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins,  is  out 
of  print,  but  numismatists  who  owrn 
this  book  might  want  to  look 
for  a  copy  on  the  secondary 
market.  It  would  be  a  de¬ 
sirable  and  useful  refer¬ 
ence  to  accompany  the 
book. 

Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Inc.,  Box  1224, 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894- 
1224.  415pp;  hardcover, 
$69.95;  $5  shipping. 

Notes  from  the 
editor: 

Note  1:  You  do  not 
have  to  pay  $69.95,  as 
you  get  a  10%  to  20% 
discount  (see  our 
Books  for  Sale  pages). 

Note  2:  Thanks, 
Bill! 

Note  3:  Col.  Bill 
Murray  is  one  of  the 
hobby's  finest  advo¬ 
cates.  His  columns  al¬ 
ways  emphasize  the 
pleasures  of  collecting. 
Bill  reminded  us  that 
once  his  name  was  a 
"wrong  answer"  in 
one  of  our  Coin  Quiz 
features.  So,  w'e'll  have 
to  make  him  a  right 
answer  one  of  these 
times! 
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1875  MS-65  RB  (PCGS)  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  835 

1876  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  1,195 

1876  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown, 

mainly  red  with  some  pale  violet  and  brown  on 
the  high  points.  A  lovely  gem . 1,195 

Long  considered  a  "  sleeper"  date  in  the  Indian  cent  series, 
a  date  that  is  overshadowed  by  its  immediate  "neighbor,"  the 
1877  rarity  (as  is,  also,  the  1878  issue).  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  PCGS  has  certified  29  examples  of  this  date  as  MS-65  RB, 
but  none  have  been  certified  finer  within  the  "RB"  designa¬ 
tion,  making  the  specimen  offered  here  essentially  as  fine  as 


can  be  found  within  the  grade  context. 

1876  EF-45 . 135 

1877  G-6  (PCGS).  A  very  nice  example . 525 

1878  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 425 

1879  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 219 

1879  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 119 

1881  Proof-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 295 

1881  EF-40 . 16 

1882  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown . 119 


Indian  cents  are  interesting  to  collect.  Use  this  listing  to 
add  to  your  set  or  to  begin  this  great  specialty.  For  many  years 
discriminating  buyers  have  made  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies  their  headquarters  for  quality.  We  do  the  work  for  you  — 
often  considering  several  coins  in  a  given  grade  before  select¬ 
ing  one  that  is  just  right  for  our  inventory.  This  is  the  "secret" 


why  so  many  buyers  keep  coming  back  for  more,  once  they 
discover  our  quality,  value,  and  service. 

1883  MS-65  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 295 

1883  MS-65  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 129 

1883  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 175 

1884  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  575 
1886  Type  I.  MS-66  BN  (NGC). Lustrous  brown  1,395 

1886  Type  I.  AU-55 . 119 

1886  Type  II.  EF-40 . 135 

1888  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  995 
1888  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  299 

1888  MS-64  BN . 175 

1888  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown . 175 

1888  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown . 129 

1891  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1893  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  205 

1894  MS-64  RD.  Lustrous  red . 365 

1895  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 95 

1897  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 50 

1898  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 50 

1899  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red . 375 

1899  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 59 

1900  MS-64  RD.  Lustrous  red . 195 

1903  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  135 

1904  MS-63  RD.  Lustrous  red . 135 

1906  MS-65  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 145 

1907  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 49 


1908- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.395 

From  the  1909  Mint  Report:  "The  manufacture  of  United 
States  minor  coin  was  instituted  at  this  mint  during  the  year,  and 
on  November  27, 1 908,  the  first  one-cent  pieces  ever  made  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint  were  delivered  by  the  coiner  to  the  superin¬ 
tendent.  The  bronze  coins  manufactured  at  this  mint  during  the 
year  were  made  on  the  silver  presses.  T  wo  new  presses  for  bronze 
coming  are  now  being  installed  to  handle  this  class  of  work." 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  red . 425 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant . 149 

Lovely  1909-S  Indian  Cent 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-64  RD  Brilliant  Enticingly  low 
mintage  of  just  309,000  coins.  In  perennial  de¬ 


mand.  Really  choice  specimens  such  as  this  are 
very  difficult  to  find . 1,595 

Lustrous  1909-S  Indian  Cent 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red.  A 
lovely  specimen  of  this  perennially  popular  In¬ 
dian  cent  rarity . 1,595 

Lincoln  Cents 


For  many  numismatists,  Lincoln  cents  are  the  first 
series  collected,  especially  among  young  collectors. 
For  some,  this  beginning  turns  into  a  serious  spe¬ 
cialty,  for  others,  the  Lincoln  cent  collection  is 
replaced  by  other  interests.  For  those  in  the  former 
category,  we  have  several  scarce  high-quality  coins  in 
stock,  and  are  always  looking  for  more  nice  examples. 
For  those  in  the  latter  category,  take  a  look  at  a  couple 
of  the  popular  key-dates,  such  as  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  or 
1955  Doubled  Die.  Never  collected  this  series  before? 
Discover  many  less  expensive  coins  to  start  out. 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting,  there  are 
several  fine  books  on  Lincoln  cents,  one  of  which  we 
publish,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  by  David 
Lange.  This  guide  tells  you  just  about  all  you  ever 
wanted  to  know  about  Lincoln  cents  from  1909  on¬ 
ward,  plus  a  lot  of  things  you  probably  never 
dreamed  of  asking  about!  Certainly,  this  volume  is 
worth  having  if  you  are  at  all  interested  in  Lincoln 
cents,  or  even  have  just  a  few  scarce  pieces.  This 
dandy  volume  is  now  in  its  second  printing.  As  we 
have  said  many  times,  the  enjoyment  of  a  coin  can  be 
multiplied  by  having  something  interesting  to  read 
about  it. 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-62  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 1,025 

1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-58  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown.  795 

1909  MS-67  RD.  Lustrous  red . 225 

1909-S  MS-65  RB.  Brilliant . 325 

1909-S  EF-45  (ANACS) . 715 

1909-S  VF-30  (ANACS) . 650 

1909-S  VF-25  (ANACS) . 635 

1909- S  F-12  (ANACS) . 525 

1910- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 59 

1910-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 55 


1911-D  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant  but  with  a  small  carbon 


spot  at  3:00  on  obverse,  noted  for  accuracy  and 
priced  accordingly.  The  first  cent  issue  from  the 


Denver  Mint . 695 

1911- D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 85 

1912- S  MS-64  RD.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1913  Matte  Proof-66  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 575 

There  has  been  a  great  surge  of  interest  lately  in  Matte 
Proof  cents,  making  superb  gems  such  as  this  very  difficult  to 
find. 

191 3- D  MS-63  BN . 109 

1914  AU-55 . 32 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
603-569-5319 


Lovely  1914-D  Cent  Rarity 


1914-D  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Very  nicely  struck  with 
hints  of  red  in  the  protected  areas.  In  Mint  State 
this  is  the  Lincoln  cent  of  the  era  —  far  rarer  in  this 
preservation  than  any  of  its  contemporaries.  It  is 
not  often  that  we  have  such  a  lovely,  high-grade 
example  for  sale.  This  choice  piece  will  be  just 


right  in  an  advanced  cabinet . 3,295 

1916-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 495 

1916-S  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 135 

1921  MS-65  RD.  Lustrous  red . 175 

1921-S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 1,295 

1921-S  MS-64  RB . 435 


1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.435 

Key  Mint  State  1924-D  Cent 
1924-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 
with  strong  eye  appeal.  A  lovely  specimen  that  is 
not  far  from  full  red,  but  which  is  so  much 
cheaper!  In  true  Mint  State  this  is  one  of  the  hard¬ 


est  to  find  Lincoln  cents  of  its  era . 1,450 

1924- D  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant . 995 

1925- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  595 

1930  MS-66.  RD.  Lustrous  red . 59 

1930  MS-64  RD.  Lustrous  red . 16 

1931  MS-66  RD.  Lustrous  red . 199 

1931-D  MS-60 . 55 

1931-D  AU-55 . 42 

1931-S  MS-65  RD.  Lustrous  red.  Low  mintage  never 

goes  out  of  style . 425 

1937  Proof-64  RD.  Lustrous  red . 75 

1938  Proof-65  RD.  Lustrous  red . 89 

1939  Proof-65  RD.  Lustrous  red . 89 

1942  Proof-64  RD.  Lustrous  red . 39 

1942  Proof-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 26 

1943-D  Steel.  MS-67  (NGC) . 45 

1950  Proof-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 24 

1951  Proof-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 26 

1952  Proof-65  RD.  Lustrous  red . 26 

1953  Proof-65  RD.  Lustrous  red . 24 

1953  Proof-64  RD.  Lustrous  red . 14 

1954  Proof-65  RD.  Lustrous  red . 9 

Rare  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

brown . 1,450 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 
brown . 1,395 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

Our  current  selection  of  two-cent  pieces  is  alto¬ 
gether  too  small,  owing  to  the  difficulty  experienced 
in  locating  nice  examples.  Collectors  of  this  series 
apparently  know  the  same,  as  the  tew  we  acquire  sell 
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almost  immediately.  Perhaps  if  you  are  thinking 
of  selling  your  collection  —  those  two-cent  pieces 
you  bought  from  us  years  ago  — vou  might  offer 
them  to  us! 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Wonderful 
surfaces  are  enhanced  by  blazing  red  lustre.  Ideal 
for  a  high-grade  type  set . 1,350 

1864  Large  Motto,  Doubled  Die  obverse.  Breen-2377. 

AU-50.  Lustrous  medium  tan  surfaces.  Doubling 
plainest  at  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  A  delicacy  for  the 
specialist . 295 

1865  MS-65  RB.  Ideal  for  the  type  collector . 525 

Nickel  3<t  Pieces 

This  specialty  comprises  a  short  and  sweet  series, 
from  1865-1889,  including  several  scarce  and  rare  is¬ 
sues,  however,  very  easy  to  complete.  There  are  no 
"impossible"  rarities,  coins  which  are  out  of  reach  of 
the  average  collector.  In  fact,  depending  on  condition, 
the  entire  set  can  be  completed  easily  by  the  numis¬ 
matist  with  a  modest  budget.  As  you  scan  the 
following  offerings,  remember,  you'll  appreciate  our 
quality  and  value. 

1866  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  with  very  nice  eye 

appeal . 595 

In  the  1960s  dealer  Abe  Kosoff  decided  to  hoard  all  of  the 
Proof  1866  nickel  three-cent  pieces  he  could  find.  After  spend¬ 
ing  a  year  or  two  at  the  pursuit,  he  gathered  only  a  handful  of 
specimens,  and  abandoned  the  idea  — selling  those  he  had 
acquired. 

1866  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  765 

1869  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

As  a  general  rule,  Proofs  of  the  1860s  and  early  1870s  are 
at  least  twice  as  rare  as  those  of  the  decade  of  the  1880s. 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 395 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 395 

1876  Proof-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 315 

1879  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 1,395 

1881  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  yellow  and 

baby  blue  toning . 595 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  low-mintage  date  from  the 
final  year  of  the  denomination . 515 


Quality 

The  Bowers  and  Mereria  difference! 
For  over  45  years,  since  our  founding 
in  1953,  we  have  been  supplying 
choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins,  to¬ 
kens,  medals,  and  paper  money  to  dis¬ 
criminating  collectors,  dealers,  and 
museums.  If  quality  is  important  to 
you,  you've  come  to  the  right  place.  Let 
us  help  you  build  a  fine  collection  com¬ 
bining  excellent  quality  and  value  for 
the  price  paid. 


Silver  3C  Pieces 

Silver  three-cent  pieces,  sometimes  called  trimes, 
are  another  series  in  which  completion  is  a  reality  for 
the  serious  collector.  Although  there  are  some  scarce 
dates  in  the  1859-1873  Type  III  series,  particularly  the 
dates  after  1862,  all  can  be  acquired  with  some  perse¬ 
verance. 

Choice  Mint  State  1854  Trime 
First  Year  of  Type 

1854  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  First  year 
of  the  Type  II  design . 1,650 

Brilliant  Gem  Proof  1855 


1855  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  lovely,  brilliant,  glittering 
Proof  specimen  of  this,  the  lowest-mintage  issue 
of  the  highly  prized  Type  II  silver  three-cent  se¬ 
ries.  Moreover,  the  piece  is  of  needle-sharp  strike. 
If  you  have  been  looking  for  a  very  special  piece  to 
highlight  your  type  set  or  date  set,  you  will  enjoy 
owning  this  piece . 14,500 

1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  Flashy,  brilliant,  and  lustrous. 

Nicely  struck  in  all  areas,  perhaps  not  fully  struck, 
but  with  more  detail  than  frequently  seen  for  the 
date.  A  true  gem  trime  of  exceptional  visual  ap¬ 
peal . 1,295 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  at  this  grade 

level;  just  21,000  circulation  strikes  were  pro¬ 
duced.  Graded  MS-63,  but  apply  the  MS-64  grade 
and  few  would  contest  it;  in  other  words,  this  is 
a  very  nice  MS-63 .  945 

Nickel  5<t  Pieces 


Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels  are  the  first  coins  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  struck  in  nickel  alloy,  introduced  during  the 
continuing  shortage  of  small  denomination  silver 
coins  when  citizens  were  forced  to  use  Fractional 
Currency  notes,  which  soon  became  tattered  and 
torn.  First  introduced  in  1866,  this  denomination  and 
composition  has  been  an  important  part  of  our  circu¬ 
lating  coinage  ever  since. 


Gem  Mint  State  1866  Nickel 
"Stars  and  Bars"  Reverse 


1866  Rays.  MS-65  (NGC).  Strong  mint  brilliance  on 
frosty  lustrous  surfaces.  An  exceptionally’  nice 


example  of  the  first  vear  of  issue,  and  a  great  way 

to  begin  our  listing . 2,600 

In  19th-century  catalogues,  such  as  those  issued  by  |.W 
Scott  &  Co.,  New  York,  it  was  popular  to  call  the  With  Ra\  >■ 
design  the  “Stars  and  Bars"  motif  which,  in  retrospect,  may  be 
more  appropriate  than  present  day  terminology 

1867  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  At  least  10  times 
rarer  than  the  1867  without  rays,  but  market  val¬ 
ues  do  not  reflect  this.  Add  this  beauty  to  your 

collection  for  onlv . 895 

1872  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  825 
1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  At  this  level  a  Mint  State 
coin  is  rarer  than  a  Proof . 595 

1872  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  pleasing  speci¬ 
men . 595 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  495 

1874  Proof-64.  Flashy  lustre  with  light  champagne 

surfaces.  High-qualitv  Shield  nickels  are  scarcer 
than  generally  appreciated.  It  takes  a  lot  of  look¬ 
ing  for  us  to  find  nice  ones . 575 

1874  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive . 575 

Elusive  Gem  Proof  1875  Shield  5<t 

1875  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Incredibly  reflective 

fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  A  truly  notable 
specimen  of  this  elusive  date . 1,950 

1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  1875  is  much  scarcer  over¬ 
all  in  Mint  State  than  in  Proof  format.  A  find  for 
the  specialist . 595 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 395 

1876  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Centennial  year  859 
1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ever-popular  low- 

mintage  date . 1 ,095 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 725 

1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  one  of  the 

most  popular  of  all  dates  of  the  type . 725 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ten  to  20  times  rarer 
than  an  equivalent  Proof!  Another  specimen  of  a 
date  remarkable  for  its  low  circulation  strike  mint¬ 
age,  one  of  the  lowest  of  the  five-cent  denomina¬ 
tion . 995 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 625 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  would  look  just 

great  in  your  collection.  Quality  such  as  this  is 
elusive . 995 

1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  5 *5 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satinv  surfaces  show  a 

hint  of  pale  gold  toning.  Filled  2  in  date . 329 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1883  Shield.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  show  warm  olive  highlights  and  lean  decid¬ 
edly  toward  a  circulation  strike  in  overall 
appearance,  not  such  an  unusual  occurrence  for 
nickel  coinage  of  this  era . 349 

Superb  Gem  1883  Shield  5< 

1883  Shield.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus 
trous.  A  satiny  gem  of  exquisite  overall  eve  ap 
peal.  Sharply  struck  from  lightly  shattered  dies 
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both  sides  exhibit  strong  die  cracks  in  various  lo¬ 
cations.  From  the  final  year  of  the  design.  .  1,450 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Liberty  nickels  have  recently  gained  widely  in 
popularity.  The  series  starts  out  with  the  historic  1883 
issue  without  CENTS,  and  continues  through  1912.  A 
final  issue,  dated  1913,  is  outside  the  normal  scope  of 
collecting  interest  due  to  its  legendary  rarity  and  un¬ 
availability,  although  every  collector  of  this  series 
would  be  pleased  to  own  one.  By  date  from  1883 
through  1912,  the  series  is  readily  collectible,  with 
only  1885, 1886,  and  1912-S  being  somewhat  elusive. 
Each  of  these  dates  are  included  in  the  present  listing. 
Of  course,  high-quality  pieces  are  not  easy  to  find  for 
any  date  (we  do  the  work  for  you  and  find  them!). 
1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  surfaces.  Super  gem  quality  such  as  this  is 
not  easy  to  find . 875 

1883  Liberty  Head.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 

liant.  A  nice  example  of  this  famous  coin,  a  rela¬ 
tively  plentiful  issue  (but  not  necessarily  in  MS-65 
grade)  that  in  the  1880s  was  the  sensation  of  the 
news  media.  Publicity  concerning  this  "error"  (no 
CENTS)  attracted  many  people  to  the  numismatic 
hobby . 295 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Cheap 

at  today's  market  level . 595 

1886  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 
surfaces.  Second  only  to  the  1885  in  its  fame  as  a 

scarce  19th-century  date . 699 

1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nice  eye  appeal  with  gun- 
metal-blue  toning . 699 

1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 645 

1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lovely  light  golden  irides¬ 
cence . 595 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  A  splendid  gem, 
a  beautiful  piece . 595 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 595 

1890  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 995 

1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Beautifully  toned  in  light 

shades  of  gold . 595 

1893  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  A 

lovely  coin  for  your  type  collection . 575 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 765 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 765 

1899  Proof -65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning . 595 

1899  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 199 

1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 595 

1902  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  585 

1903  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 695 

1904  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  In  this  issue  we  have 
one  of  the  nicest  selections  of  Proofs  we've  offered 
in  a  long  time.  Nearly  all  are  one-of-a-kind  in  our 


stock . 695 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 


1906  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning.  Lots  of 
value  here  — choice  and  gem  Proofs  of  the  1900s 
are  quite  overlooked  (but  just  try  to  form  a  set 
combining  high  numerical  grade  plus  excellent 

aesthetic  appeal  —  not  easy  to  do!) . 595 

1906  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 295 


1910  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  often  seen  so 

fine . 595 

1911  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  more  difficult 

to  obtain  than  generally  realized . 695 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  shades  of  gold 

and  amber  with  a  hint  of  blue . 225 

Rare  1912-S  Nickel 

1912- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lovely  golden  surfaces.  Low¬ 

est  regular  mintage  issue  in  the  Liberty  Head  se¬ 
ries  1883-1912 .  1,795 

All  authentic  specimens  examined  are  from  a  slightly 
bulged  obverse  die  at  the  front  of  Miss  Liberty's  hair.  Thus,  the 
experienced  numismatist  can  tell  this  variety  simply  by  look¬ 
ing  at  the  obverse. 

Buffalo  Nickels 

One  of  the  most  interesting  of  all  United  States 
coin  designs  is  the  Buffalo  nickel.  This  series  is  among 
the  most  popular  today.  For  many  years,  we  have 
made  a  specialty  of  these  coins.  We  invite  you  to  "dis¬ 
cover"  our  inventory  and  tap  it  as  a  source  to  build 
your  personal  collection. 

We  expend  much  effort  to  acquire  truly  choice 
pieces.  Numerical  grading  and  certification  is  only 
one  part  of  the  equation.  Combining  this  with  choice 
quality  makes  the  search  challenging.  However,  we 
are  up  to  the  challenge,  looking  through  hundreds  of 
pieces  to  find  those  few  that  are  just  right.  And  you 
are  the  beneficiary. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  listing  offers  a  particularly  extensive  se¬ 
lection  —  one  of  the  finest  ever.  I  f  you  are  an  advanced 
specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to  order  pieces  which 
you  still  need.  Either  way,  a  very  nice  selection  of 
high-quality  pieces  awaits  you! 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.(PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant..  825 

1913- D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  419 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  sur¬ 
faces . 1,295 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  350 

Wonderful  Quality  1914-D  Nickel 

191 4- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  gem 


with  a  trace  of  pale  golden  toning.  Nicely  struck 
and  aesthetically  appealing.  An  important  branch 
mint  issue  when  found  so  fine . 1,625 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 275 

1916- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 


Attractive  Gem  191 6-S  5C 


1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  in  pale  rose 
and  gold.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  nearly 


full  details  at  the  bison's  shoulder.  A  lustrous 
gem . 2,520 

A  bit  of  reiteration:  If  quality  is  important  to  you,  you've 
come  to  the  right  place.  If  you  are  buying  "numbers,"  but  not 
specific  quality,  then  there  are  places  to  buy  cheaper  (after  all, 
the  items  we  do  not  buy  have  to  be  sold  by  others). 

1917  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 795 

1917  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  especially  lustrous. 
Exactly  the  type  of  quality  that  our  buyers  spend 

so  much  time  looking  for! . 550 

1917  MS-64.  Brilliant . -. . 189 

Lovely  Gem  1917-D  5<t 


1917-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  show  at¬ 
tractive  pale  rose  iridescence.  Nicely  struck  for  the 
date;  not  fully  struck,  but  with  decent  design  details 


present  on  the  reverse.  An  elusive  branch  mint  issue, 

particularly  so  in  gem  Uncirculated . 3,095 

1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  scarce  issue,  espe¬ 
cially  in  this  grade . 985 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous . 719 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  gold . 719 

1917-D  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 425 

1917-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 425 


Gem  Mint  State  1917-S  5C 


1917-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  iridescence  at 
the  rims,  satiny  silver  gray  toward  the  centers.  A 
lustrous  gem,  nicely  struck  and  appealing  in  all  re¬ 
spects.  Of  modest  rarity  when  found  so  fine.  3,250 
1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  especially  beautiful 
specimen  from  a  fine  old-time  collection.  Prob¬ 
ably  acquired  at  or  near  the  time  of  issue,  and  kept 
in  one  cabinet  since  that  time . 1,450 

Splendid  1918-D  Nickel 


1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicately  toned.  A  superb 
strike,  and  worthy  of  close  attention  and  interest 
for  this  fact,  in  addition  to  its  quality  as  an  MS-64. 
If  you  could  find  10  specimens  of  the  1918-D  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  in  MS-64  grade  and  line  them  up  in  a 
row,  we  expect  this  specimen  would  be  at  the 
head  of  the  group,  quality-wise!  A  find  tor  the 
connoisseur  and  specialist . 2,2^5 
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1918-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray.  Some 
striking  weakness  is  present  at  the  centers,  typi¬ 
cal  for  the  date.  A  scarce  and  popular  branch  mint 


issue . 1,350 

1919  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 


Beautiful  1919-D  Nickel 


191 9-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Satiny  golden  gray 
surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  pale  sky  blue.  This 
lovely  near-gem  1919-D  is  one  of  the  nicest  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date  we  have  offered  in  recent 
memory.  Nicely  struck,  not  full,  but  not  "flat  as 
a  pancake"  as  often  seen  for  the  date.  A  truly  out¬ 
standing  coin  overall,  a  Buffalo  nickel  that  will 
be  displayed  with  pleasure  for  many  years  to 
come . 2,450 


High-Quality  1919-S  5C 


1919- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 
ing.  A  splendid  coin  of  especially  choice  quality; 
one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled,  a 
coin  that  outranks  some  we've  seen  graded  as  MS- 
65!  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you'll  really  enjoy  hav¬ 
ing  this  as  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection.  .  3,995 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfaces. ...  750 

Choice  Mint  State  1920-D  Nickel 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Wonderful  rose  toning.  A 

very  scarce  coin  at  this  level . 1,550 

Memorable  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  spectacu¬ 
lar  iridescent  rose  and  pale  blue  highlights.  Very 
attractive  overall,  nearly  prooflike  in  the  fields.  A 
superb  strike  for  the  date,  with  virtually  all  details 
sharp  and  clear.  A  true  prize!  This  coin  will  delight 
the  connoisseur  and  advanced  numismatist.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  one  of  the  key  issues  to  completing  a  Buffalo 


nickel  set,  particularly  at  this  grade . 3,995 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  a  rarity,  but  so  nice 

to  own . 635 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 169 


Attractive  1923-S  Buffalo  Nickel 

1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of 


the  more  elusive  issues  in  the  series . 1,495 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 


Memorable  Quality  1925-S  5C 


1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  light  golden  toning.  Far-above-average  strike. 
A  lovely  specimen  that  ranks  as  one  of  the  very 
finest  we  have  ever  seen  or  owned;  a  specimen 
that,  quality-wise,  is  nicer  than  90%  of  the  MS-64 
coins  in  existence.  If  quality  is  your  forte,  this  coin 
is  for  you! . 4,625 

Important  1925-S  Nickel 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  gray 
with  a  touch  of  rose.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date;  not 
quite  sharp,  but  nearly  full  design  detail  is  found 
in  the  areas  that  matter.  A  very  nice  example  at 
the  MS-63  level  of  this  important  San  Francisco 


variety . 1,795 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 195 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1927- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  elusive  at  this 

grade  level . 685 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1928- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  iridescence  on 

satiny  surfaces.  A  lustrous  coin  of  near-gem  qual¬ 
ity.  A  decent  strike  overall,  not  sharp,  but  by  no 

means  weak . 1,295 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in  this 
choice  preservation . 635 

1928- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1929  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

Gem  1929-D  Nickel 

1929- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  condition  rarity. 

Very  elusive  in  gem  Mint  State . 1,695 

1929- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1930  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 479 

1930  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 539 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1931 - S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 


1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  lovely  gold 
and  rose  toning  on  matte-like  surfaces.  Some 
lightness  of  strike  is  noted  on  the  reverse,  not 
unusual  for  this  particular  Denver  Mint  product. 
If  you  like  your  Buffalo  nickels  attractively  toned 


this  one  is  for  you . 1,295 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 245 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 


1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

Attractive  1936  Proof  Nickel 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-66  (PCGS)  Lustrous  motifs 
with  light  gold  and  blue  deep  mirror  surfaces. 
The  second  and  most  desired  style  of  the  year 
with  "brilliant"  or  "mirror"  (rather  than  matte) 


finish . 1,595 

1936- S/S  Fivaz-Stanton  5C-O20.  Repunched  mintmark 

MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning . 295 

1937- D  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant . 125 

1937-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 


1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 125 

Popular  1937-D  3-Legged  5C 


1937-D  3-Legged  "error."  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
example,  far  above  average,  a  quality  coin  in  the 
front  rank  of  extant  specimens  at  the  MS-64  level. 
A  find  for  the  specialist . 5,995 

1937- D  3-Legged  "error."  EF-45.  Highly  collectible 

quality . 525 

1938- D  MS-67  (NGC).  Wonderful  champagne  sur¬ 
faces.  Not  at  all  rare,  but  certainly  nice . 179 

1938-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  "high  end"  MS-67, 
an  item  for  the  condition  conscious  collector.  The 

quality  is  present,  too . 179 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  for  your  "type"  set . 65 

1938-D/D/  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Go¬ 
ing!  Going!  Almost  gone!  We  acquired  a  nice 
group  of  these,  each  with  the  D  over  S  feature 
very  bold,  and  they  have  been  selling  like 
hotcakes.  Add  a  superb  gem  to  your  collec¬ 
tion,  even  if  Buffalo  nickels  are  not  your  spe¬ 
cialty!  This  is  one  of  the  most  dramatic  of  all 


overmintmarks! . 335 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 


Thanks ,  Denis! 

From  Denis  Coring,  January  10,  2000: 

Rare  Coin  Review  #132  may  be  the 
best  single  issue  of  a  numismatic  peri¬ 
odical  I've  ever  read.  Scholarly  articles, 
fascinating  personalities,  some  fun 
stuff,  all  scattered  among  neat  coins. 
The  whole  thing  was  a  real  pleasure  to 
read,  not  just  a  catalogue  to  get 
through.  Thanks! 


Juw  July  2000/ Rare  Cow  Review  #135 
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§  by  Joel  /.  Orosz 

And  Yet,  in  Numismatics,  Here  We  Are 


It  was,  as  Yogi  Berra  famously  re¬ 
marked,  "deja  vu  all  over  again."  I  was 
talking  with  a  fellow  numismatist  at  a  coin 
show,  and  he  began  to  wax  fatalistic  about 
the  agonizing  death  of  our  hobby.  "Kids 
don't  collect  coins  anymore,"  he  said  dole¬ 
fully.  "All  they  care  about  is  Pokemon  cards, 
Pokemon  collectibles,  Pokemon  video  gams." 
Plunged  into  Poke- pessimism,  he  lamented, 
"In  10  years,  numismatics  will  be  history." 

I  could  only  smile.  It  all  reminded  me 
of  the  Sherlock  Holmes  story  in  which  an 
oversized  plug-ugly  threatens  Holmes'  life 
should  he  not  desist  investigating  a  case. 
"I'll  kill  you  if  you  don't  stop"  the  thug 
snarls,  his  voice  dripping  with  menace. 
The  great  detective  replies,  "So  many  have 
said -and  yet  here  I  am."  The  coin 
hobby's  death-by -Pokemon  is 
only  the  latest  in  a  long  line  of 
collectible  crazes  that,  at  the 
time  they  were  sizzling,  seemed 
certain  to  fry  the  coin  hobby,  and 
yet,  in  numismatics,  here  we  are. 

Granted,  the  Pokemon  mania  is  all- 
consuming  for  thousands  of  kids,  in¬ 
cluding  my  own  nine-year-old  son. 
Pokemon  —  "pocket  monsters"  in  Japa¬ 
nese— are  fanciful  critters  that  are  captured 
and  trained  to  fight  each  other  by  youthful 
Pokemon  masters.  My  son  owns  all  of  the 
versions  of  the  Pokemon  video  game,  most 
of  the  trading  cards,  and  several  of  the  col¬ 
lectibles.  It  is  true  that  the  only  way  in 
which  I  can  interest  him  in  a  coin  is  if  it  de¬ 
picts  Pikachu,  Bulbasaur,  or  one  of  the 
other  152  creatures  in  the  Pokemon  menag¬ 
erie.  Surely,  he  cares  little  for  numismatics 
now.  But  has  Pokemon  made  him  indiffer¬ 
ent  to  coin  collecting  forever?  History 
would  suggest  otherwise. 

It  was  merely  a  couple  of  years  ago,  for 
example,  back  when  no  American  kid  had 
ever  heard  of  Japanese  pocket  monsters, 
that  seemingly  every  one  of  them  was 


willing  to  run  over  his  or  her  own  grand¬ 
mother  to  collect  Beanie  Babies.  You  re¬ 
member  Beanie  Babies -little  bean-filled 
plush  toys  with  punning  names -like 
"Spots"  for  a  Dalmatian.  In  the  late  1990s 
it  was  not  unusual  for  boys  and  girls  alike 
to  have  Beanies  by  the  dozen.  Prices  for 
rarer  issues  were  shooting  up,  and  soon 


adults  were  joining  in  the  fray.  I  distinctly 
remember  some  of  my  numismatic  friends 
mournfully  saying  in  those  days  that  coins 
were  yesterday's  news,  that  it  was  the  age 
of  the  bean  bag.  Today,  these  babies  aren't 
worth  beans,  and  yet  in  numismatics,  here 
we  are. 

If  we  were  to  go  back  a  few  years  before 
kids  began  babying  Beanies,  the  early  1990s, 
we  will  recall  the  mania  for  money  cards. 
These  credit  card-sized  pieces  of  plastic  al¬ 
lowed  people  to  prepay  for  needed  services, 
such  as  long  distance  calling.  The  cards 
could  be  imprinted  with  any  sort  of  graphic, 
and  those  that  featured  coins  appealed 
mightily  to  younger  (and  many  older)  nu¬ 


mismatists.  Before  long,  coin  dealers'  cases 
were  overrun  with  money  cards,  a  couple  of 
magazines  were  founded  to  cater  to  this 
new  hobby,  and  confirmed  coin  collectors 
began  to  lament  that  numismatics  would 
soon  be  as  dead  as  a  disconnected  number. 
Today,  the  money  card  hobby  has  used  up 
all  of  its  time,  and  yet  in  numismatics,  here 
we  are. 

Now  let's  go  back  to  the  late  1980s.  The 
coin  killer  of  the  Desert  Storm  era  was  the 
baseball  card.  Kids  were  avidly  pursuing 
Mickey  Mantle  or  Willie  Mays  rookie 
cards,  and  speaking  knowledgeably  about 
the  relative  merits  of  Topps  vs.  Fleer  prod¬ 
ucts.  The  card  hobby  got  so  big  that  the 
folks  who  slab  coins  started  slab¬ 
bing  cards,  as  well.  Hockey  su¬ 
perstar  Wayne  Gretzky  laid 
out  hundreds  of  thousands  for  a 
rare  Honus  Wagner  card.  Clearly, 
said  my  pessimistic  pals,  the 
death  of  coin  collecting  was  in  the 
cards.  Today,  the  baseball  card  collec¬ 
tors  have  been  caught  in  a  squeeze 
play,  and  yet  in  numismatics,  here  we 
are. 

Baseball  cards,  money  cards,  Beanie 
Babies,  I've  watched  them  all  roar  onto 
the  stage  in  bright  flashes  of  glory,  then 
grope  their  way  off  in  near-total  darkness, 
or  at  least  to  try  to  re-form  themselves  to 
become  a  standard  hobby  with  some  stay¬ 
ing  power.  That  is  why  no  Pokemon  — not 
even  the  mighty  Charizard  — frightens  me. 
Fads  burn  so  brightly  that  it  is  hard  to  see 
anything  else,  but  nothing  can  sustain  that 
kind  of  heat  for  long.  Eventually  (and  usu¬ 
ally  sooner  rather  than  later),  they  burn 
themselves  out,  leaving  behind  only  em¬ 
bers,  if  that.  Pokemon's  days  are  numbered, 
and  soon  it  will  experience  the  mortifying 
transformation  by  which  today's  white-hot 
collectible  becomes  tomorrow's  garage  sale 
giveaway. 
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And  Yet,  in  Numismatics,  Here  We  Are 


by  Joel  ].  Orosz 


But,  as  fads  come  and  go,  numismat¬ 
ics-mark  mv  words  — numismatics  will 

J 

endure.  It  emerged  spectacularly  on  the 
scene  in  the  United  States  back  in  1850s, 
but  it  proved  to  be  a  fad  that  lasted.  The 
reasons  for  this  persistence  are  many,  not 
the  least  of  which  is  the  fact  that  coin  col¬ 
lecting  is  a  hobby  for  grown-ups.  One  can 
hardly  imagine  many  children  retaining 
the  same  enthusiasm  for  pocket  monsters 
20  years  from  now  that  they  cherish  today. 
Coins,  however,  are  a  different  matter. 
They  can  be  enjoyed  by  children,  and 


when  the  children  grow  up,  their  numis¬ 
matic  interests  can  mature  with  them.  So 
let  the  trendy  fads  wax  and  wane,  the  coin 
hobby  will  be  with  us  today  and  tomor¬ 
row.  Also,  coins  can  be  the  entryway  to  an 
adventure  with  history,  or  economics,  or 
politics,  or  one  or  another  of  many  other 
related  pursuits.  Rare  coins  tie  in  nicely 
with  just  about  everything. 

My  advice,  then,  when  confronted  by 
the  next  Big  Thing  that  seems  poised  to 
crush  numismatics,  is  to  just  wait  a  bit  for 
it  to  dry  up  and  blow  away.  And  when  a 


despairing  fellow  hobbyist  moans  that  the 
Big  Thing  is  killing  the  coin  hobbv,  just  re¬ 
ply  with  the  (slightly  amended)  wise 
words  of  Holmes:  "So  many  have  said  — 
and  yet,  in  numismatics,  here  we  are.” 


Some  Comments  from  Harnj  Salyards 


This  letter  recently  came  to  your  editors 
from  our  good  friend  Harry  Salyards.  As  many 
of  our  readers  brow  Harry  is  the  editor  of 
Penny  Wise  and  one  of  the  finest  Students 
around  on  the  Subject  of  Numismatics 

Dear  Dave, 

Enclosed  are  a  number  of  emendations, 
elaborations,  and  corrections  on  your 
"drafty  draft."  I  had  a  good  time 
pulling  all  this  stuff  together;  it 
gave  me  the  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
plore  a  lot  of  "old  friends"  on  my 
library  shelves  which  I  hadn't 
taken  down  in  some  time.  I  hope 
you  find  it  useful. 

Second,  I  enclose  an  advance 
copy  of  my  March  Penny-Wise  in¬ 
troduction.  Its  relevance  is  self-ex¬ 
planatory. 

Last  but  hardly  least,  I  want  to 
thank  you-  for  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  one  of  the  S.S.  Central 
America  double  eagles.  (Mark  served  as  my 
"eyes"  on  this  transaction,  and  I  was  very 
pleased  with  the  choice.)  It  is  an  incredibly 
beautiful  coin,  and  a  superbly  evocative 
one.  Collectors  are  so  fond  of  romanticiz¬ 
ing— 'George  Washington  may  have  spent 
this  1794  large  cent,'  or  'How  many 
parched-throated  miners,  straight  from 
their  shift  at  Gould  and  Curry,  bought 
drinks  with  this  1870-CC  silver  dollar?'  — 
but  here  is  a  case  where  we  know  where 
this  coin  was  on  September  12,  1857:  in¬ 


stant  pedigree,  older  than  any  traceable 
large  cent  sales  chain  that  I  know  of!  In¬ 
stant,  melancholy  pedigree,  1  should  prob¬ 
ably  say,  considering  the  human  dreams 
that  died  that  day.  Other  than  the  Brother 
Jonathan,  we  have  nothing  comparable  in 
United  States  numismatics.  The  stories  of 
the  Randall  Hoard  and  Nichols  Find  cents 
are  couched  in  phrases  like  "said  to  have 


been,"  and  when  we  come  to  attributing  a 
given  19th-century  silver  coin  to  the 
Economite  Hoard  or  the  Guatemala  Hoard, 
the  operative  word  is  "probably." 

By  the  way,  this  new  purchase  makes  a 
very  interesting  commentary  on  the  'shift¬ 
ing  sands'  of  grading.  The  only  other  Coro¬ 
net  double  eagle  that  I  own  was  purchased 
back  in  November,  1978  from  a  small 
dealer  who  had  once  lived  in  Omaha, 
where  I'd  gotten  to  know  him.  1  had  al¬ 
ways  found  his  grading  to  be  conservative, 


and  experience  down  the  years  has  borne 
out  the  fact  that,  when  I've  sold  a  coin  1 
bought  from  him,  I've  never  lost  money. 
Anyway,  he  sold  me  an  1891-S  worth 
about  $1,300.  When  grading  standards 
tightened  significantly  in  the  early  '80s,  1 
took  another  look  at  the  coin,  and  decided 
that  maybe  it  would  really  only  "go"  63/ 
65.  Pass  down  to  the  mid-90s,  now,  as  the 
spread  between  "63"  and  "65"  be¬ 
comes  ridiculous,  and  the  body  of 
data  published  by  PCGS  begins  to 
"mature,"  statistically;  it  becomes 
apparent  that  a  grade  of  "65,"  even 
on  one  side,  is  now  almost  unheard 
of  for  many  Coronet  double  eagles, 
including  the  1891-S.  So  today,  1 
laid  that  1891-S  out  next  to  my  new 
1857-S,  and  then  I  examined  them 
both  with  a  glass,  particularly  for 
the  extent  of  scuffs  on  Liberty's 
cheek,  as  well  as  for  sharpness  of 
strike.  And  the  "verdict"  comes  in 
two  parts: 

IP  The  1891-S  is  (still)  a  most  attrac¬ 
tive  coin. 

2P  But  it's  not  as  nice  as  my  "MS- 
62"  1857-S. 

Go  figure! 

If  you  want  to  use  this  experience  as  an 
aside  on  grading  in  your  "gold  book,"  feel 
free  to  do  so. 

Sincere  regards, 

Harry  Salyards 
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Dave  Bowers  says:  "You'll  really  enjoy  belonging  to  our 


...and  here  is  your  invitation  to  join!"  No  continuing 
obligation,  just  the  opportunity  to  build  a  really  beau¬ 
tiful  collection  by  working  with  Bowers  and  Merena! 


Here  is  how  our  CPP  works: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your 
liking)  a  package  of  choice,  rare,  and 
interesting  coins  will  arrive  in  your  mail¬ 
box!  Each  coin  will  be  carefully  hand¬ 
picked  for  its  eye  appeal  and  quality,  and 
priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We  guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best:  Morgan 
silver  dollars,  United  States  gold  coins, 

Indian  cents,  commemorative  half  dollars, 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars— you  name  it 
You  let  us  know  the  grades  you  prefer.  If  you 
want  only  PCGS  coins,  or  NGC  coins,  or 
"raw"  coins,  let  us  know  and  we  will  comply. 

We  will  review  the  coins  and  pick  only  the 
pieces  we  would  like  to  have  for  our  collec 
tion. 

Gail  Watson,  Janet  Lavertue,  and  Debbie 
McDonald  will  personally  make  each  selection 
for  you,  keeping  track  of  coins  you  already  have. 
Current  CPP  members  agree  that  personal  ser¬ 
vice,  quality  of  coins  acquired,  and  flexibility  are  the 
greatest  attributes  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 

Here  is  what  you  will  receive  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will  grow.  You  and 
your  family  will  enjoy  your  coins  and  will  be  proud  to 
own,  study,  and  display  them. 

And,  here's  an  additional  attraction  for  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  members:  Each  coin  will  be  invoiced 
at  a  special  4%  discount  from  our  regular  list  price! 

And,  that's  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality  coins  and 
personal  service  and  attention,  you'll  receive  our  peri¬ 
odical  publications,  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The 
Coin  Collector  free  of  charge. 


Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Gail,  Janet,  or  Debbie  at  1- 
800-222-5993,  credit  card  in  hand.  Let 
them  know  your  collecting  interests,  the 
amount  you  would  like  to  spend  each 
month  (minimum:  $100),  and  the  grades 
you  would  like  to  collect.  Your  first  shipment 
of  beautiful  coins  will  be  in  your  mailbox  before 
you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to 
change  the  grade  you  desire,  your  monthly 
payment,  or  the  series  you  collect.  If  you 
are  like  most  of  our  clients,  you'll  be  a 
happy  camper"  for  a  long  time. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  really  great  hobby.  As  a 
member  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
you'll  have  a  great  time!  We  look  forward  to 
having  you  with  us. 


note  from  Dave: 


Q.  David  Bowers 


Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  has 
been  in  effect  for  many  years.  Through 
this  convenient  service  thousands  of 
collectors  worldwide  have  built  truly 
beautiful  collections  in  the  specialty  of 
their  choice.  These  collections  have 
ranged  from  modest  holdings  valued  at 
a  few  thousand  dollars,  to  the  beautiful  Columbia  Collec¬ 
tion  of  gold  coins  that  was  auctioned  by  us  last  year  for  a 
seven-figure  price.  After  spending  years  acquiring  coins 
from  us,  the  owner  of  the  Columbia  Collection  consigned 
it  to  us  for  sale  (and  made  a  very  nice  profit,  by  Mj^ay, 
although  we  never  make  a  representation  in  this  jegnrd). 

For  you  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  bee  kyns.  Read 
all  about  it  on  this  page. 


United  States  Silver  Coins 


Half  Dimes 

Half  dimes  are  an  interesting  series,  and  one  that 
is  challenging  to  collect  if  you  use  a  magnifying  glass. 
These  pieces  are  quite  small,  so  they  cannot  be  col¬ 
lected  otherwise,  except  casually.  However,  through 
the  looking  glass  there  is  a  wealth  of  numismatic  de¬ 
tail  to  be  found,  especially  among  the  issues  in  the 
early  reach  of  the  series,  1794-1805  ('cept  we  don't 
have  any  right  now!!!)  and  the  Capped  Bust  style, 
1829-1837. 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes 

Splendid  1832  Half  Dime 

1832  Valentine-1,  Logan  McCloskey-3.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Among  the  finest 
known  of  this  die  marriage . 1,495 

Star  12  is  repunched.  The  center  dot  on  the  neck  is 
elongated  and  has  a  long  die  line  slanting  down  to  the  right. 
The  legend  has  El  slightly  low  and  M  is  missing  its  right 
diagonal.  All  of  the  shield  lines  penetrate  to  the  second  cross¬ 
bar.  The  upper  berry  is  weak  and  stemless,  isolated  in  the  field. 

And,  of  course,  it's  difficult  to  tell  the  players  without  a 
program —and  for  half  dimes  that  program  is  the  dandy  book 
covering  the  series  from  1794  to  1837 — by  Russell  J.  Logan  and 
John  W.  McCloskey.  Our  Publications  Department  has  a  copy 
waiting  for  your  order! 

1833  V-l,  LM-10.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Warmly  toned  in 

medium  gold.  Well  struck  from  lightly  clashed 
dies.  An  ideal  selection  for  a  type  set  or  a  date 
collection . 1,295 

The  obverse  die  is  well  executed.  The  reverse  die  is  the 
same  used  to  coin  1831  V-l. 

1833  V-l,  LM-10.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 245 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1838  No  Drapery.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 219 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely 

specimen . 725 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 219 

1841  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  nicely  toned  in  gold  and 

blue . 439 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  rose,  blue  and 

amber  toning . 475 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

Arrows  were  added  to  the  date  to  signify  the  reduced 
weight  authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21, 1853.  Although 
the  weight  stayed  at  the  reduced  level,  arrows  were  used  only 
through  1855,  then  discontinued.  The  Arrows  design  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar 
series,  but  not  to  the  trime  or  silver  dollar  The  trime  had  a 
lower  intrinsic  value  and  metal  composition,  and  the  Liberty 


Seated  dollar  was  allowed  to  "float"  with  its  melt-down  value 
being  more  than  its  face  value,  even  after  1853.  Such  dollars  were 
mainly  used  as  bullion  coins  in  the  export  trade  to  the  Orient. 


1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 639 

1858  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 525 


1864-S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning.  About  as  nice  as 
this  issue  is  generally  found.  Branch  mint  half 
dimes  were  not  recognized  for  their  numismatic 
desirability  until  two  or  three  decades  later,  by 


which  time  most  had  acquired  wear . 595 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning.  A  delightful 
half  dime,  one  that  is  rare  in  all  grades . 835 


Dimes 

This  listing  offers  many  interesting  dimes  from 
the  Capped  Bust  style  onward,  continuing  to  modern 
times.  Along  the  way  there  are  many  worthwhile 
coins  for  your  consideration,  including  seldom  seen 
dates  of  desirable  quality. 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

Delightful  1814  Large  Date  Dime 


1814  John  Reich-3.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant,  frosty  lustre 
and  a  trace  of  champagne  toning . 3,650 

Desirable  1821  Small  Date  10C 


1821  JR-8.  Small  Date.  MS-63  fNGC)  Attractive  sat¬ 
iny  gray  surfaces  display  lively  blue  iridescence  in 


Maximize  Your  Enjoyment 

Buy  a  book  or  two  or  three  for  your 
library.  We  encourage  you  to  do  this, 
and  to  help  you  along  we  offer  you 
special  discounts.  See  our  book  section! 


the  protected  areas.  A  desirable  variety,  especially 
in  Mint  State . 2,895 

Beautiful  1822  Dime  Rarity 


1822  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Nicely  toned 
with  shades  of  blue  and  gold.  Very  pleasing.  A 
key  date  among  Capped  Bust  dimes,  seldom  seen 
in  grades  better  than  Good.  In  fact,  even  in  that 
grade  we  seldom  have  one  for  sale  (nor  do  others 
generally  have  them).  The  advanced  specialist 
would  do  well  to  call  quickly . 4,695 

1823/2  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  Small  E's.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 
trous  satiny  surfaces  display  rich  rose  toning  at 
the  peripheries.  Not  easy  to  locate  in  this  rela¬ 
tively  high  grade . 645 

Mint  State  1824/2  Dime 

1824/2  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden 
surfaces.  Lustrous  and  very  attractive.  An  elusive 
issue,  seldom  seen  in  any  grade . 1,850 

Lovely  AU  1824/2  Dime 

1824/2  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 
suggestion  of  golden  toning.  Decidedly  difficult 
to  locate  at  this  high-grade  level . 1,395 

1825  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  EF-40.  Deeply  toned . 295 

1827  JR-la.  Rarity-2.  Recut  7.  AU-53.  A  lustrous  pearl 
gray  specimen  with  attractive  rose  and  pale  blue 
iridescence  present  on  both  sides . 649 

1827  JR-la.  Rarity-2.  Recut  7.  AU-50  (NGC) .  595 

Uncirculated  1828  JR-1  Dime 

1828  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  Small  Date.  MS-62  (NGC)  Richly 

toned  slate  gray  surfaces  with  golden  iridescence. 
Pleasing  for  the  grade.  An  elusive  issue . 1,495 

1830  JR-2.  Small  10C.  MS-63  (NGC).  Chiefly  brilliant 
with  a  splash  of  light  gold  toning.  Lustrous, 
sharply  struck,  and  choice  for  the  grade.  ...  1,295 

1831 JR-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  719 

1831  JR-5.  MS-63.  Rim  break  on  reverse  Sharplx 

struck.  Pleasing  light  toning.  A  nice  candidate  for 
your  type  set . QQS 

1833  JR-5.  Last  3  high.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 

faint  peripheral  gold  toning . 825 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-61  (NGC)  Brilliant  lustrous 

and  nicely  struck  for  the  date .  <W5 
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1834  JR-2.  Rarity-5.  Large  4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 895 

1835  JR-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin  for  a 

type  set . 465 

1835  JR-5.  AU-50.  Deep  golden  brown  toning.  ...  345 

Choice  1835  JR-9  Dime 


1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  and 
frosty  near-gem  coin  that  pushes  the  upper  limits 
of  the  assigned  grade.  Sharply  struck  and  devoid 
of  all  but  the  most  trivial  marks.  An  outstanding 
specimen,  no  doubt  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the 
die  variety.  A  true  prize,  virtually  a  must  for  the 
alert  specialist . 2,495 

1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant 

with  light  gold  peripheral  toning.  The  reflective 
fields  contrast  nicely  with  the  frosty  devices,  par¬ 
ticularly  on  the  reverse . 775 

1836  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  sat¬ 
iny  with  a  hint  of  proof-like  lustre . 795 

1836  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 

whisper  of  champagne  toning . 795 

1837  Capped  Bust.  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Last 

year  of  the  Capped  Bust  design.  Sharply  struck 
and  brilliant . 560 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 


Gem  1837  Liberty  Seated  10C 


1837  Liberty  Seated.  Breen-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 
Date.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  amber  surfaces 
with  blue,  light  brown,  and  rose  highlights.  One 
of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  in  the  gem  category. 

Ideal  for  a  high-grade  type  set . 6,995 

The  Large  Date  is  characterized  by  a  flat  top  to  the  3, 
numerals  being  more  delicate  than  on  the  Small  Date  variety, 
and  with  the  date  being  of  course  larger.  The  difference  is 
dramatic  when  the  two  varieties  are  viewed  side  by  side. 

Mint  State  1837  Liberty  Seated  Dime 
1837  Liberty  Seated.  Breen-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 
Date.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning  on  the  obverse,  deep 
rose  and  gold  on  the  reverse.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  for  the  grade . 1 ,495 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  Breen-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 
Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Mostly  white  with  a  hint  of 
light  amber  peripheral  toning.  A  nice  combination 
of  fairly  high  grade  with  fairly  low  price.  A  lot  of 

coin  for  the  price  offered . 875 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  Breen-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 
Date.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 795 


1837  Liberty  Seated.  Breen-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 

Date.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Nicely  toned . 595 

1838-0  Liberty  Seated.  Greer-102.  No  Stars.  EF-45 

(NGC).  Nicely  toned.  Scarce  and  interesting  type; 
the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  issue  of  the  without- 

stars  style . 735 

The  first  30  examples  of  the  1838-0  dime  were  struck  on 
May  7, 1838,  of  which  10  were  given  to  dignitaries  and  20  went 
into  the  cornerstone  of  the  New  American  Theatre  in  New 
Orleans  (cf.  Walter  Breen,  in  his  Complete  Encyclopedia,  1988,  p. 
308).  Others  were  struck  in  June  and  July,  and  more  in  early 
1839  from  the  1838  die  pair. 

1838  Large  Stars.  Breen-3220.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set . 525 

1838  Large  Stars.  Greer-101.  Doubled  Die  Reverse. 
AU-55.  Doubling  plainest  at  D . 195 

Satiny  Mint  State  1842-0  IOC 


1842-0  Medium  O.  MS-61  (NGC).  A  satiny  and  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  with  lively  golden  toning  on 
golden  gray  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  of 
the  design.  A  rarity  in  Mint  State.  Early  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint  dimes  are  always  popular  with  today's 
collectors,  especially  when  so  finely  preserved 
(they  also  represent  the  only  branch  mint  coinage 
in  the  denomination  prior  to  1856).  An  opportu¬ 
nity  to  obtain  quality  and  value  with  one  phone 

call! . 3,450 

1847  Greer-103.  Large  Date.  AU-58  (ANACS).  ...  450 


Memorable  Mint  State  1849-0  Rarity 


1849-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 
Across  the  board  the  silver  coinage  at  New  Or¬ 
leans  in  1849  is  memorable  for  its  elusive  charac¬ 
ter.  Very  few  specimens  have  survived  in  higher 
grades.  The  Liberty  Seated  dime  specialist  will 
really  appreciate  this  lovely  coin,  a  major  rarity  in 
MS-61  grade,  and  a  coin  with  much  eye  appeal  to 

accompany  the  grade  designation . 3,295 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Superb  lustre  on  satiny 
surfaces.  Plenty  of  eye  appeal  and  a  splash  of  gold 

present  as  well . 1,195 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  high¬ 
lights  on  lustrous  surfaces . 1,195 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 675 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1854  AU-53  (ANACS).  Light  toning . 159 


1864-S  Dime:  A  Connoisseur's  Treasure! 

1864-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 
Very  rare  in  Mint  State,  as  virtually  no  one  (per¬ 
haps  absolutely  no  one)  collected  S-Mint  coins  at 


the  time!  This  was  about  a  decade  before  certain 
westerners  began  to  pay  attention  to  their  own 
coins.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  had  in 
our  inventory  — quite  a  telling  statement  as  we 
believe  we  have  handled  just  as  many  rare  coins 
as  almost  anyone,  past  or  present.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date.  The  specialist  will  truly  appreciate 

this  opportunity . 1,495 

1865  F-15  (NGC).  Very  rare  in  all  circulated  grades.  It 
is  a  curious  but  true  fact  that  we  have  more  Proof 
1865  dimes  over  the  years  than  we  have  of  pieces 
in  Fine  grade!  A  major  find  for  the  specialist  525 
1872-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 395 


Lustrous  1873  Arrows  Dime 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  deeply  lus¬ 
trous.  A  truly  magnificent  circulation  strike,  one 
of  the  highest  quality  MS-64  coins  you'll  ever  see! 
Ideal  for  a  type  set . 2,495 

1873  Arrows.  AU-53  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  light 

golden  surfaces . 345 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  light 

golden  surfaces . 1,195 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 950 

1877-CC  Type  II  Reverse.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  595 

1880  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.725 

1881  Proof-64  (NGC).  Wonderfully  toned  in  rose, 

magenta,  and  blue . 695 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  com¬ 
mon  date  in  rather  uncommon  (for  this  date) 
grade.  As  such,  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a 
high-level  coin  for  your  type  set  at  just  a  small 
fraction  of  what  you  would  have  to  pay  for  a 
rarity  (such  as  an  early  S-Mint  dime)  in  compa¬ 


rable  grade . 1,295 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1887-S/S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1890  MS-62  (ICG).  Attractive  light  rainbow  iridescent 

toning . 175 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 


Don't  Miss  the  Book  Section 

See  our  book  section  in 
this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  for  some  realiv  ter¬ 
rific  buys  on  interesting 
and  valuable  reference 
books.  The  same  30-day 
guarantee  of  satisfaction 
you  get  with  coins  ap¬ 
plies  to  our  books  as  well. 


18 


June-July  2lXX)/Kiire  Coin  Renew  #1  V 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Barber  Dimes 

Our  offering  has  quite  a  few  scarce  and  rare 
pieces  in  the  Barber  dime  series.  Two  nice  1895-0 
examples  and  a  memorable  1901-S  come  to  mind  as 
do  a  few  other  rare  issues  — as  well  as  many  Barber 
dimes  at  more  popular  price  levels. 

1892-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1893  10< 


1893  Proof-67  (NGC).  Gorgeously  toned  in  shades  of 
amber,  blue,  and  rose.  One  of  the  very  finest  Proof 
1893  dimes  in  existence  — a  wonderful  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  grading  number  and,  equally  important 
(in  our  opinion),  eye  appeal  and  aesthetic  value. 


Take  it  home  for . 4,995 

1894  MS-60 . 265 


Gem  froof  1895  Dime 

1895  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Wonderful  light  champagne 
surfaces.  An  important  opportunity  due  to  the 
scarcity  of  circulation  strikes  (the  1895  being  the 
most  elusive  Philadelphia  Mint  Barber  dime  in 
circulation  strike  form) . 1,895 

Important  1895-0  Dime  Rarity 


1895-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  attrac¬ 
tive  gold  and  magenta  peripheral  toning.  Aside 
from  the  1894-S  rarity,  the  1895-0  is  the  key  to  the 

Barber  dime  series . 2,850 

1895-0  VF-39  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  specimen  of 

this  much  desired,  much  admired  issue . 1,250 

1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Mint  State  examples 
are  seldom  offered . 1,025 

Barber  dirfies  in  MS-63  and  MS-64,  >f  carefully  selected  (as 
we  do  when  we  buy  them  for  our  inventory),  form  an  interest¬ 
ing  specialty,  and  one  that  mounts  a  distinct  challenge.  Use 
this  issue  to  start  your  systematic  collection  of  this  design,  or 
to  add  to  one  you  already  have. 

Outstanding  Mint  State  1896-S  IOC 


1896-5  MS-64  (NGC).  Vividly  toned  in  gold  and  rose 
iridescence.  Nicely  struck  with  even  the  most  fi¬ 
nite  details  boldly  rendered.  You'll  find  yourself 
wondering  why  this  beautiful  coin  isn't  in  a 
holder  bearing  a  higher  grade!  Certainly  one  of 


the  most  important  dates  in  the  Barber  dime  se¬ 
ries,  particularly  in  MS-64 .  2,995 

1898-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  elusive  issue, 
more  so  than  generally  recognized.  A  really  great 
coin  in  our  opinion! . 1,350 

Choice  1899-S  Dime 


1899-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  splashes 
of  amber  peripheral  toning.  An  exceptional  Bar¬ 
ber  dime . 2,150 


1899-S  MS-63  (NGC)  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning.  695 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  pale  golden 
peripheral  toning . 925 

Rare  Mint  State  1901-0  Dime 

1901-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  center'-  with  amber 
peripheral  toning.  Very  attractive.  A  rare  issue 
although  often  overlooked  for  the  well-known 
1901-S  dime,  which  tends  to  garner  all  of  the  pub¬ 
licity . 1,975 

1901- S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Natural  pale  gray  with  a  hint 

of  gold . 475 

1902- 6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1903- S  AU-50.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  one  of  the  ke\ 

issues  in  the  Barber  dime  series . 1,050 


Haseltine  Protests  Too  Much 


The  following  item  is  in  the  same  vein 
as  would  be  "I've  Always  Told  the  Truth,": 
by  Bill  Clinton  (or  Richard  Nixon),  or  "The 
Importance  of  Obeying  the  Law,"  by  A1 
Capone,  or  "Why  Foxes  Should  Guard  the 
Henhouse,"  etc. 

This  little  article/item  was  written  by 
Philadelphia  dealer  John  W.  Haseltine  and 
appeared  on  page  41  of  his  catalogue  of  A 
Valuable  Collection  of  United  States  and  For¬ 
eign  Coins  and  Medals,  January  21, 1880: 

Lot  1081a:  1880  Half  Dollar,  Quarter,  Dime. 
Uncirc.,  bright.  3  pieces. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  Colo¬ 
nel  A.L.  Snowden,  has  authorized  me  to  state, 
that  he  will  furnish  on  application,  to  every  bona 
fide  collector,  two  sets  of  these  Uncirculated 
coins,  at  the  face  value.  As  was  done  in  1879, 
speculators  ( not  the  legitimate  coin  dealers)  tried 
to  secure  these  coins  and  to  sell  them  at  fancy 
prices,  claiming  that  only  100  sets  were  struck. 
Colonel  Snowden,  however,  stopped  at  once  the 
sale  to  these  speculators,  and  had  a  sufficient 
number  struck  ($1,000  worth  of  each  denomina¬ 
tion)  to  supply  all  bona  fide  collectors.  It  is  par¬ 
ticularly  just  on  my  part,  to  state  that  Superinten¬ 
dent  Snowden  shows  an  earnest  effort  to  sup¬ 
press  the  abuses  and  acts  of  favoritism  I  com¬ 
plained  of,  and  to  assist  the  legitimate  efforts  of 
legitimate  Coin  Dealers. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  say  the  same  of  the  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Mint.  Notwithstanding  all  remon¬ 
strances,  and  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Numis¬ 
matic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia, 
the  name  of  whose  President  -  the  venerable  Eli 
K.  Price— should  alone  be  sufficient  to  secure  re¬ 
spectful  consideration  on  the  part  of  a  "  public 
servant"  at  the  hour  of  writing,  the  Director  has 


ordered  the  150  Goloid  Metric  Sets,  still  at  the 
Mint,  to  be  forwarded  to  Washington,  "subject  to 
the  order  of  the  Coinage  Committee." 

In  other  words,  we  may  again  have  to  apply 
for  these  sets  to  some  speculator,  or  some  politi¬ 
cal  bummer,  or  to  people  who  are  neither  " the 
wives,  the  sisters,  the  cousins,  or  the  aunts"  of  Con¬ 
gressmen.  There  certainly  seems  to  be  room  here 
for  the  operation  of  the  advocates  of  "Civil  Ser¬ 
vice  Reform." 

Haseltine  was  the  funnel  or  semi-secret 
outlet  for  unscrupulous  Mint  officials  to 
market  rare  patterns,  mulings,  and  other 
delicacies.  Col.  Archibald  Loudon 
Snowden  was  in  the  forefront  of  the  Mint 
officials  engaging  in  monkey  business, 
with  his  statements  ranging  from  mislead¬ 
ing  to  patently  fraudulent.  Other  partners 
in  crime  included  Chief  Coiner  Oliver 
Bosbyshell  and  the  late  Dr.  Henrv  R. 
Linderman  (a  longer  list  could  be  given). 

A  recent  commentary  about  Snowden, 
sent  to  the  editor  by  R.W.  Julian,  will  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  forthcoming  multi-volume 
work  on  gold  coins. 

Large-scale  Mint  shenanigans  began  in 
spring  1859  and  ended  in  summer  1885. 
Countless  official  statements,  proclamations, 
declarations  of  mintage  quantities,  etc.,  is¬ 
sued  during  this  period  are  outright  lies. 

More  could  be  written.  And  has  been. 
And  will  be. 

P.S.  The  Mint  still  makes  "delicacies." 

Question:  How  do  you  or  /  obtain  a  2000 
Sacagawea  dollar  struck  in  gold?  A  dozen 
were  made,  so  we  have  been  told. 
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1903-S  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  scarce  San 


Francisco  Mint  dime . 750 

1905-S  MS-60  PL.  A  trace  of  russet  toning . 265 

1905-S  MS-60.  With  a  hint  of  champagne  toning.  225 

1907- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1908-  S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  sharply  de¬ 
tailed . 795 

1909- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck. ...  595 

1910  MS-60.  Brilliant . 95 

1910- D  AU-58.  Wonderful  light  rainbow  irides¬ 
cence . 135 

191 0-S  AU-55.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 215 

1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 629 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1914- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 


Mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  many  choice  "Mer¬ 
cury"  dimes  of  especially  high  quality,  including  a 
few  earlier  dates  and  many  nice  examples  from  the 
1930s  to  1945.  A  date  and  mintmark  collection  toward 
the  end  of  the  series,  beginning  in  1934,  can  be  as¬ 
sembled  for  very  low  cost,  including  beautiful  Mint 
State  pieces. 

A  nice  way  to  build  a  set  is  to  buy  a  few  inexpen¬ 
sive  issues  each  month,  then  go  from  there.  Ask  Gail 
or  Janet  about  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
whereby  we  keep  your  want  list  on  hand  and  auto¬ 
matically  send  you  shipments  for  your  approval  and 
satisfaction.  Over  a  long  period  of  years,  we've 
helped  to  form  many  nice  collections  this  way. 

P.S.:  We  like  to  call  them  Mercury  dimes,  but  we 
realize  that  some  others  (e.g.,  Coin  World)  think 
Winged  Liberty  Head  is  better. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 
with  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 289 

1917- D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  A  nice  white  coin  with 

frosty  devices . 595 

1918  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  sharply  struck 
and  deeply  lustrous,  brilliant  specimen;  a  coin  of 
special  hand-selected  quality.  Buy  this  one  and 
you'll  never  even  think  about  upgrading  it!  1,295 

191 8- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Extraordinarily  high 

grade! . 1,095 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1921  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  champagne 

surfaces.  A  choice  and  very  attractive  specimen  of 
this  key  date  — the  lowest  mintage  Philadelphia 
Mint  Mercury  dime . 1,855 

1921- D  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  very  appealing 

specimen  of  this  key-date  issue . 895 

Three  issues  are  generally  considered  key-dates  among 
early  Mercury  dimes,  and  these  are  191 6-D,  1921,  and  1921-D. 
In  addition,  the  two  overdate  issues  of  1942  can  be  added  to 
this  club  Otherwise,  there  are  several  very  elusive  coins, 
especially  in  higher  Mint  State  grades 

1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1929  MS-66  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 165 

1 931  -S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  mintage!  665 
1935-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Beautiful  golden  toned 

surfaces . 895 

1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 


1937  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 


of  golden  toning . 325 

1937-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1937-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 445 

1938  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 319 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1939  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1940  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 235 

1940-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  light 

blue  toning . 110 

1940-S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 195 

1940-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1941- S  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently  bought  a 

group  of  PCGS  beauties!  Buy  one  for . 49 


Use  this  listing  to  build  your  own  set  of  choice  Mint  State 
Mercury  dimes.  We  offer  a  combination  of  high  technical 
(numerical)  grade,  plus  nice  eye  appeal,  plus  reasonable  mar¬ 


ket  price. 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1944-D  MS-66  FB.(PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1944-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 42 

1944- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1945- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 


Roosevelt  Dime 

1950  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  hint  of 
golden  toning  at  the  periphery . 32 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces 

1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ..  1,150 
1875-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  pewter-gray  surfaces.  265 

Quarter  Dollars 

We  are  pleased  to  present  a  very  nice  selection  of 
quarter  dollars.  Along  the  way  you  will  find  many 
scarce  "types"  as  well  as  rare  dates  and  varieties.  Lots 
of  new  purchases!  Lots  of  beautiful  coins! 

Early  Quarter  Dollars 

1818  Browning-2.  VF-30  (ANACS).  A  nice  original 


piece . 365 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  VF-25 .  295 


Rare  1822  Quarter  With  25/50C  Reverse 


1822  25/50C  B-2.  Rarity-5+.  VG-10.  Medium  golden 
gray  surfaces  with  lighter  high  points.  A  few  tiny 
marks  are  present,  hut,  more  importantly,  the 


blundered  reverse  denomination  is  plainly  evi¬ 
dent  to  the  unaided  eye.  A  popular  and  desirable 
rarity.  Pleasing  for  the  assigned  grade . 3,950 

The  engraver  thought  he  was  making  a  die  for  a  half 
dollar  and  started  cutting  "50"  rather  than  "25" !  This  error  was 
soon  discovered,  and  the  proper  25  number  was  cut  over  the 
mistake.  The  result  is  known  today  as  the  "25  over  50c" 
variety.  After  it  was  used  in  1822  it  apparently  went  on  the 
shelf  and  was  not  employed  again  until  mated  with  an  1828 
obverse  die  six  years  later.  As  the  most  notable  quarter  dollar 
die  blunder  of  its  era,  the  inclusion  of  an  example  in  a  cabinet 
has  always  been  a  high  order  of  priority  for  specialists. 

1822  B-l.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Wonderful  toning . 995 

1825/3  B-2.  Rarity-2-.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden 
gray  surfaces  show  strong  lustre  for  the  grade, 
with  deeper  gold  and  rose  toning  in  the  recessed 
areas.  Scarce  so  fine . 1,195 

1825/3  B-2.  Rarity-2-.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Nearly  full 
brilliant  lustre  with  a  whisper  of  champagne 
toning . 1,095 

1825/3  B-2.  EF-40.  Deep  gray  toning . 675 

1825/3  B-2.  EF-40  (NGC).  Deeply  toned . 675 

Lovely  1828  B-l  Quarter 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  silver 
gray  specimen,  mostly  prooflike,  with  attractive 
golden  iridescence  on  the  high  points.  Rare  so 
fine . 1,450 

1831  B-l.  Rarity-2+.  Small  Letters.  MS-62  (NGC). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the 
first  year  of  the  new  design  type.  Generally  over¬ 
looked  in  grade  descriptions  is  the  fact  that  E 
PLUR1BUS  UNUM,  appearing  on  earlier  variet¬ 
ies,  is  now  omitted . 1,295 

1831  B-l.  Rarity-2+.  Small  Letters.  MS-61  (PCGS). 
Beautiful  champagne  surfaces . 995 

Die  notes:  Perfect  obverse.  The  reverse  die  is  cracked  from 
the  base  of  2,  through  the  olive  leaves  and  wing  tip,  to  the  base 
of  UNITED,  angling  through  ST AT  to  the  top  of  ES.  Another 
crack  is  seen  from  the  center  of  5  through  the  top  of  C  and 
continues  faintly  through  all  three  arrow  heads. 

1833  B-l.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (NGC).  Lovely  blue  and 

gold  toning . 825 

Mint  State  1834  B-3  Quarter 

1834  B-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lively  silver  gray 

surfaces  show  splashes  of  electric  blue  and  gold 
on  the  obverse,  even  medium  gold  toning  on  the 
reverse.  Nicely  struck  and  graced  with  the  over¬ 
all  appeal  of  a  slightly  higher  grade . 1,395 

Die  notes:  Although  Browning  originally  described  this 
variety  with  the  obverse  perfect,  a  light  diecrack  extends  from 
the  rim  above  star  8  through  the  very  top  of  the  cap,  continuing 
to  the  field  above  star  7.  This  crack  is  visible  on  the  Browning 
plate.  The  reverse  has  a  crack  through  STA,  curving  down 
over  the  eagle,  joining  the  top  of  the  wing  on  the  right,  and 
extending  through  R1C. 

1834  B-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  and  grav 
surfaces . 725 

1834  B-5.  Rarity-6.  VF-35 . 

1835  B-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  bril¬ 
liant . 619 

Die  notes:  The  obverse  is  lightlv  cracked  through  the  base 
of  5  and  to  the  right.  Eight  clash  marks  extend  down  from 
Liberty's  ear. 

1835  B-5.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant .  .  t>95 

1836  B-l  Rarity-3+.  \U-50(P<  ( IS) 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Near-Gem  Mint  State  1838  25<t 


1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  MS-64  (NGC).  Beautiful  sat- 
inv  surfaces,  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper 
of  light  gold  peripheral  toning.  Rare  at  this  grade 

level  and  very  desirable . 4,950 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  AU-50.  Very  attractive  with 

light  champagne  surfaces . 595 

1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  just  a  whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral 
toning . 595 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 


Lovely  1843-0  Quarter 

1843- 0  Small  O.  AU-58  (NGC).  Frosty  devices  with 

light  champagne  syrfaces . 1,850 

1844- 0  EF-45  (ANACS)! . 175 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  surfaces . 1,295 

Choice  Mint  State  1854  Quarter 


1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 
hint  of  light  gold  peripheral  toning.  Not  a  great 
rarity  by  any  means,  but  quite  elusive  in  this 
combination  of  high  grade  and  beautiful  appear¬ 
ance . 2,750 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
rich  golden  red  toning  at  the  rims.  A  nice  coin  for 

the  grade . 1,295 

1854  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 295 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  Ex¬ 
ceptionally  high  grade  for  this  date . 1,395 

Rare  Mint  State  1857-S  Quarter 
Specialists  Take  Note! 


1857-S  MS-62  (AN ACS).  Nice  lustre  with  light  rain¬ 
bow  iridescence.  A  superb  quality  example  of  a 
grade  seldom  encountered,  even  when  great  collec¬ 
tions  come  to  market.  The  specialist  will  truly  ap¬ 


preciate  the  opportunity  to  acquire  this  rarity 
which  combines  a  Mint  State  grade  with  sharp 
striking  and  high  aesthetic  appeal.  A  truly  exciting 
coin.  As  Thomas  L.  Elder  might  have  said,  any 
Uncirculated  quarter  dollar  from  the  San  Francisco 
Mint,  struck  in  this  decade,  is  a  rare  bird . 3,850 

Mint  State  1858-0  25<  Rarity 


1858-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  gray  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  with  splashes  of  lively  blue,  pink,  and  gold 
iridescence  on  both  sides.  A  plentiful  date  in  cir¬ 
culated  grades,  but  a  rarity  of  some  importance  in 
Mint  State  (as  is  true  of  many  early  New  Orleans 
issues  in  various  series).  Sharply  struck  in  all  ar¬ 
eas . 2,950 

1864  Proof-63.  Frosty  with  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,095 

1864  Proof-63  (NGC).  Frosty  devices  with  rainbow 
iridescence.  A  very  scarce  coin  at  any  Proof  level, 
and  a  rare  date  in  any  circulated  grade  as  well.  A 

key  to  the  series . 1,095 

1873  No  Arrows.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Attractively  toned 
in  hues  of  rose  and  purple.  Scarce  so  fine . 925 

Proof  1873  Arrows  Quarter 

1873  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Nice  frosty  devices 
enhanced  by  mirrored  fields.  Always  in  demand 
for  inclusion  in  type  sets.  Rare  so  nice! . 1,695 


Choice  1873  With  Arrows  Quarter 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  near-gem 
quarter  with  beautiful  champagne  highlights  on 
satiny  surfaces.  Always  popular  as  a  type  coin, 
particularly  when  so  finely  preserved . 2,495 

Mint  State  1873  Arrows  25C 

1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

An  important  and  popular  type  coin . 1,995 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  desirable  for  inclusion  in  a  type  set . 995 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 895 

1874-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Well  struck  with  light 
golden  surfaces.  A  popular  choice  for  collectors  of 

type  coins  by  mint . 1,095 

1875  Type  II  Reverse.  MS-63  (PCGS)  Light  amber  on 
lustrous  surfaces.  Choice  for  the  grade . 495 


Curious  1877-S  Over  Horizontal  S  25  < 


1877-S/S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
mens  of  one  of  the  most  interesting  silver  coins  of 
this  era  —  a  variety  which  at  this  level  is  very  hard 
to  find . 3,195 

The  die  sinker  in  the  Engraving  Department  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  first  punched  the  S  mintmark  in  a  "lazy"  or 
horizontal  position,  recognized  his  blunder,  and  corrected  it 
by  overpunching  the  S  in  the  correct  position.  However,  even 
under  low  magnification  the  error  is  dramatically  visible.  This 
famous  variety'  lends  a  bit  of  spice  to  the  sunset  era  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  series. 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splendid  speci¬ 

men  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Not  often  do  we 
have  a  circulation  strike  to  offer  for  sale.  They  are 
much  rarer  than  Proofs . 1,095 

Frosty  1885  25c 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  centers  with  attrac¬ 

tive  rainbow  peripheral  toning.  Low-mintage  is¬ 
sue,  today  rare  in  any  grade . 1,850 

Brilliant  and  Rare  1885  25c 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  very 
nice  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  Liberty  Seated 
quarter . 1,850 

Barber  Quarters 

Our  offering  of  Barber  quarters  includes  a  nice  selec¬ 
tion  of  date  and  mintmark  varieties,  carefully 
purchased,  and  guaranteed  to  please.  Included  are  a  feu 
scarce  dates  and  numerous  examples  of  modest  price. 


1892  Tvpe  I  Reverse.  AU-53 . 119 

1892-0  Type  I.  Reverse.  MS-60.  Lustrous  light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 295 

1892- S  Type  1  Reverse.  AU-50 .  285 

1893  MS-63.  Attractive  champagne  surfaces . 325 

1893- 0  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 375 

1893- S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 295 

1894  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  There  is  lots  of  value 
to  be  had  at  the  Proof-63  level,  in  our  opinion. 645 

1894- 0  Doubled  Mintmai  k.  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 259 

1894-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  825 

1894- S  AU-50  (NGC) . 189 

1895- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 425 

1896  AU-58.  Attractive  golden  surfaces . 185 

1896- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Scarce  695 

1896-0  VF-30 .  275 


1899- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  575 

Choice  Mint  State  1900-S  25< 

1900- S  MS-63  (PCGS)  Highly  lustrous  and  choice  tor 

the  grade.  Pale  golden  halos  enhance  the  periph¬ 
eries . 1,475 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


* 


1902- S  MS-62.(PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1903  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 125 

1903- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Wonderful  lustre  with  light 

champagne  surfaces.  A  very  scarce  variety  in  this 
high  grade . 1,350 

1903-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  lilac  ton¬ 
ing  surrounding  Miss  Liberty . 665 

1907- D  AU-50 . 185 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 

surfaces . 585 

1908  AU-58.  Golden  surfaces . 149 

1908- D  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 129 

1908- 0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 165 

1909  MS-60 . 155 

1909  AU-55.  Golden  surfaces . 135 

1909- D  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 175 

1909-D  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 165 

1909- D  AU-53 . 159 

1910  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 129 

191 0- D  AU-58.  Deeply  toned . 295 

1910- D  EF-40 . 99 

1911  EF-45.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 99 

1911- S  VF-20 . 59 

1913  EF-45  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  date.  Lightly  toned. 

Under-appreciated  in  the  shadows  of  the  much 
scarcer  1913-S  issue . 465 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  595 

191 4-D  AU-55.  Attractive  golden  toning . 135 

1914- S  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  quite  scarce . 1,150 

1915- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,225 

1915-S  AU-53.  Brilliant . 209 

1915-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 195 


Gem  191 6-D  Barber  Quarter 

1916-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1495 

Another  Gem  1916-D  Barber  Quarter 

1916- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  1,495 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

Quarters  of  this  design,  produced  from  1916  to 
1930,  are  at  once  interesting  and  beautiful.  In  this  is¬ 
sue  we  offer  a  nice  selection  emphasizing  Mint  State 
pieces  and  rarities.  What  a  nice  start  we  provide  with 
a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  1917.  Soon  thereafter  is 
listed  an  attractive  1918/7-S  overdate.  Beyond  that 
there  are  bound  to  be  other  quarter  dollars  of  interest, 
whether  the  series  is  new  to  you  or  you  have  been  a 
specialist  for  a  long  time. 

Pleasing  1917  Type  I  25< 

1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  A  very  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue . 1,750 

1917  Type  I.  MS-60  FH.  Brilliant . 199 

1917- D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 195 

1917-S  Type  I.  MS-63  FH.  Lovely  light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 495 

1917  Type  II.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 1,025 

1917-D  Type  II.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 175 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,250 


1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces 
with  a  hint  of  rainbow  iridescence  at  the  periph¬ 


eries . 549 

1917-S  Type  II.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 


Brilliant  AU  1918/7-S  25C  Rarity 


1918/7-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces 
with  light  toning  around  the  rims.  Overdate 
boldlv  defined.  A  magnificent  specimen  of  this 
famous  and  very  elusive  variety.  If  you've  been 
seeking  a  high-grade  specimen  of  this  classic  is¬ 
sue,  your  search  ends  here . 9,850 

The  1918/7-S  variety  was  generally  unknown  to  numis¬ 
matists  until  the  1930s.  The  first  high  grade  specimen  to  come 
to  market  is  believed  to  have  been  sold  by  Syracuse,  NY,  dealer 
Barney  Bluestone  on  December  4, 1937. 

Desirable  1918/7-S  Overdate  25<t 


1918/7-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
splendid  coin  that  is  sure  to  please.  A  key  to  the 
series . 9,550 

Gem  1918-D  Quarter 

1918-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fullv  brilliant  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre.  A  beautiful  gem  with  strong  eye  appeal.  1,595 
1918-D  MS-62  FH  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  925 


1918- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1919- S  VF-30 .  259 


Gem  1920-D  Quarter  Dollar 


1920-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightlv  toned  in  pale  cham¬ 
pagne  with  deeper  gold  at  the  rims.  Not  easy  to 


find  in  this  high  grade . 2,350 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning . 650 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 650 


Knowledge  is  the  Key  to  Profit 
See  our  Books  for  Sale  Section 


Likes  His  Quarter  Dollars 


This  came  in  the  mail  from  J.S.  and  was 
addressed  to  Gail  Watson: 

Thanks  again,  Gail,  for  suggesting  the 
beautiful  1892-S  and  1916-D  Barber  quar¬ 
ters  to  me,  as  your  picks  from  the  choices 
I  gave  you. 

In  fact,  of  the  handful  of  AU  Barber 
quarters  I  own,  this  1892-S  is  now  my  fa¬ 
vorite!  I  do  not  exaggerate  when  I  say  I 
think  it  has  every  bit  the  eye  appeal  of  an 
MS-63,  or  finer,  example.  Everything 
about  it  aesthetically  (and  the  16-D  too,  by 
the  way)  is  just  what  I'd  hoped  for! 

You  know,  like  most  people  I  haven't 
nearly  the  discretionary  funds  I'd  like  to 
spend  on  coins,  but  given  the  service  I  al¬ 
ways  receive  from  you,  you'd  think  my 
surname  was  Garrett,  Eliasberg,  or  Bass! 
And,  while  I  am  writing,  let  me  mention 
that  I  have  really  enjoyed  the  wonderful 
CD  set  from  Bowers  and  Merena,  "An 


Evening  with  Cecil  B.  DeMille."  It  was 
very,  very  nice! 

So,  thank  you  again  —  I  hope  that  in  the 
future,  I  can  return  to  all  of  you  the  kind¬ 
ness,  courtesy,  and  good  wishes  I'm  al¬ 
ways  receiving.  Coin  collecting  is  really  a 
great  hobby -but  since  making  my  first 
purchase  from  you  a  few  years  ago,  and 
more  recently  subscribing  to  your  publica¬ 
tions,  my  enjoyment  and  appreciation  of  it 
has  easily  increased  tenfold! 

To  go  off  on  a  quick  tangent  — about  a 
year  ago,  Dave  wrote  of  his  travels  out 
West,  and  reported  finding  an  1874  atlas  of 
DuPage  County,  Illinois.  Well,  I  have  the 
same  book  — the  centennial  edition  from 
1974  — as  DuPage  County  is  where  I  was 
born  and  raised.  So  — Dave,  should  you 
desire  to  see  how  places  in  that  atlas  ap¬ 
pear  today,  I'd  love  to  help!  Until  then,  I 
remain 

Yours  truly,  [J.S.] 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


i 


Important  1923-S  Quarter  Dollar 


1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning  at  the  rims.  An  elusive  low-mintage  date 
that  commands  attention  in  gem  Mint  State.  2,350 
1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Flashy! . 325 

Of  all  Standing  Liberty  quarters  toward  the  end  of  the 
series,  the  1926-D  has  one  of  the  most  interesting  stories. 
Ostensibly  it  should  be  a  rarity,  as  the  mintage  of  1,716,000  is 
among  the  lower  numbers  of  its  era.  However,  for  reasons  not 
quite  dear,  quantities  of  bank-wrapped  rolls  were  saved,  and 
these  came  on  the  market  over  a  period  of  years,  primarily 
from  the  1940s  through  the  early  1960s.  By  now  most  have 
been  dispersed,  and  examples  are  seen  one  at  a  time.  However, 
the  availability  of  these  pieces  has  made  it  possible  for  the  type 
collector  as  well  as  the  variety  specialist  to  obtain  a  nice 
example  at  a  price  significantly  lower  than  might  have  other¬ 
wise  been  the  case.  In  contrast,  the  1926-S,  with  a  much  higher 
mintage — 2,700,000  —  was  saved  only  in  very  small  quantities, 
and  today  is  at  least  100  nf200  times  rarer  in  Mint  State  than  the 
1926-D! 

Lustrous  1927-S  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 


1927-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 3,750 

1929  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1929- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1930  MS-64.  Brilliant . 285 

1930- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 


Washington  Quarters 

The  new  "state"  reverse  quarter  program  has 
generated  considerable  revised  interest  in  the  entire 
spectrum  of  Washington  quarters.  Advanced  collec¬ 
tors  and  novices  alike  are  all  waiting  for  their  own 
state  reverse  to  be’issued.  We  are  eagerly  anticipating 
our  own  New  Hampshire  quarter  to  be  issued  in  the 
autumn,  possibly  with  first-strike  ceremonies  at  the 
tail  end  of  July.  Around  that  time  well  write  a  little 
story  about  it,  perhaps  calling  upon  our  fine  friend 
David  Sundman  to  add  details.  Way  out  in  Colorado, 
expatriate  Granite  Stater  Ken  Bressett  had  a  lot  to  do 
with  it,  too. 

1932-S  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Lowest  mintage  issue  in  the 


series . 365 

1932-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 165 

1934-D  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,125 

1935  MS-67  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  in  gold  and  am¬ 
ber . 255 

1937-D  MS-66  NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 195 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 


1939  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  vellow  surfaces . 195 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1940  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lightlv  toned . 145 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1940- S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49 

1941- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1942- S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1942-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1942- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1943- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 45 

1944- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 75 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16 

1944- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 85 

1945- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned . 45 

1946- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  amber 

peripheral  toning . 85 

1947- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 85 

1947-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1949  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned . 49 

1949- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 55 

1950- D/S  Breen-4354.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Golden  ton¬ 
ing . 239 

1950- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned . 35 

1951  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1951  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1951- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with  attractive 

amber  peripheral  toning . 72 

1952  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned . 35 

1952- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 35 

1952-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  amber 

peripheral  toning  from  4:00  to  7:00  on  obverse  and 
from  2:00  to  5:00  on  reverse . 72 

1953  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1954  Proof-67  (ANACS).  Light  rainbow  surfaces.  39 

1954-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 72 

1954-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  peripheries...  72 
1957  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  amber  surface  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  while  the  reverse  has  a  whisper  of  light 
golden  toning . 65 

1957  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  gold  peripheral  toning . 65 

1959  Proof-67  (ANACS).  Frosty  and  lustrous . 35 

1959  MS-67  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 79 

1961  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1961  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  19 

1962  Proof-66  Cameo  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 39 

1963  Proof-66  Cameo  (ANACS) . 39 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1964  Proof-67  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 35 


Half  Dollars 

The  series  of  earlv  half  dollars,  particularlv  those 
dated  from  1794  through  the  1830s,  are  very  popu¬ 
lar— and  have  been  for  a  long  time.  In  this  issue  we 


offer  manv  interesting  coins,  all  graded  carefully  and 
all  priced  to  be  good  values  for  you.  Our  selection 
begins  in  the  Draped  Bust  series. 

As  you  know  if  you've  been  a  constant  reader, 
our  problem  is  buying  coins,  not  selling  them!  Thi^  is 
just  the  opposite  of  most  businesses  — which  have  an 
endless  supply  and  have  to  spend  all  of  their  effort^ 
persuading  customers  to  make  purchases.  Here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  we  trv  to  be  persuasive,  but  in  a 
gentle  way,  to  be  sure  that  you  buv  exactly  what  you 
desire.  Actually,  the  coins  themselves  are  our  best 
"salesmen,"  for  virtually  always,  anyone  who  sends 
us  a  trial  order  to  test  our  quality  keeps  coming  back 
again  and  again. 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollar 

1806  Overton-llla.  Rarity-4.  6  Over  Inverted  6.  VF- 

30  (PCGS).  Late  die  state.  A  scarce  variety  that  is 
very  popular  and  in  demand  bv  Guide  Book  vari¬ 
ety  collectors . 1,395 

Capped  Bust ,  Lettered  Edge 
Half  Dollars 


1807  Half  Dollar 


1807  0-112.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (ICG).  Golden  and  blue 
surfaces . 2,695 

1809  0-102.  EF-40.  Deeply  toned  in  shades  of  amber 

with  lovely  blue  peripheral  toning . 235 

1810  0-101.  EF-40.  Nicely  toned . 185 

1820/19  0-102.  Curl  2.  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Half 

dollars  dated  1820  are  the  scarcest  of  their  era, 

except  for  1815/2 . 875 

1827  0-138.  Rarity -4.  EF-45.  Light  rose  surfaces  with 

a  hint  of  sea-green  at  the  periphery . 495 

1832  O-lll.  AU-53.  Nicely  toned . 255 

1834  Small  Letters,  Large  Date.  AU-50  (PCGS). ..  235 

Lustrous  1839-0  Half  Dollar 

1839-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 
light  golden  peripheral  toning.  The  first  readilv 
collectible  half  dollar  bearing  a  mintmark,  the  fa¬ 
mous  1838-0  being  for  all  practical  purposes  un¬ 
obtainable.  Pleasing  in  every  respect . 1,650 

Libert y  Seated  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  in 
eludes  many  interesting  pieces  within  this  popular 
series.  Over  the  years  manv  specialists  in  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars  have  made  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  their  headquarters  for  scarce  and  rare 
pieces.  We  invite  vou  to  join  them' 
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This  &  That 


"FIRST  QUARTER  SPOTTED"  was 

the  title  of  a  recent  article  in  Numismatic 
News.  Your  editor  read  the  story  to  see  if 
the  coin  had  been  spotted  or  stained,  but  it 
turned  out  that  the  "spotted"  coin  was  ob¬ 
served. 


LEONARD  AUGSBURGER  re¬ 
cently  sent  us  a  clipping  from  the 
Chicago  Tribune,  which  notes  that  in 
the  seeking  of  answers  as  to  whether 
the  Lincoln  "penny"  should  be  abol¬ 
ished  or  retained,  an  "economic  psy¬ 
chologist"  was  consulted.  Of  course, 
we  all  know  the  bottom  line  for  the 
"penny"  will  be  that  as  long  as  sales 
taxes  are  collected  and  people  enjoy 
money— there  seems  to  be  no  end  in 
sight  for  either— one-cent  pieces  will 
fill  a  purpose. 

•  •  • 

QUOTATIONS:  "Music:  it  is  the 
only  sensual  pleasure  without  vice." 
(Samuel  Johnson  as  quoted  by 
Sharon  Bobbe)  •  "I  read  half  of  the 
book  all  of  the  way  through." 
(Samuel  Goldwyn  as  quoted  by 
Maurice  Rosen) 


THE  OTHER  DAY  our  mailbox  con¬ 
tained  a  copy  of  a  nicely  illustrated  130- 
page  softbound  book  titled  The  Bank  of 
Cape  Fear  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  by 
Rare  Coin  Review  reader  Robert  S.  Neale. 
The  volume,  illustrated  in  color,  sells  for, 
believe  it  or  not,  just  $15  plus  $4  shipping 
and  handling  (order  from:  Lower  Cape 
Fear  Historical  Society,  126  South  Third 
Street,  Wilmington,  NC  28401;  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  has  no  involvement  but 
we  simply  include  this  information  as  a 
matter  of  interest).  The  work  is  very  nicely 
done  and  tells  all  that  you  might  hope  to 
know  about  the  bank  — along  with  maps, 


pictures  of  notes,  old  illustrations  as  well 
as  modern  views  of  the  restored  bank,  and 
even  more.  Anyone  with  an  interest  in  fi¬ 
nancial  history  of  the  mid-19th  century 
would  do  well  to  obtain  a  copy —  as  it  con¬ 
tains  a  lot  of  fascinating  information. 


WE  ALWAYS  ENJOY  READING  Con¬ 
sumer  Reports,  which,  among  other  things, 
regularly  publishes  curious  advertising, 
typographical  errors,  etc.  In  a  recent  issue 
they  reprinted  an  advertisement  of  a  serv¬ 
ing  tray  which  "features  cardinals,  which 
happen  to  be  the  state  bird  of  over  75  U.S. 
states"  —  adding  the  comment  that  perhaps 
these  states  might  be  ones  we  don't  know 
of,  how  about  "East  Virginia,  Middle  Da¬ 
kota,  New  York  City-State."  In  another 
item  noted  by  Consumer  Reports,  a  brass 
lock  and  handle  set  came  complete  with  a 
"lifetime  medical  warranty,"  probably  mis¬ 


placed  for  some  other  type  of  product,  un¬ 
less  there  is  the  possibility  that  it  might  be¬ 
come  ill. 

•  •  • 

PEACH  ALERT:  "[among  the  new  state 
reverse  quarters]  the  most  sought-after 
coin  is  a  Georgia  quarter  inadvert¬ 
ently  minted  with  an  upside  down 
peach... a  small  batch  was  made  be¬ 
fore  the  error  was  caught,"  this  sup¬ 
posedly  according  to  Mint  spokes¬ 
man  George  Hunter,  as  quoted  in  the 
Seattle  Post-Intelligencer,  clipping  sent 

by  reader  R.A.  Howes. 

•  •  • 

INTERESTING  SIDELIGHTS 

on  the  names  given  to  well-known 
awards:  The  Nobel  Peace  Prize  was 
funded  by  the  man  who  invented  dy¬ 
namite.  The  Pulitzer  prizes  for  fiction 
were  funded  by  Joseph  Pulitzer, 
whose  New  York  World  was  a  cham¬ 
pion  of  "yellow  journalism,"  the  gos¬ 
sip  sheet  of  its  day.  In  coin  collecting 
the  highest  award  given  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  is 
called  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award,  Zerbe 
being  an  individual  who  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  ANA  and  was  involved  in 
some  dirty  tricks  concerning  it  (ap¬ 
parently  those  naming  the  award  years  ago 
were  not  aware  of  these,  but  they  are  delin¬ 
eated  in  detail  in  a  later  study  The  American 
Numismatic  Association  Centennial  History, 
1891-1991).  A  high  honor  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  the  J.  Sanford  Saltus 
Award,  is  named  after  a  man  who  met  his 
unfortunate  death  while  cleaning  coins  — 
apparently  he  mistook  a  glass  containing 
potassium  cyanide  for  a  glass  of  ginger  ale. 
Now,  we  expect  a  reader  to  send  us  a  clip¬ 
ping  informing  us  that  the  A1  Capone 
Award  has  been  set  up  for  excellence  in 
law  enforcement! 
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This  &  That 


WHILE  THE  PLAZA,  PALACE, 
PIERRE,  and  other  hotels  are  well  known 
today  in  New  York  City,  finding  out  about 
Atwood's  Railroad  Hotel  is  a  more  difficult 
matter.  Numismatists  are  aware  that  one  of 
the  most  desirable  early  19th-century  to¬ 
kens  shows  George  Washington  on  horse¬ 
back,  and  bears  the  legend,  "CARRY  ME 
TO  ATWOOD'S...."  Reader  Victor 
Annaloro  has  been  trying  to  track  down 
some  advertisements,  press  notices,  or  an 
engraving  of  this  stopping  place,  which 
seems  to  have  been  in  business  in  the  very 
early  days  of  railroading  — circa  1832-4.  At 
last  word,  nothing  had  been  found.  Per¬ 
haps  a  reader  can  help? 

•  •  • 

MULTIPLE  MELVILLES:  H.  Melville 
was  a  successful  bidder  in  W.  Elliot 
Woodward's  sale  of  the  Joseph  J.  Mickley 
Collection,  1867.  It  turns  out  that  this  was 
not  Herman  Melville  of 
Moby  Dick  authorship 
fame,  but  was  a  jeweler 
at  76  Bleecker  Street, 

New  York  City. 

•  •  • 

HEY,  we  don't 
make  these  up  — read¬ 
ers  send  them  in:  A  fa¬ 
mous  Viking  explorer 
returned  home  from  a 
voyage  and  found  his 
name  missing  from  the 
town  register.  His  wife 
insisted  on  complain¬ 
ing  to  the  local  civic  of¬ 
ficial  who  apologized 
profusely  saying,  "I  must  have  taken  Leif 
off  my  census."  •  A  man  rushed  into  the 
doctor's  office  and  shouted,  "Doctor!  I 
think  I'm  shrinking!!"  The  doctor  calmly 
responded,  "Now,  settle  down.  You'll  just 

have  to  be  a  little  patient." 

•  •  • 

MORE  (can  you  handle  it!):  Evidence 
has  been  found  that  William  Tell  and  his 
family  were  avid  bowlers.  However,  all  the 
league  records  were  unfortunately  de¬ 
stroyed  in  a  fire.  Thus  we'll  never  know  for 

whom  the  Tells  bowled. 

•  •  • 

AMERICAN  MILITARY  HEROES 
JUSTLY  HONORED:  "Y2K  Medals: 


Army  soldiers  who  helped  attack  the  Y2K 
bug  will  be  given  medals,  raising  ire  of 
some  who  hold  the  same  medals  only  after 
years  in  combat  roles."  (USA  Today) 

•  •  • 

GEORGE  KOLBE,  well-known  seller 
of  out-of-print  numismatic  books,  was 
quoted  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  Asylum 
(journal  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania 
Society):  "Anyone  acquainted  with  the 
numismatic  literature  market  knows... 
that  when  a  book  is  in  print  or  widely 
available,  you  can't  sell  it.  When  it  is  out 
of  print,  you  can't  buy  it."  The  reference 
was  to  an  offer  made  to  him  about  25 
years  ago  of  1,000  copies  of  the  Hibler- 
Kappen  book  on  so-called  dollars,  at  a  re¬ 
mainder  price  of  $1  per  copy.  He  passed 
on  the  deal.  Today,  copies  of  the  H-K  book 
are  very  hard  to  find  and  are  expensive  if 
you  can  locate  one. 


LIKE  OLD  COIN  BOOKS?  That  is, 
old  books  about  coins  — not  just  books 
about  old  coins.  If  so,  send  $15  to  the  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Bibliomania  Society,  5911 
Quinn  Orchard  Road,  Frederick,  MD 
21701,  for  a  year's  membership,  includ¬ 
ing  a  subscription  to  The  Asylum.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  interesting  periodicals  in 
print  anywhere. 

•  •  • 

BAKERY  HISTORY:  "Bread  that  goes 
BANG!"  During  World  War  11,  the  OSS 
(forerunner  of  today's  CIA)  developed  an 
explosive  that  looked  like  flour.  Not  only 
did  it  look  like  flour,  but  when  mixed  with 
water  it  made  a  dough  which  could  be 


baked  into  bread  and  even  eaten!  These 
qualities  made  the  explosive  easy  to  dis¬ 
guise  and  or  conceal,  allowing  agents  to 
carry  it  through  enemy  lines  undetected." 
(from  the  Wright  Times,  published  by  the 
Wright  Museum,  Wolfeboro,  NH,  anecdote 
taken  from  WW1I,  4,139  Strange  and  Fasci¬ 
nating  Facts)  Editor's  comment:  Good  for 
making  popovers? 

•  •  • 

MARLBORO,  Massachusetts  was 
the  site  on  April  1  for  the  meeting  of  the 
East  Coast  Chapter  of  the  Musical  Box 
Society  International.  About  130  mem¬ 
bers  from  the  region  gathered  for  a 
three-day  conference  which  included  at¬ 
tending  an  auction  of  music  boxes  held 
by  Skinner's  (art  and  antique  auction¬ 
eers  of  Bolton,  MA),  talks,  and  visits  to 
the  homes  of  local  collectors.  Your  editor 
was  keynote  speaker  and  had  a  good 
time  reminiscing 
about  music  boxes, 
coin-operated  pianos, 
and  the  like.  Rare 
coin  dealers  Ken 
Goldman  and  Mark 
Yaffe  (all  the  way 
from  Florida)  were  on 
hand  at  the  confer¬ 
ence,  for  they  are  avid 
collectors  of  these  in¬ 
struments.  A  good 

time  was  had  by  all. 

•  •  • 

NEVER  HAS  ANY 
MINT  DIRECTOR  re¬ 
ceived  the  acclaim 
from  Coin  World  equal  to  what  editor  Beth 
Deisher  said  about  Philip  Diehl  in  a  recent 
issue.  Actually,  we've  had  several  fine 
Mint  directors  in  a  row  — a  sharp  contrast 
from  the  coin-collectors-be-damned  atti¬ 
tude  of  directors  from  before  about  the 
mid-1960s. 

•  •  • 

THE  MONEY  TREE:  Long  based  in 
Rocky  River,  Ohio,  the  firm  recently  called 
it  quits  in  the  business  of  auctioning  out- 
of-print  numismatic  literature.  "The  busi¬ 
ness  is  ending  due  to  the  health  related  re¬ 
tirement  and  relocation  of  David  and 
Sherry  Sklow,"  according  to  a  recent  article 
in  Numismatic  News. 
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1839  No  Drapery  50< 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-60.  First  year  of  issue  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  design,  and  the  only  year  without 
drapery  at  the  elbow  (except  for  "accidental"  no 
drapery  issues  made  later  by  resurfacing  dies). 
Always  popular,  quite  scarce,  and  a  fine  addition 

to  a  type  set . 4,950 

1839  No  Drapery.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Nice  eye  appeal 
with  gold  and  gray  surfaces.  Another  specimen  of 
the  first  major  variety  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series, 
the  No  Draper)'  format  was  used  for  only  part  of 


this  year . 795 

1842  Medium  Date.  AU-50 . 195 

1842  Wilev-Bugert-106.  Medium  Date,  Repunched  18. 

EF-45 . 149 

1842  Medium  Date.  EF-40 . 109 

1847  AU-50 . 219 


Choice  1854-0  Arrows  Half  Dollar 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Experience  teaches 
us  that  the  mintmarked  issues  of  the  1853-1855 
Arrows  coinage  (in  all  denominations)  are  consid¬ 
erably  scarcer  than  the  sometimes  sizable  mintage 
figures  of  those  dates  indicate.  Just  a  thought  for 
the  attentive  collector  to  ponder! . 1,750 


1854- 0  Arrows.  AU-50 . 285 

1855- S  Arrows.  F-15  (PCGS).  First  half  dollar  issue  of 
the  San  Francisco  Mint,  a  well-known  rarity.  895 

Although  the  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  for  business  in 
1854,  quarters  and  half  dollars  were  not  struck  until  1855,  with 
the  dime  following  in  1856  and  the  silver  dollar  in  1859. 


1855-S  VG-10 . 835 

1858  AU-55 .  235 

1858  AU-50 . 195 

1858-0  AU-50 . 185 

1859  EF-40 . 139 


1859-0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  gold,  blue, 

and  gray  surfaces . 395 

1861  AU-50  (PCI) . 189 

1869  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 365 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  champagne 

surfaces . 1,350 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,150 


Lustrous  1873-CC  With  Arrows  50C 


1873-CC  Arrows.  Small  Mintmark.  AU-55  (NGC). 
Light  golden  toning.  High  grade  (relatively),  at¬ 
tractive  appearance  (very),  and  historical  ap¬ 
peal  (immense)  combine  to  create  a  really  nice 
coin!  . 4,150 


The  Ingersoll  Pocket  Watch 


ic  the  Cheapest 


The  Ingersoll  pocket  watch  sold  for  a  dollar,  and  is  advertised  here  with  a  chain  to 
which  a  gold  dollar  dated  1871  is  attached.  The  editor  thought  it  interesting,  and  felt  that 
readers  might  also.  For  the  record,  the  1871  is  a  rather  rare  date  of  gold  dollar;  it  is  too  bad 
this  particular  example  had  a  hole  drilled  in  it  (unless  it  was  artistic  license  and  was  of 
some  commoner  date!).  We  spotted  this  advertisement  reproduced  in  the  latest  issue  of 
the  National  Association  of  Watch  and  Clock  Collectors  Bulletin. 


Important  1873-CC  With  Arrows 


1873-CC  Arrows.  Small  Mintmark.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous.  First  year  that  half  dollars 
with  arrows  were  struck  at  Carson  City.  A  key  is¬ 
sue  in  all  grades,  especially  in  Mint  State. ..  3,850 
1877  Type  II  reverse.  Normal  Date.  AU-58.  Light 


amber  toning . 295 

1877  Type  II  reverse.  Normal  Date.  AU-50 . 169 


1891  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden  surfaces  high¬ 
lighted  with  amber  and  blue  peripheral  toning. 
Sayonara  coin  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series  .  1,250 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  begins  with  the  first  year  of  the  issue, 
1892,  and  concludes  with  the  last,  1915.  Along  the 
way  are  some  memorable  rarities  in  high  grades  as 
well  as  very  affordable  circulated  pieces.  We've 
bought  some  really  nice  coins  lately.  Take  your  pick! 

1892-S  MS-62.  Lustrous  champagne  surfaces. .  1,225 
1892-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lightly  toned  with  highlights 
of  blue  and  gold.  Rare  in  all  grades,  especially  in 


Mint  State . 1,095 

1893  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 335 

1894-S  EF-45.  Lightly  toned . 259 

1897-0  VG-10 . 325 

1899  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 369 

1901  AU-55  (NGC).  Flashy  lustre  with  light  toning.339 

1901  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 325 

1903-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  455 
1907  AU-50.  Brilliant . 295 

1909- S  EF-45.  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 225 

1910  AU-58.  Frosty  with  yellow  peripheries . 495 

1910- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 495 

1911- D  AU-53.  Light  golden  surfaces . 295 

1912- D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1912-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning. ..  365 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

In  1916  the  Treasury  Department  decided  to  rede¬ 
sign  the  current  American  silver  coinage,  which 
consisted  of  the  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar 
(the  silver  dollar  not  having  been  coined  since  1904). 
Instead  of  relying  upon  the  Mint's  engraving  staff, 
invitations  were  set  out  to  leading  sculptors  and  art¬ 
ists,  following  a  trend  that  had  been  initiated  by 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt  in  1905  when  he  ar¬ 
ranged  with  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  to  redesign  the 
coinage.  After  that  time,  private  artists  produced  a 
variety  of  issues,  including  the  1908  quarter  eagle  and 
half  eagle  (Bela  Lyon  Pratt),  the  1900  I  incoln  cent 
(Victor  David  Brenner),  and  the  1913  "Buffalo"  nickel 
(James  Earle  Fraser).  By  1916  the  Mint  also  had  uti - 
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lized  artists  from  the  private  sector  to  do  certain 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  coins,  most 
notably  Robert  Aitken's  work  on  the  immense  $50 
octagonal  and  round  pieces. 

In  1916  two  artists  were  finalists  in  the  silver  coin 
competition:  Hermon  A.  MacNeil  and  Adolph  A. 
Weinman.  The  latter  artist  designed  the  "Mercury" 
dime  and  the  present  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar. 

The  result  was  a  design  which  today  is  still  ac¬ 
claimed  for  its  beauty  and  is  high  on  the  list  of 
numismatic  favorites.  In  fact,  in  1986  when  the  Trea¬ 
sury'  Department  sought  a  motif  for  its  silver  "eagle” 
bullion  coins  it  reached  back  to  the  1916  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollar  as  the  best  motif  in  its  repertoire. 

The  obverse  motif  shows  Miss  Liberty  walking 
according  to  popular  nomenclature,  or  striding.  The 
1916  Mint  Report  commented  as  follows  concerning 
the  motif: 

The  design  of  the  half  dollar  bears  a  full-length  figure 
of  Liberty,  the  folds  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  flying  to  the 
breeze  as  a  background,  progressing  in  full  stride  toward 
the  dawn  of  a  new  day,  carrying  branches  of  laurel  and 
oak,  symbolical  of  civil  and  military  glory.  The  hand  of 
the  figure  is  outstretched  in  bestowal  of  the  spirit  of  Lib¬ 
erty.  The  reverse  of*  the  half  dollar  shows  an  eagle 
perched  high  upon  a  mountain  crag,  his  wings  unfolded, 
fearless  in  spirit  and  conscious  of  his  power.  Springing 
from  a  rift  in  the  rock  is  a  sapling  of  mountain  pine,  sym¬ 
bolical  of  America. 

Coinage  of  half  dollars  in  1916  took  place  at  all 
three  active  mints:  Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San 
Francisco.  The  branch  mint  issues  bore  the  letters  D  or 
S  on  the  obverse,  a  mintmark  position  not  seen  in  the 
half  dollar  series  since  the  illustrious  New  Orleans 
coins  of  1838  and  1839.  In  1917  the  same  procedure 
was  followed  for  a  time,  after  which,  part  way 
through  the  year,  the  mintmarks  were  relegated  to 
the  reverse,  where  they  remained  for  the  duration  of 
the  series. 

From  1916  through  1921  half  dollars  were  issued 
with  great  regularity,  each  minted  in  each  year.  In  the 
last  named  year  the  mintages  were  very  low,  due  to 
prevailing  economic  conditions  in  America. 

The  year  1922  was  skipped  entirely  for  business 
strike  mintage,  with  the  next  production  being  the 
1923-S.  After  that  there  was  no  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollar  coinage  ip  1925  or  1926,  production  only  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint  in  1927  and  1928,  only  at  the  Den¬ 
ver  and  San  Francisco  mints  in  1929,  and  no  mintage 
at  all  from  1930  to  1932.  It  is  interesting  from  a  tech¬ 
nical  viewpoint  that  certain  dates  of  the  1920s  for 
which  business  strike  circulating  half  dollars  were  not 
made  did,  however,  see  some  commemoratives. 

In  1933,  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  were  made 
only  at  San  Francisco.  Then,  beginning  in  1934,  pro¬ 
duction  became  regular  once  again,  at  all  three  mints, 
a  procedure  kept  up  through  1938,  when  the  San 
Francisco  issue  was  omitted.  From  1939  onward  coin¬ 
age  was  continuous  more  or  less,  except  there  was  no 
1940-D  nor  was  there  a  1947-S. 

Numismatic  interest  in  Liberty  Walking  half  dol¬ 
lars  began  in  a  big  way  in  the  mid-1930s,  coincident 
with  Wayte  Raymond's  offering  of  his  "National 
coin  albums,  which  made  such  coins  interesting  to 


collect  in  order  and  display.  By  this  time  most  of  the 
earlier  issues  had  long  since  seen  circulation.  Today, 
numismatists  recognize  that  the  majority  of  issues 
from  1917  through  1929  are  indeed  elusive  in  Mint 
State.  Issues  of  1916  are  by  no  means  plentiful,  but 
more  seem  to  have  been  saved  due  to  the  first  year  of 
issue. 

While  the  design  of  the  1916  half  dollar  was  at 
once  elegant  and  appealing,  and  garnered  many 
paragraphs  of  praise  from  coin  collectors  and  artists, 
at  the  Mint  there  were  great  difficulties  experienced 
in  striking  the  pieces  up  fully.  As  a  result,  the  vast 
majority  of  all  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  have  some 
lightness  of  strike  in  the  higher  parts,  particularly  the 
center  of  the  obverse  in  the  highest  relief,  including 
the  skirt  lines.  Today,  the  astute  buyer  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  has  at  least  four  considerations 
determining  the  value  of  one  of  these  pieces: 

1 .  Numerical  or  technical  grade,  expressed  as  MS- 
60,  MS-61,  and  so  on. 

2.  Striking  quality,  typically  expressed  as  "aver¬ 
age,"  "better  than  average,"  or  "sharp."  However,  the 
latter  category  is  rarely  needle-sharp,  as  such  pieces 
simply  weren't  made  for  certain  of  the  issues. 

3.  Aesthetic  quality —  attractiveness  of  toning,  lus¬ 
tre,  and  overall  visual  appeal. 

4.  Rarity  (frequency  of  appearance)  at  a  given 
grade. 

In  general,  Philadelphia  Mint  pieces  are  more 
sharply  struck  than  are  those  at  the  branch  mints. 
This  was  due  to  spacing  of  the  dies  in  the  coinage 
press,  a  situation  that  has  a  counterpart  in  other  de¬ 
nominations,  most  notably  the  Buffalo  nickel  series 
(in  which  Philadelphia  pieces  are  generally  decently 
struck,  and  Denver  and  San  Francisco  Mint  issues 
vary  considerably).  Don  Taxay  in  U.S.  Mint  and  Coin¬ 
age  notes:  "Most  specimens  issued  prior  to  World 
War  II  are  too  weak  to  show  the  striated  (for  red) 
stripes,  the  branch  hand,  or  Miss  Liberty's  headgear." 
Similarly  and  more  dramatically,  Walter  Breen  has 
written  that  the  only  issues  that  are  really  sharp  strikes 


N.N.  Writes 

Dear  Debbie: 

I  have  just  received  the  1890-0 
PCGS  MS-64  Morgan  dollar  this  morn¬ 
ing.  It  is  beautiful  -  very,  very  beautiful 
for  an  MS-64  and  I  am  very,  very 
happy  about  it.  It  is  the  next  best  thing 
to  an  MS-65  that  costs  hundreds  of  dol¬ 
lars  more. 

Thank  very  much  for  delivering  the 
kind  of  quality  that  I  know  I  can  get.  In 
fact,  B&M  has  always  been  in  my  mind 
whenever  I  think  of  nice,  high  quality 
sight  unseen  coins.  Thanks  again,  and 
have  a  nice  day. 


are  certain  1916  and  1917  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  and 
Proofs  minted  from  1936  and  1942  (and,  note  that  he 
did  not  say  these  were  fully  struck).  Thus,  business 
strikes  within  the  entire  series  exist  in  varying  de¬ 
grees  of  sharpness  to  mount  a  challenge  to  the 
discerning  specialist,  with  the  completion  of  a  com¬ 
pletely  sharply  struck  set  an  impossibility.  To 
paraphrase  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon,  this  is  like  play¬ 
ing  a  round  of  golf  in  18  strokes;  in  theory  it  is 
possible,  but  no  one  has  ever  come  close  to  doing  it. 

For  a  long  time,  numismatists  who  have  been 
particular  about  quality  have  made  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena  Galleries  their  headquarters  for  half  dollars  of  the 
1916-1947  design  type.  If  you  are  at  all  particular,  we 
know  you  will  be  delighted  with  the  pieces  we  offer. 


Gem  1916-S  Half  Dollar 


191 6-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of 
the  nicest  1916-S  half  dollars  we've  ever  had  in 
stock.  Popular  obverse  mintmark  style . 4,950 


Lustrous  1916-S  Half  Dollar 


1916-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  quality  example 
of  the  first  San  Francisco  Mint  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollar.  Mintmark  on  obverse  (convenient  for 


numismatists!) . 2,850 

Lustrous  1916-S  50c 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fullv  bril¬ 
liant.  An  attractive  example . 1,795 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  950 


Desirable  1917-D  Reverse  50c 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  Reverse.  MS-64  (PCX  iSf  I  ight 
golden  surface^  A  scarce  issue  seldom  found  in 
such  fine  preservation .  4,750 
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Desirable  Mint  State  1917-S  50C 
Obverse  Mintmark 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  this  desirable  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar 


issue . 2,950 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 


Lightly  Toned  1918-S  Half  Dollar 


1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  and  very  at¬ 
tractive.  Not  as  scarce  as  some  other  dates,  yet 
still  difficult  to  locate  with  pleasing  aesthetic 
quality . 2,950 


Superb  Gem  1919  Half  Dollar 


1919  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  rose  surfaces. 
Fabulous!  Exciting!  A  treasure  for  the  connois¬ 
seur!  Truly,  this  is  a  memorable  coin.  This  is  one 
of  the  key-date  issues  among  early  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollars.  In  fact,  any  pre-1934  half  dollar  of 
this  design,  in  Mint  State,  can  be  considered  a  key 
issue . 5,750 


Brilliant  1919  50< 


1919  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny  lustre. 
A  hard-to-find  issue  in  higher  quality . 2,650 


Lustrous  1919-S  50<t 

1919-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lovely  and  lustrous  coin  that 
will  surely  please.  Rare  in  all  high  grades. .  1,850 
1919-S  EF-40.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  at  the  EF-40 

level.  A  key  to  the  series . 875 

1919-S  EF-40  (ANACS).  A  very  desirable  example  of 
this  hard-to-find  San  Francisco  issue . 875 


Gem  1920  Half  Dollar 


1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  rarer  in  gem  con¬ 
dition  than  generally  believed.  One  of  many  really 
outstanding  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  listed 
here.  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you've  come  to  the 
right  place! . 4,650 


1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1920-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  A  nice  original  example  with 
light  toning . 395 


Splendid  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 


1921  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  very  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  the  rarest  and  most  desirable  Philadelphia 
Mint  date  in  the  series.  Low  mintage,  high  beauty, 
and  a  reasonable  price  combine  to  make  this  rar¬ 


ity  a  good  value  for . 4,795 

Choice  1927-S  Half  Dollar 

1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lovely . 1,895 

1933-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1,150 


Sacajawea:  The  Inside  Story 


The  following  is  excerpted  from  The 
Forecaster,  by  John  Kamin: 

The  US  Mint  is  issuing  a  new  coin  they  call 
"Golden,"  the  Sacajawea  Golden  Dollar  dated 
2000.  Is  it  gold?  Nope,  not  a  flake  of  gold  in  it! 
It's  made  of  base  metal  alloy,  no  gold  or  sil¬ 
ver. 

Sacajawea  was  the  Indian  slave 
who  was  owned  by  and  mar¬ 
ried  to  a  French  Canadian 
trapper.  The  teenager  with 
her  new  baby  strapped 
on  her  back  served  as  a 
guide  to  the  two-year 
Lewis  and  Clark  expe¬ 
dition  in  1804  exploring 
the  Missouri  River  to  its 
origin  in  the  Rockies, 
wintering  along  the  Pa¬ 
cific  coast. 

There  are  several  unusual 
things  about  the  new  coin.  It  is 
the  first  time  (that  we  recall)  that  a  Ca¬ 
nadian  has  appeared  on  a  United  States  coin. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  Sacajawea  was  a  United 
States  citizen. 

Also  strange:  that  the  likeness  chosen  is  pure 
imagination;  no  one  knows  what  she  looked  like. 
There  are  no  drawings,  pictures,  photos  or  other 
evidence  of  the  teenager's  features.  Was  she  a 


wife?  Yes.  Was  she  a  slave?  Yes.  History  seems 
to  indicate  that  she  was  "purchased"  by  the 
trapper.... 

Sacajawea  assisted  as  interpreter  and  guide 
and  negotiator  with  Indian  tribes.  She  even  saved 
drawings  and  ledgers  dropped  overboard  while 
navigating  the  river.  Without  her  help,  the  L&C 
expedition  would  have  been  much  less  of  a  suc¬ 
cess;  perhaps  even  doomed.  This  un¬ 
known  teenager  and  her  role  in 
the  expedition  has  done  all 
Americans  a  service.  She 
deserves  to  be  recognized, 
whether  or  not  such  recog¬ 
nition  is  historically  cor¬ 
rect  and  the  coin  accu¬ 
rately  described. 

The  Sacajawea  $1  has 
no  intrinsic  value.  But  it  is 
hoped  by  the  issuing  au¬ 
thorities  that  it  will  prove 
popular  in  replacing  the  un¬ 
popular  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollars 
minted  by  the  hundreds  of  millions  in  1979 
and  1980  and  stockpiled  ever  since.  The  "Sac"  $1 
will  have  a  smooth  edge,  instead  of  the  reeded 
edge.  Samples  have  been  given  to  vending  ma¬ 
chine  companies  to  make  sure  Sac  bucks  work  in 
machines  and  trigger  the  magnetic  mechanisms 
accurately,  (these  machines  were  designed  to 
use  theSBA  $ls).  Time  will  tell. 
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1933-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  can  be  classified  in  two 
convenient  groups,  including  the  rarities  of  the  teens  and  20s 
and  the  much  higher  mintages  of  the  30s  and  40s.  Many  collect 
the  "short  set"  from  1934  through  1947.  This  1933-S  issue, 
therefore,  is  caught  in  between,  being  a  much  scarcer  issue,  yet 
generally  not  included  as  part  of  the  short  set  coins. 


1933-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 379 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  iridescence. 379 
1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 379 


Gem  Mint  State  1934-S  50C 


1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mainly  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  whisper  of  pale  gold  near  the  rims. 
Sharply  struck  with  virtually  complete  hand  and 
head  details  on  the  obverse.  Elusive  so  fine.  3,095 
1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lot  of  coin  for  the 
money.  The  MS-64  grade  is  ever  so  slightly  lower 
in  grade  than  an  MS-65,  but,  to  paraphrase 
George  M.  Cohan,  what  a  difference  in  price!  Value 
personified!  Whether  you  live  in  New  Rochelle 
(the  Cohan  connection)  or  on  Mercer  Island,  if  you 
collect  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  and  want  a 
1934-S  combining  high  grade  with  low  price,  this 

is  it! . 1,199 

1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  deep 
golden  toning  circling  Miss  Liberty . 625 

1934- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

toning.  A  very  attractive  example  of  this  issue. 
Rather  rare  in  the  context  of  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars  from  this  decade . 1,350 


Lovely  Gem  Proof  1936  50C 


1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous 
with  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning  on  the  re- 


Order  it  Today ,  Enjoy  it  Tomorrow 

Request  our  overnight  service;  free 
on  coin  orders  of  $500  or  more,  just  $10 
for  orders  below  that  amount. 


verse.  A  pleasing  gem  with  a  modicum  of  cameo 
contrast  present . 3,695 


Attractive  Proof  1936  5(K 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  highly  attractive  example 


with  faint  gold  peripheral  toning . 3,695 

1936  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 289 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1937  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 72 


Superb  Gem  1937-D  50<T 


1937-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Seldom  encoun¬ 
tered  in  superb  gem  preservation.  In  fact,  we 
don't  know  where  another  can  be  obtained  — at 
least  not  easily.  Call  quickly  for  this  gem. ..  3,750 


1938  Proof-62.  Brilliant . 435 

1938  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 479 

1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

A  key  issue  of  the  era,  the  lowest  mintage  circulation 
strike  half  dollar  of  the  1930s.  Only  491,600  were  struck. 

1938-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 259 

1938- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 239 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1939- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1940  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 

surfaces . 219 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  center  with  yellow  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 219 

1940  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1940- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,165 

1940-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 439 

1940- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

1941  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 395 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1941  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1941  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43 

1941 - D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 179 

1941-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1 941  -S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,175 


1942  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1942  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant .  47 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 47 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 47 

1942-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 249 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satinv  surfaces  with  a  whisper 

of  light  gold  toning . 249 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 69 


Superb  Gem  1942-S  50c 
1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  condition  rarity  so 


fine! . 1,895 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 569 

1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 569 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 569 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43 

1943  MS-60.  Brilliant . 29 

1943- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 179 

1943-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 799 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 409 

1943- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 409 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 185 

1944-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

Outstanding  1944-S  Half  Dollar 

1944-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,675 

Superb  1944-S  Half  Dollar 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,675 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1944- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden 

peripheral  toning . 475 

1945  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 179 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 47 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 47 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant .  43 

1945  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43 

1945  MS-62.  Brilliant . 31 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1945-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1945-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  149 


Now  it  seems  to  us  that  we  have  the  nicest  c/ual ifv  inven 
tory  of  Liberty  Walking  halt  dollars  anywhere  in  the  eountn 
If  you  like  "high-end"  pieces,  you've  come  to  the  right  place 
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loin  Our  Newest  Program 


If  you  are  interested  in  Franklin  Half  Dollars,  then 
you  will  find  joining  our  Franklin  Half  Dollar  Club  to 
be  the  most  convenient,  most  efficient,  most  eco¬ 
nomical  way  to  build  a  magnificent  collection  of 
these  beauties.  The  completion  of  this  set,  1948- 
1963,  is  within  the  reach  of  nearly  every  numisma¬ 
tist— from  novice  to  expert. 

Franklin  Half  Dollar  Tidbits 

The  Franklin  half  dollar  was  the  last  work  of  its  de¬ 
signer,  Mint  Engraver  John  R.  Sinnock.  Who  would  have 
thought  this  popular  design  had  its  own  share  of  contro¬ 
versy  upon  striking?  Concerns  were  raised  regarding  the 
small  eagle  at  the  right  of  the  bell  and  the  "plain"  crack 
in  the  bell  itself  as  they  might  lead  to  puns  derogatory  to 
U.S.  coinage.  However,  the  derogatory  remarks 
arose  not  from  the  crack  in  the  liberty  bell, 
but  from  Sinnock's  initial  )S.  Paranoid  super¬ 
patriots  of  the  Senator  McCarthy  persua¬ 
sion,  fearful  of  Communists  under  every 
bed,  misidentified  these  initials  as  designat¬ 
ing  Joseph  Stalin.  However  the  real  contro¬ 
versy  about  the  design  remained  a  closet 
skeleton  until  the  mid-1960s.  It  was  then 
learned  that  Sinnock  had  adapted  the  re¬ 
verse  from  John  Frederick  Lewis'  original 
sketch  for  the  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar 
without  ever  allowing  Lewis'  name  to  be 
used  either  in  connection  with  the  com¬ 
memorative  or  the  Franklin  half  dollar! 


Call  Today  to  Become  a  Member 

Right  now,  we  invite  you  to  contact  Janet  Lavertue, 
Debbie  McDonald,  or  Gail  Watson  to  become  an 
inaugural  member  of  the  Franklin  Half  Dollar  Club. 
Here  are  the  benefits  for  you: 

•  4%  discount  on  every  purchase  you  make— even 
those  outside  the  club  program 

•  A  one  year's  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
and  The  Coin  Collector 

•  First  choice  of  all  new  purchases  in  the  series 

•  A  gift  certificate  worth  $50  toward  your  next  pur¬ 
chase  of  any  books  listed  in  this  RCR! 

•  You  decide  how  much  you  want  to  spend  per 
month.  For  as  little  as  $100  a  month  or  as  much  as 

$1,000  a  month,  a  meaningful  collection 
can  be  yours.  For  example,  if  you're  on  a 
budget  or  just  starting  out,  consider  MS-63 
coins.  If  you  have  a  bit  more  to  spend, 
consider  MS-64  or  MS-65,  and  search  for 
fully  struck  coins  with  Full  Bell  Lines. 

All  it  takes  is  a  few  seconds  of  your  time 
to  register  via  our  toll-free  number  1-800- 
222-5993.  Call  today  and  take  advantage 

of  this  special  startup  package— order 
$250  or  more  in  your  first  shipment  and 
take  a  full  10%  discount  off  the  order! 
Choose  your  coins  from  those  listed  on 
the  following  pages. 


The  Complete  Guide  to 

Franklin 
Half  Dollars 

ifPfc 


%  « 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Franklin  Half  Dollars 
by  Rick  Tomaska  is  just 
one  of  the  many  fantas¬ 
tic  numismatic  books  for 
sale  in  our  book  section. 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1945-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52 

194n  MS-65.  Brilliant .  145 

1946  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 145 


One  coin  at  a  time....  Use  this  listing  to  start,  or  add  to,  a 
fine  collection  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  We  invite  you 
to  sign  up  with  Gail  or  Janet  and  become  a  member  of  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program.  In  this  way  we  will  make  auto¬ 
matic  shipments  to  you  of  the  coins  you  want  and  of  the  grades 
and  quality  you  desire,  all  backed  by  our  guarantee  of  satisfac¬ 


tion.  Sign  up  today! 

1946-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 199 

1946-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1946-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 119 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 119 

1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 359 

1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1947  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


1947-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1947-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1947-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 109 

1947- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  have  purchased 

a  little  hoard  of  choice,  lustrous  specimens,  each 
graded  by  PCGS.  Buy  one  for . 43 

Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Franklin  half  dollars  have  been  selling!  And,  we 
have  been  buying!  All  of  this  equates  to  our  having  a 
very  nice  inventory,  one  that  will  please  the  condi¬ 
tion-conscious  buyer.  The  completion  of  a  set, 

1948- 1963,  is  within  the  reach  of  just  about  everyone. 
If  you're  on  a  budget,  consider  MS-63,  equivalent  to 
choice  Mint  State.  If  you  have  extra  funds  in  your 
checking  account,  consider  MS-64  or  MS-65,  and 
search  for  fully  struck  coins  with  Full  Bell  Lines.  Our 
selection  is  of  very  high  quality. 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 185 


1948-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1948-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  49 

1948-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  29 

1948- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1949  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1949  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1949- D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant . 295 

1949-D  MS-64  FBL  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

hint  of  light  golden  toning.  Oh  so  close  to  MS-65, 

but  oh  so  far  away  in  price! . 295 

1949-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1949- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 55 

1950- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  189 

1950-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1950-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1950-D  MS-63. (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1951  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1951  MS-65  FLB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1951  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1951  MS-63. (PCGS).  Brilliant . 18 


Mark  Borckardt  at  the  Franklin  Institute 


Our  senior  numismatist,  Mark  Borck¬ 
ardt,  was  on  hand  at  the  Franklin  Insti¬ 
tute  in  Philadelphia  for  a  special  cer¬ 
emony  involving  the  striking  of  medals 
using  the  first  steam-powered  press  set 
up  at  the  Mint  — in  a  building  long  since 
gone  — in  early  1836.  This  press,  of  the 
knuckle-action  thonnelier  type,  patterned 
after  French  presses,  was  an  innovation 
at  the  time,  and  replaced  the  hand-oper¬ 
ated  presses  that  had  been  in  use  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Mint  in  1792. 

In  1836,  all  was  supposed  to  be  ready 
by  February  22  (Washington's  birthday), 
Christian  Gobrecht  prepared  special  med¬ 
als,  and  an  inaugural  ceremony  was  to  be 
held.  However,  the  press  was  not  ready 
(significant  comment  — read  on).  Finally, 
on  March  23, 1836,  the  press  was  ready,  Go¬ 
brecht  revised  the  die  for  his  medal  by 
over  punching  a  new  date  on  the  old  one, 
and  the  ceremony  took  place. 

It  turned  out  that  the  2000  ceremony 
was  somewhat  of  a  repeat  of  what  hap¬ 
pened  more  than  a  century  and  a  half  ear¬ 
lier.  Mark  Borckardt  and  a  throng  of  inter¬ 
ested  onlookers,  perhaps  150  all  told,  were 
ready  to  see  the  press  in  operation.  How¬ 
ever,  in  the  finest  tradition  of  this  same 
press,  it  did  not  work  as  expected  -  there 
was  an  unexpected  problem  with  the 


feeder  mechanism  — and  while  the  press 
was  widely  admired,  no  medals  were 
struck  at  the  ceremony.  However,  a  few 
had  been  struck  beforehand  during  the 
testing  process. 

Mark  presented  a  set  of  steam  press 
medals  to  John  Alviti,  senior  curator  of  the 
Franklin  Institute. 

Among  the  distinguished  visitors  were 
descendants  of  Christian  Gobrecht's 
brother,  Samuel,  the  present  day  onlookers 
being  John  Edward  Gobrecht  III,  Jed  A.  Go¬ 
brecht,  and  John  Edward  Gobrecht,  Jr.  — a 
nice  link  with  history. 

As  a  little  bit  of  Mint  history,  Christian 
Gobrecht  came  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
September  1835  as  an  assistant  to  Chief  En¬ 
graver  William  Kneass,  who  had  suffered  a 
debilitating  stroke  the  month  before.  Go¬ 
brecht  did  not  want  to  be  called  an  assis¬ 
tant,  so  he  was  officially  named  as  the 
second  engraver,  a  title  which  he  retained 
until  Kneass'  death  in  1840,  after  which 
the  mantle  of  chief  engraver  fell  upon 
him -remaining  there  until  Gobrecht's 
death  in  1844.  Gobrecht  is  credited  for 
many  beautiful  coins,  including  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  silver  issues,  various  copper 
cents  and  half  cent  designs  including  the 
Braided  Hair  type,  and  the  Coronet 
Head  gold  coins. 


Top:  Mark  Borckardt  presents  a  set  of 
Steam  Press  medals  to  John  Alviti,  senior 
curator  of  the  Franklin  Institute. 

Bottom:  The  first  steam  press  in  opera¬ 
tion  at  the  U.S.  Mint  with  Mark  Borck¬ 
ardt  and  the  Gobrechts  (left  to  right:  John 
Edward  III,  Jed,  and  John  Edward,  Jr.). 


(Photographs  courtesy  of  Roland  W.  Finner) 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 
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1951- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1952  MS-65  FBL  (ANACS) . 205 

1952  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1952- D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1953  MS-65  Brilliant . 195 

1953- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1953-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1953-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1953-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1953- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1954  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1954  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1954  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1954  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 

1954- D  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 235 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1954-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant . 45 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1954-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1954-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1954-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1954-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1954-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 

1955  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1955  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1955  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1955  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1956  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1956  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1956  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1956  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1956  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1956  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 

1957  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1957  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1957  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 65 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1957  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 

1957- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1957  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1958  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 65 

1958  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1958  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

■  -  MS-M  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 

1958- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 200 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL.  Brilliant . 45 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1958-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1958-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1958-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 


1959  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1959  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 245 

1959  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 145 

1959  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1959  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1959-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1959-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1959- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1960  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1960  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1960  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1960  MS-64  FBL  (ICG).  Brilliant . 55 

1960  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 19 

1960  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1960- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1960-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1960- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1961  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1961  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1961  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1961  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  gold  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 235 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1961  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 

1961  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1961- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 450 

1961-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1961-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces. ..  28 

1961-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1961-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1961- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 

1962  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1962  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1962  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1962  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1962  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1962  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 

1962- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1962-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1962-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1962-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1962-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1962-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

Our  stock  of  Franklin  half  dollars  varies  from  just  one  or 
two  of  each  variety  to  scads  of  them,  this  latter  situation  being 
true  for  the  1962-D. 

1962-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 

1963  Proof-67  Deep  Mirror  Cameo  (PCGS) . 85 

1963  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


1963  Proof-66  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 29 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1963  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 12 

1963-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 265 

1963-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 79 

1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1963-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 9 

Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1964  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1964  Proof-66  Double  Die  obverse.  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . . 65 


Still  True  Today! 

We  found  this  in  the  December  1868  is¬ 
sue  of  Mason's  Coin  &  Stamp  Collector's 
Magazine: 

Nothing  sweetens  life  so  much  as  a 
hobby.  As  an  ingredient  in  human  hap¬ 
piness,  it  comes  next  to  the  possession  of 
a  quiet  conscience.  It  matters  not  much 
what  it  is,  whether  its  object  be  old  coins, 
books,  autographs,  postage  stamps, 
birds,  insects,  keys,  pens,  old  china, 
paintings,  eggs,  minerals,  relics,  curiosi¬ 
ties  and  what  not,  —  its  effect  is  the  same. 

A  man  or  woman,  boy  or  girl,  with  a 
hobby,  is  ennui-proof.  They  can  snap 
their  fingers  at  the  aimlessness  and  list¬ 
lessness  which  creep  even  into  lives  that 
are  both  useful  and  professional.  All 
their  leisure  hours  acquire  a  point  and 
purpose.  Released  from  their  daily 
drudgery,  they  can  putter  over  old 
bookstalls  and  coin  stands,  pore  over 
the  old,  rusty  coppers  and  musty  manu¬ 
scripts;  stain  their  fingers  with  acids, 
climb  over  rocks  and  tramp  through  for¬ 
ests  in  search  of  the  precious  specimens, 
without  finding  one  moment  hangs 
heavy  on  their  hands. 

The  record  of  their  days  shows,  not 
merely  "something  gained,  something 
done,"  but,  over  and  above,  something 
enjoyed  as  only  an  enthusiast  can  enjov 
it,  something  added  to  their  store  ot 
pure  and  legitimate  pleasure. 
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Silver  Dollars 

For  decades,  knowledgeable  silver  dollar  collec¬ 
tors  have  turned  to  Bowers  and  Merena  for  quality 
coins  and  great  value.  Long-time  customers  know 
that  when  quality  counts,  they  can  count  on  us  to 
deliver.  Silver  dollars  have  long  been  one  of  our  spe¬ 
cialties  and  we  are  justifiably  proud  of  the  fact  that  we 
have  been  instrumental  in  forming  some  of  the  finest 
silver  dollar  collections  ever  assembled. 

The  current  listing  begins  with  a  1795  Flowing 
Hair,  then  continues  with  two  1795  Draped  Bust  dol¬ 
lars,  and  then  continues  further  with  other  delightful 
early  dollars.  An  1836  Gobrecht  dollar  is  offered,  a 
rare  and  popular  date  that  has  become  a  mainstay 
with  dollar  specialists.  If  you  specialize  in  Liberty 
Seated  dollars,  then  you've  come  to  the  right  place. 
We  have  dates  and  grades  to  suit  every  collecting  in¬ 
terest,  including  desirable  branch  mint  rarities.  We 
also  offer  a  grand  selection  of  Morgan  and  Peace  dol¬ 
lars  for  your  collecting  needs. 

Flowing  Flair  Dollars 

*, 

Lovely  1795  3  Leaves  Variety 
1795  Bowers  Borckardt-27.  Flowing  Hair,  3  Leaves. 

F-12.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set . 1,495 

Draped  Bust  Dollars 


Impressive  1795  Draped  Bust  $1 


1795  BB-51.  AU-50  (PCGS).  First  die  in  American 
coinage  to  use  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  design.  A 
lovely  specimen  that  combines  high  grade  and 
attractive  appearance . 9,100 


1795  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


1795  BB-51.  EF-40  (PCGS).  First  year  and  first  die  of 
Gilbert  Stuart's  Draped  Bust  design,  a  motif 


which  originated  here,  but  was  later  used  on  other 
silver  denominations.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a 
truly  classic  silver  dollar . 3,650 

Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  die  of  this  coin  were  the  first 
of  their  design,  and  each  was  "experimental"  in  the  sense  that 
later  versions  were  different,  based  u  pon  the  experience  gained 
from  these  two. 

On  the  obverse  the  bust  of  Miss  Liberty  faces  right.  Her 
hair  is  tied  up  in  a  ribbon  at  back.  The  bust  was  not  properly 
centered  in  the  die  work,  being  placed  slightly  to  the  left.  In 
contrast,  the  second  Draped  Bust  obverse  die  of  this  year  (BB- 
52)  is  well  centered.  This  suggests  that  the  BB-51  die,  being  the 
first  use  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  American  coinage,  was 
"tested"  with  this  die,  found  to  be  too  far  left,  and  corrected  on 
later  dies. 

The  reverse  die,  probably  the  very  first  made  with  the  so- 
called  Small  Eagle  motif,  has  its  own  distinctive  qualities.  The 
eagle  is  differently  styled  than  on  the  reverse  of  the  1795 
Flowing  Hair  dollars,  and  in  the  present  incarnation  is  more 
substantial  in  build  and  is  standing  on  clouds  (on  the  earlier 
style  the  eagle  was  on  a  rock).  The  wreath  is  composed  of  an 
olive  branch  to  the  left  and  a  palm  branch  to  the  right,  quite 
unlike  the  style  used  earlier.  The  letters  are  much  smaller  than 
generally  seen  elsewhere;  thus  the  Small  Eagle,  Small  Letters 
reverse,  as  it  is  known.  Completely  apart  from  its  being  the 
first  example  of  the  new  design,  the  reverse  die  used  on  BB-51 
is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  in  all  of  American  numismatics, 
and  was  eventually  mated  with  obverse  dies  bearing  four 
different  dates  (known  today  as  varieties  1795  BB-51  as  here 
offered,  plus  1796  BB-62,  BB-63,  and  BB-66  (now  relapped); 
1797  BB-72;  and  1798  BB-81).  The  features  are  cut  in  shallow 
relief,  and  the  rim  is  low.  Thus,  all  impressions  from  the  die 
appear  somewhat  flat,  a  situation  particularly  evident  on 
coins  in  VF  or  lower  grades.  The  shallow  relief  does  not 
materially  affect  the  appearance  of  higher  grade  coins  such  as 
the  present  coin,  which  has  exquisite  detail,  including  a  full 
complement  of  eagle  feathers.  As  with  the  obverse,  the  reverse 
die  "tested"  the  design,  the  Small  Eagle  motif,  and  was  cor¬ 
rected  in  later  versions  by  having  larger  letters  with  better 
spacing,  with  higher  relief,  and  with  a  higher  rim. 

All  in  all,  1795  BB-51  is  a  most  fascinating,  historical,  and 
numismatically  important  variety. 

1798  BB-105.  VF-30.  An  attractive  specimen  in  every 
respect . 950 

Gobrecht  Dollar 


Important  1836  Gobrecht  $1 

C.  GOBRECHT  F.  on  Base 


Die  Alignment  IV 


1836  Pollock-65,  Judd-60.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Die  Alignment  IV.  Sharply  struck  with  consider¬ 
able  remaining  Proof  lustre.  Very  light  hairlines  as 
almost  always  seen . 8,550 

Although  PCGS  calls  this  a  restrike  on  the  holder,  it  is 
actually  what  numismatists  refer  to  as  the  second  original, 
issue  of  March  31, 1837.  Further  information  is  available  in  Q 
David  Bowers'  book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States,  A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 


Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

Liberty  Seated  dollars  are  among  the  most  elusive 
of  all  U.S.  design  types.  Virtually  every  date  in  the 
series  can  be  considered  rare  in  Mint  State,  and  even 
in  EF  or  finer,  this  series  presents  an  amazing  chal¬ 
lenge  to  the  date  collector.  Curiously  enough,  and 
quite  enticing  to  potential  buyers,  current  prices  do 
not  really  reflect  the  overall  rarity  of  the  series.  Good 
values  can  be  found  in  our  listing,  which  is  among  the 
nicest  we  have  ever  had.  We  offer  something  for  ev¬ 
eryone,  if  you  would  — from  entry-level  coins  to 
treasures  for  the  advanced  collector. 

1842  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  750 

Attractive  1850  Liberty  Seated  $1 
1850  AU-50.  Attractive  heather  and  iridescent  toning 
Some  prooflike  surface  (typical  of  nearly  all  speci¬ 
mens  of  this  date)  can  be  seen  when  the  coin  is  held 
at  an  angle  to  the  light.  The  1850  dollar,  of  which 
only  7,500  were  struck,  has  long  been  regarded  as 
one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series -quite  difficult 
to  locate,  especially  in  higher  grades . 1 ,950 

The  production  of  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  hit  an  all-time  low  in  1850.  At  the  time  the 
price  of  silver  was  rising  on  international  markets,  as  in 
relation  to  gold  coming  in  immense  quantities  from  Califor¬ 
nia,  silver  became  "rare."  It  became  profitable  to  melt  down 
silver.  Mintages  drifted  even  lower  in  1 851  and  1 852.  Later,  the 
silver  dollar  became  a  bullion  coin,  a  de  facto  trade  dollar. 
Pieces  minted  from  1853  through  1860,  and  continuing  to  a 
lesser  extent  through  the  early  1870s,  were  mostly  used  in 
foreign  trade,  especially  to  the  port  of  Canton,  China.  As  the 
government  did  not  coin  silver  dollars  for  circulation,  the 
mintage  figures  for  dollars  are  equal  to  the  amount  of  bullion 
specifically  deposited  in  request  for  them  by  persons  or  enti¬ 
ties  desiring  the  coins  for  foreign  trade. 

Further,  and  related  to  the  above,  in  1850,  silver  fled  the 
country  in  quantity,  and  the  excess  of  exports  over  imports 
was  $2  million.  There  was  little  reason  to  coin  silver  dollars  as, 
when  minted,  they  would  not  remain  in  domestic  circulation 
Silver  bullion  remained  scarce  at  the  mints,  and  during  the 
period  it  was  not  unusual  for  most  of  the  metal  for  coinage  to 
come  from  melted-down  coins  including  vast  numbers  of 
Mexican  issues,  particularly  of  the  2-real  denomination. 

1850-0  VF-35  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned.  A  scarce  New 
Orleans  Mint  issue . 1,095 


Lovely  Mint  State  1853  Dollar 


1853  MS-61  (PCGS).  Gold  and  rose  surfaces  Yen  elu 
sive  in  Mint  State,  as  are  any  and  all  silver  dollars 
of  this  era.  Most  were  melted  or  exported.  3,195 
1855  VF-20.  Verv  elusive  today,  as  it  has  been  for 

nearly  a  century'  and  a  half . 1 ,950 

1859-0  MS-61.  Lustrous  and  brilliant  with  a  tr.u  e  ol 
rose  at  the  rinis.  One  of  just  a  few  dates  m  the  so 
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ries  that  can  be  found  in  Mint  State  with  any  regu¬ 
larity . 1,095 

1859-0  MS-60.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 995 


Uncirculated  1861  Silver  $1 


1861  MS-61.  Brilliant  surfaces  (dipped).  Sharply 


struck  and  quite  attractive  overall.  Perhaps  a  can¬ 
didate  for  judicious  retoning.  In  any  event,  any 
Mint  State  1861  dollar  is  an  extreme  rarity,  and 
often  years  will  elapse  between  our  having  one  in 
stock!  Satisfaction  guaranteed! . 3,150 

After  spring  1853  the  silver  dollar  no  longer  circulated  at 
par  as  it  had  a  bullion  value  greater  than  its  face  value.  In  his 
1861  Annual  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  (quoted  at  length 
below)  James  Pollock  said  that  he  sold  silver  dollars  in  small 
lots  at  108  cents,  specifically: 

The  silver  dollar,  as  it  now  is,  actually  has  three  values: 

1.  It  is  a  dollar  simply,  or  100  units  or  cents; 

2.  By  the  Mint  price  of  silver  it  is  103-948/1000  cents, 
which  is  its  true  commercial  value  as  compared  with  gold. 

3.  It  has  an  interior,  or  Mint  value,  which  is  determined  by 
its  relation  to  silver  in  the  half  dollar,  which  makes  it  107-27/ 
64  cents,  for  which  reason  single  pieces  are  paid  out  at  the 
Mint,  at  the  even  price  of  108  cents. 

After  early  1853,  and  continuing  to  at  least  1860,  the  vast 


majority  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  were  shipped  to  Chinese 
ports,  where  they  were  used  to  pay  for  merchandise  They 
were  not  an  advantageous  trade  coin  for  American  exporters 
who  had  to  buy  them  at  a  premium  from  banks  and  bullion 
dealers,  and  once  they  reached  China  they  sold  at  a  discount 
in  comparison  to  the  heavier  Mexican  silver  dollars.  For  this 
reason,  the  United  States  made  special  trade  dollars  of  heavier 
weight  beginning  in  1873. 

As  Liberty  Seated  dollars  were  accepted  by  the  Chinese 
by  weight,  not  by  sight,  few  were  counterstamped  for  further 
use.  Rather,  most  were  shipped  in  bulk  to  melters,  refiners, 
and  foreign  mints. 

Proof  1862  $1  Rarity 

1862  Net  Proof-62.  Brilliant,  cleaned  some  time  ago,  and 
with  some  verdigris.  Net  Proof-62  seems  to  be  a  good 
designation.  The  1862  date  is  very  elusive,  and  the 
current  Guide  Book  catalogues  $950  in  EF40  grade. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  for  this  Proof  at  just  ...  1,950 


Gobrecht  Silver  Dollars 


The  following  is  from  Douglas  L.  Kurz: 

I  recently  came  across  a  listing  in  the 
Kings  wood  XII  catalog,  an  1836  Gobrecht 
dollar,  Judd-60,  in  Die  Alignment  IV. 
While  musing  over  this  listing,  two  very 
distinct  thoughts  came  to  mind,  which  I 
would  like  to  share  with  you. 

The  first  pertains  to  the  numismatic 
scholarship  regarding  the  question  of  die 
alignments.  I  believe  you  are  obviously 
correct,  based  on  the  populations  and  con¬ 
ditions  of  surviving  specimens,  that  Die 
Alignment  IV  must  represent  the  1837 
regular  issue  of  600  coins  from  1836-dated 
dies.  However,  I  believe  this  is  not  incon¬ 
sistent  with  R.W.  Julian's  assertion  that  it 
is  unthinkable  that  Patterson  would  have 
struck  the  coins  with  the  eagle  flying  level. 

To  date  everyone  has  classified  the  die 
alignments  according  to  "coin  turn"  vs. 
"medal  turn,"  and  eagle  "flying  level"  ver¬ 
sus  "onwards  and  upwards"  with  standard 
coin  rotation  about  a  horizontal  axis.  It  is 
equally  certain  that  the  Director  wanted  to 
differentiate  the  1837  issue  coins  as  they 
were  to  be  struck  on  a  new  standard,  and 
therefore  should  be  distinguishable  as  the 
value  (silver  content)  per  unit  weight 
would  differ  from  the  earlier  standard. 

I  suggest  that  the  1837  issue  coins  were 
intended,  as  Julian  asserts,  to  show  the 
eagle  flying  onward  and  upward.  That  is 
the  correct  way,  and  the  only  way,  to  view 
the  reverse  of  these  coins,  as  confirmed  by 
the  two  dots  in  the  circumferential  legend. 


The  question  is  along  what  axis  does  one 
have  to  rotate  an  1837  issue  coin  to  get  there? 
The  answer  is  NOT  the  vertical  axis,  which 
everyone  has  focused  on  ("medal  turn").  The 
coin  itself  contains  the  clue. 

It  is  in  fact  the  axis  which  defines  the  ob¬ 
verse,  the  axis  which  is  illustrated  promi¬ 
nently  right  on  the  coin:  the  Liberty  pole.  Die 
alignment  IV  should  not  be  viewed  as 
"medal  turn,  eagle  flies  horizontal,"  but 
rather  "turn  on  axis  of  Liberty  pole;  eagle 
flies  onwards  and  upwards." 

With  this  perspective,  both  you  and  Julian 
are  correct!!  And  perhaps  this  explains  why 
Die  Alignments  II  and  III  are  virtually  non¬ 
existent  for  many  of  the  earlier-struck  coins. 
One  would  only  imagine  these  alignments 
exist  at  all  if  one  were  focused  on  coin  vs. 
medal,  and  horizontal  vs.  upward  flying 
eagle.  Viewing  Alignment  IV  as  described 
above,  there  would  be  no  reason  to  conclude 
that  alignments  II  and  III  would  ever  have 
been  struck  in  1836-1839. 

Of  course,  the  later  escapades  at  the  Mint 
led  to  all  sorts  of  mismatched  alignments  and 


mules,  so  some  of  these  coins  would  sur¬ 
face  later.  In  particular,  Alignment  III 
would  match  the  Flying  Eagle  cent;  so  it  is 
reasonable  that  restrikes  made  in  1858- 
1860  would  exhibit  this  alignment.  In¬ 
deed,  all  of  the  J-58  (name  below  base) 
coins  seem  to  exhibit  this  alignment,  sug¬ 
gesting  what  the  reverse  die  states  con¬ 
firm  (I  believe)  — that  these  were  struck 
during  the  Snowden  years.... 

Editor's  reply: 

Dear  Douglas: 

Thank  you  for  your  very  nice  letter.  I 
will  reprint  some  of  your  letter  about  the 
Gobrecht  silver  dollars  in  one  of  our  pub¬ 
lications.... 

Most  of  what  I  had  to  say  about  Gobre¬ 
cht  silver  dollars  is  in  my  book  set,  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  I  am  send¬ 
ing  a  photocopy  of  the  appropriate  pages 
concerning  the  Gobrecht  dollars  of  1836. 
The  only  trouble  with  turning  on  the  axis 
of  the  Liberty  pole  is  that  Miss  Liberty  her¬ 
self  would  then  be  on  an  angle.  I  believe 
the  Liberty  pole  was  intended  to  be  at  an 
angle  on  this  coin,  as  part  of  the  artistic 
concept,  much  as  it  is  on  an  angle  on  most 
(but  not  all)  other  coins  and  patterns. 

The  order  of  issuing  Gobrecht  silver 
dollars  and  the  alignment  has  puzzled 
quite  a  few  people  for  quite  some  time.  1 
have  always  found  it  interesting.  No 
doubt,  more  remains  to  be  learned. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


* - 

1866  With  Motto.  EF-45.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with 
rose  highlights.  Nicely  struck.  The  first  year  of 
silver  dollar  coinage  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  as 

part  of  the  design . 495 

1868  EF-40  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  attrac¬ 
tive  golden  high  points . 465 

Popular  1870-CC  Liberty  Seated  $1 
First  of  the  Carson  City  Legacy 

1870-CC  EF-40.  Cleaned  long  ago.  Sharp  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  Popular  first  year  of  issue  of  the  Carson  City 
Liberty  Seated  dollar,  and  the  only  CC  dollar  of 
this  type  that  is  readily  available.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed! . 1,450 

The  Carson  City  Mint:  This  institution  was  established  by 
the  Act  of  March  3, 1863,  which  provided  also  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  superintendent  at  $2,000  a  year  and  an  assayer,  a 
melter-refiner,  and  a  coiner  for  $1,800  each  annually. 

The  Comstock  Lode,  which  was  discovered  in  June  1859, 
was  located  approximately  15  miles  away  and  for  a  time  was 
America's  richest  silver  bonanza.  In  addition,  large  quantities 
of  gold  were  extracted  from  the  earth  in  the  district. 

The  Carson  City  Mint  was  ready  to  do  business  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1869.  Dies  dated  1869  were  sent  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
and  were  received  at  Carson  City  by  October  21, 1869.  How 
many  were  sent  is  not  kndwn;  no  inventory  listing  of  1869  and 
1870  dies  has  been  found.  The  1869-dated  dies  were  not  used; 
the  reverses  were  probably  held  for  1870  and  later  use. 

The  first  Carson  City  Mint  coins  were  silver  dollars  minted 
from  1870-dated  dies  on  February  10, 1870,  a  quantity  of  3,747 
pieces.  All  were  struck  using  a  press  made  in  Philadelphia  by 
Morgan  &  Orr.  Each  1870-CC  dollar  bore  the  distinctive  CC 
mintmark  on  the  reverse.  On  February  11th,  Andrew  Wright 
received  the  first  delivery  of  CC  dollars,  a  quantity  of  2,300 
coins.  Wright,  a  watchman  or  guard  at  the  Mint,  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  entrusted  with  their  safekeeping  and/or  paying  them 
out.  An  additional  three  coins  were  saved  for  the  Assay 
Commission. 

Others  then  and  later  were  shipped  by  horsedrawn  wagon 
30  miles  over  very  rough  roads  to  the  railhead  in  Reno.  Stored 
in  cloth  bags,  the  coins  were  extensively  marked  by  the  time 
they  arrived  at  Reno,  more  so  at  their  final  destinations. 

Production  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  at  Carson  City  con¬ 
tinued  through  early  1873,  after  which  the  new  Mint  Act 
abolished  the  denomination,  and  this  branch  began  making 
trade  dollars.  Production  of  standard  dollars  resumed  in  1 878 
at  the  Carson  City  Mint,  using  the  new  Morgan  design,  con¬ 
tinuing  through  1885,  when  Mint  Bureau  orders  suspended  all 
Carson  City  coinage  operations.  From  1889  through  1893 
additional  dollars  were  made  there.  In  later  years  the  Carson 
City  Mint  served  as  an  assay  office.  No  coins  were  struck  after 
1893. 

In  addition  to  silver  dollars,  the  Carson  City  Mint  struck 
silver  dimes,  20-cent  pieces,  quarter  dollars,  half  dollars,  and 
trade  dollars,  as  well  as  gold  coins  of  the  values  of  $5,  $10,  and 
$20.  Each  Carson  City  coin  bore  the  distinctive  CC  mintmark 
on  its  reverse. 

Following  the  release  of  the  first  1870-CC  dollars,  the 
Carson  City  Daily  Appeal  stated: 

"Carson  Mint  dollars  have  made  their  appearance.  They 
are  notable  coins  for  several  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  they  are 
living  refutation  of  the  old,  carping  prediction  that  there  would 
never  be  any  money  issued  from  the  Carson  Mint;  and  in  the 
second  place  they  are  the  only  silver  dollars  that  have  been 
minted  for  several  years.  They  are  very  handsomely  coined; 
very  good  to  jingle,  and  powerful  good  for  sore  eyes.  They  are 
worth  just  eight  cents  more  than  two  silver  half  dollars." 


Call  Toll  Free  to  Order 

800-222-5993 


Pleasing  1871-CC  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 


1871-CC  VF-35  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  surfaces. 
Seldom  available  and  always  in  demand.  Entic¬ 
ingly  low  mintage . 6,995 

The  Carson  City  Mint  was  coming  on  stream  rapidly  by 
1871,  although  its  glory  days  of  coining  silver  would  not  occur 
until  the  advent  of  the  trade  dollar  in  1873.  In  1871  the  mintage 
of  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  was  quite  small  and  amounted 
to  only  1,376  pieces.  The  distribution  arrangement  of  these  is 
unknown,  but  based  upon  the  relatively  large  percentage  of 
surviving  coins  in  relation  to  the  original  mintage,  it  is  likely 
that  most  were  used  domestically. 

The  1871-CC  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  Carson  City 
Mint  coin  of  this  design.  However,  today  specimens  are  more 
available  than  of  the  higher-mintage  1873-CC,  for  many  of  the 
latter  presumably  were  melted. 

The  1871-CC  is  quite  famous  and  has  been  admired  for 
decades.  Examples  are  highly  prized  in  any  grade. 

Rare  1872-CC  $1 


1872-CC  VF-20.  Light  gray  toned  surfaces,  probably 
cleaned  long  ago  as  many  specimens  were.  A  nice 
specimen  of  this  scarce  Carson  City  dollar,  a  coin 


with  a  mintage  of  only  3,150  pieces . 2,450 

1873  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,295 


Famous  1873-CC  $1  Rarity 
Low-Mintage  Key  Date 


1873-CC  EF-40.  Gray  toned  surfaces.  The  highlight 
among  mintmarked  coins  in  the  present  offering. 
Seldom  offered  in  anv  grade.  A  numismatic  land¬ 
mark.  Rarest  of  the  branch  mint  Liberty  Seated 


dollars  except  for  1870-S . 15,500 

In  1873  the  Carson  City  Mint  produced  only  2,300  stan¬ 
dard  silver  dollars.  Emphasis  later  in  the  vear  was  on  a  new 
silver  denomination,  the  trade  dollar,  examples  of  which  were 
minted  continuously  from  1873  through  1878 

Mintage  was  1,000  in  January  and  1,300  in  March  R  W 
Julian  suggests  the  following:  "It  the  2,300  were  not  called  for 
by  the  silver  depositor,  it  is  likely  that  they  would  have  been 
melted,  and  his  bullion  returned  to  him  It  is  my  opinion, 
however,  that  all  the  coins  W'ere  paid  out  and  then  perhaps 
redeposited  for  trade  dollar  coinage  a  few  weeks  later  " 

The  1873-CC  is  the  rarest  Liberty  Seated  dollar  from  the 
Carson  City  Mint,  although  it  is  not  the  lowest  mintage  (that 
distinction  goes  to  1871-CC).  It  is  presumed  that  although 
2,300  w'ere  struck,  most  were  melted.  Based  upon  the  ratio  of 
surviving  pieces,  we  estimate  that  no  more  than  1 ,000  reached 
the  channels  of  circulation,  and  the  number  may  have  been 
closer  to  750.  As  is  thecase  with  1 871  -CC,  the  desirabi  litv  of  the 
1873-CC  was  recognized  at  an  earlv  date,  and  quite  a  few'  were 
taken  from  circulation.  Otherwise,  the  coin  would  be  on  the 
"rarest  of  the  rare"  list  today.  As  it  is,  there  are  very  few'  1873- 
CC  dollars  to  be  had  in  any  grade,  and  a  great  deal  of  patience 
is  often  required  to  locate  one. 

Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

We  are  the  indisputable  world's  leader -or  at 
least  we  think  we  are  — when  it  comes  to  buying  rare 
quality  Morgan  silver  dollars.  Our  most  recent  buying 
trip  was  a  smashing  success.  Read  the  following  list¬ 
ing  and  you  will  agree  that  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
selections  of  Morgan  dollars  we  have  offered  in  re¬ 
cent  times. 

Check  out  our  current  selection,  then  call  our  Di¬ 
rect  Sales  team  (Gail  Watson,  Janet  Lavertue,  and 
Debbie  McDonald).  Just  a  few  days  after  you  place 
your  order  (even  quicker  if  you  desire  overnight  de¬ 
livery;  ask  about  the  details),  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  Morgan  dollars  you've  ever  seen  will  be  ar¬ 
riving  in  your  mailbox! 

For  some  of  the  more  plentiful  dates,  we  may  be 
several  coins  "deep"  in  inventory,  while  some  rare  dates 
listed  may  be  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock.  Our  best  adv  ice 
is  to  order  earlv  to  be  assured  of  your  selection. 

Right  now,  Morgan  dollars  are  among  the  most 
widely  collected  of  all  American  coins.  In  fact,  among 
19th-(and  early  20th)-century  series,  they  are  the  undis¬ 
puted  leader.  And,  as  well  they  should  be!  A  basic  set 
of  dates  and  mints  comprises  slightly  fewer  than  100 
coins,  most  of  which  are  available  in  attractive  Mint 
State  grades  for  less  than  several  hundred  dollars  per 
coin,  with  some  of  the  dates  available  for  a  lot  less. 

A  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  typically  seeks 
"a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money."  There  may  be  no  better 
place  in  numismatics  than  the  Morgan  dollar  series 
when  it  comes  to  value  and  quality.  For  instance,  a 
complete  collection,  including  one  of  each  date  and 
mint  of  Morgan  dollars,  is  actually  obtainable  for 
most  collectors,  the  major  "stopper"  being  the  1895 
Philadelphia  Mint  Proof-onlv  coin.  If  you  modify 
your  goal  to  include  one  of  each  date  and  mint  actu¬ 
ally  struck  for  circulation,  you  can  readily  put  together 
an  absolutely  complete  set  Many  collectors  purchase 
as  many  of  the  dates  as  are  affordable  in  Mint  State, 
and  then  add  the  rarities  such  as  the  1889-CC,  1893- 
S,  and  1895-0  issues  in  slightly  circulated  grades 
With  so  many  options  available,  i<»  it  any  wonder  that 
Morgan  dollars  are  so  popular? 
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Beautiful,  Sparkling 


Morgan  dollars  are  fasci¬ 
nating  to  collect!  At  today's 
market  prices  and  with  the 
famous  Bowers  and 
eye  for  aesthetic  appeal, 
attractive  coins  make  a  beautiful  and 
meaningful  collection.  In  fact,  the  Morgan  dollar  series 
provides  a  tremendous  amount  of  coin  for  each  dollar 
spent— large,  hefty  silver  dollars  which  sell,  in  many 
instances,  in  high  grades  for  less  than  $100  per  coin. 

We  just  made  a  special  purchase  of  exceptionally 
brilliant  and  lustrous  Morgan  dollars,  coins  that  are  as 
beautiful  as  the  day  they  were  minted.  Take  your  pick 
of  these  two  special  packages. 

Morgan  Dollar  Special  Package  1:  Order  $500  or 
more  of  the  dates  and  grades  listed  below  and  take  a 
$50  discount  off  your  order. 


Morgan  Dollar  Special  Package  2:  Order  $1,000  or 
more  of  the  dates  and  grades  listed  below  and  take  a 
$  1 00  discount  off  your  order. 

Call  Gail,  Janet  or  Debbie  in  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment  to  reserve  one  in  your  name.  Once  these  coins 
are  gone,  there  will  be  no  substitution.  Limit  of  one 
package  per  household. 


1880-S  MS-65 . 

. $99 

1885-0  MS-65 . 

. $99 

1898-0  MS-64 . 

....$52 

1880-S  MS-64 . 

. $48 

1885-0  MS-64 . 

. $48 

1899-0  MS-65 . 

..$125 

1881-S  MS-65 . 

. $99 

1886  MS-65 . 

. $99 

1901-0  MS-64 . 

....$56 

1881-S  MS-64 . 

. $48 

1887  MS-65 . 

. $99 

1901-0  MS-63 . 

....$35 

1882-S  MS-65 . 

. $99 

1887  MS-64 . 

. $48 

1902-0  MS-65 . 

..$155 

1883-0  MS-65 . 

. $99 

1889  MS-64 . 

. $56 

1902-0  MS-64 . 

....$54 

1883-0  MS-64 . 

. $48 

1889  MS-63 . 

. $39 

1904-0  MS-65 . 

....$99 

1884-0  MS-65 . 

. $105 

1897-S  MS-63 . 

. $82 

1904-0  MS-64 . 

....$48 

1884-0  MS-64 . 

. $48 

1898  MS-64 . 

. $56 

1904-0  MS-63.  . 

....$35 

1885  MS-65 . 

. $112 

1898-0  MS-65 . 

. $119 

la 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 
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1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1878  7/8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (NGC).  Nicelv  toned  in 
amber . 299 

1878  7/8  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 175 

1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  particularly 
lovely  specimen  of  the  first  Carson  City  Morgan 

dollar . 1,285 

1878-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  beautiful 

golden  peripheral  toning . 1,215 

1878-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1878-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  center  with  wonderful 

light  gold  peripheral  toning . 235 

1878-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 62 

1878-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 62 

1878-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 46 

1879  MS-64  Brilliant . 125 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1879  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 


1879-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


1879-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  near  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  coin  among  early  date  Carson  City 


A  List  of  U.S.  Silver  Coins 


Brown's  Bronchial  Troches  were  a 
popular  patent  medicine  in  the  second 
half  of  the  19th  century.  Collectors  of  en¬ 
cased  postage  stamps  recognize  the 
name  instantly  as  Brown's  was  one  of  the 
leading  issuers.  Recently  John  and 
Nancy  Wilson  sent  us  a  coin  premium 
list  reproduced  above,  copyrighted  in 
1886.  No  doubt  many  thousands  of  these 
little  buying  lists  were  distributed  at  one 
time;  wonder  how  many  people  became 
interested  in  coin  collecting  as  a  result. 


Morgan  dollars.  For  every  coin  such  as  this  in  ex¬ 
istence  there  are  probably  a  hundred  numisma¬ 
tists  who  would  love  to  own  it! . 5,695 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
very  beautiful  specimen  of  this  very  elusive  re¬ 


verse  variety . 1,625 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant. .  345 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (NGC) . 175 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255 

1879-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1879-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1879-S  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1879-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1879-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1879-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1879-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1879-S  MS-63  Brilliant . 35 

1879-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1879-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1879-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 35 


Frosty  1880/79-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


1880/79-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  bril¬ 
liant.  and  frosty  gem.  Outstanding  quality!  2,295 


1880-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1880-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 339 

1880-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 

1880-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1880-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 255 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1880-S  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1880-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 


1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 
popular  varieties  in  the  series.  We  have  just  made 
a  fantastic  purchase  of  these,  and  probably  have 
enough  to  supply  one  each  to  you  and  all  of  your 
cousins.  Each  is  certified  by  PCGS  and  each  is  a 
beauty.  Buy  one  for  just  $45,  or  if  you  want  some 
for  your  cousins,  put  away  a  nice  hoard  of  10 


beauties  for  just . 400 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1880-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1880-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1880- S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 35 

1881- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 655 


1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden  surfaces. 655 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse  with  a  half 


moon  of  deep  golden  toning  on  the  reverse"  655 


1881-CC  MS-64  Brilliant . 285 

1881-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  20 

1881-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  42 

1881 -SMS-65.  Brilliant .  0 


The  1 881  -S  is  the  most  available  of  the  early  Morgan 
dollar  varieties  in  terms  of  sharply  struck,  high-grade  Mint 
State  coins.  We  always  try  to  have  a  nice  supply  on  hand  If  you 
have  a  friend  who  might  be  interested  in  Morgan  dollars, 
consider  buying  an  1881 -Sasa  gift  The  recipient  will  surely  be 


grateful  and  quite  impressed! 

1881 -S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1881-S  MS-64  PL  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  75 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  4S 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 


This  is  another  issue  for  which  we  have  a  quantity  of 
really  beautiful  hand-picked  coins.  Buy  10  or  more  (up  to  25 
maximum)  and  take  a  10%  discount. 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  amber  pe¬ 


ripheral  toning . 48 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 48 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1881-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces  with  a  half 

moon  of  deep  mirror  peripheral  toning  on  the 

obverse . 35 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1882  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1882- CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  rainbow  iridescence  on 

obverse . 1,425 

1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 455 

1882-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1882-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1882-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 112 

1882-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 112 

1882-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 112 

1882-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1882-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1882-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Interesting  "over- 

mintmark"  variety . 975 

1882-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 255 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1882-S  MS-64.  Brilliant .  48 

1882-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1882-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1882-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

1882- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  39 

1883  MS-64.  Brilliant .  56 

1883  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 56 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surface* . 56 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 

we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 56 

1883  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  1 IOARD  A1  ERT!  We've 
bought  quite  a  few,  but  they're  going  fast1  While 
they  last,  buy  one  for: .  3Q 

1883- CC  MS-66  (PC  GS)  Brilliant  ujs 

1883-CC  MS45.  Brilliant  .  Jfc 

1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  US 
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1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning.  315 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 109 

1883-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 99 

1883-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 619 

1883-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1883-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1883-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1883-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1883-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

Choice  Mint  State  1883-S  $1 

1883- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  rarer  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars . 1,475 

1884- CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1884-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 109 

1884-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 109 

1884-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1884-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 99 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1884-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 95 

1884-CC  MS-60  (GSA).  Brilliant . 95 

1884-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 289 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1884-0  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1884-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT  - 

we've  purchased  a  nice  group  at  this  grade  level, 

too: . 48 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1884-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 


1884-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Step  right  up!  We've 
just  bought  quite  a  few  of  these.  What  a  dandy 
coin  — and  inexpensive,  too!—  this  will  make  for 
your  collection,  or  as  a  gift  as  the  first  coin  in  the 
collection  of  a  valued  friend  (what  better  gift 
could  be  imagined  than  an  introduction  to  numis¬ 


matics?)  . 35 

1884-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  695 

1884-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 625 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 112 

1885  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 112 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 
we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . '.  112 

1885  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 48 
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1885  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1885  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1885-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1885-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant  obverse  with  a  nicely  toned 

reverse . 299 

1885-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 299 

1885-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1885-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 265 

1885-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant  obverse  with  a  beautifully 

toned  reverse . 265 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 355 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1885-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1885-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1885-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1885-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1885- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1886  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 99 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 

we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 48 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1886  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1886- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 539 

1886- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 539 

1887  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1887  MS-63  PL.  Brilliant . 39 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1887  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1887  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 35 

1887- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 339 

1887-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 509 

1887- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 509 

1888  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 54 

1888  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 54 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  HOARD  ALERT!  Here 

we  go  again!  We've  bought  quite  a  few.  Buy  one 

for: . 54 

1888  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1888  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1888- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 595 

1888-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1888-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 56 

1888-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1888-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 42 

1888-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 


1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 385 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 56 

1889  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1889  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


Popular  1889-CC  $1  Rarity 
A  Lustrous  Specimen 


1889-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  classic  key-date 
issue  among  Morgan  dollars,  the  rarest  of  all 
Carson  City  Mint  Morgan  dollars,  always  in  de¬ 


mand . 3,895 

1889- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1890  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1890- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1890-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 419 

1890-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 169 

1890-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 82 

1890-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 82 

1890- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 965 

1890-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1890-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1890-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1890- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1891  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1891  MS-62.  DMPL.  Brilliant . 495 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1891 - CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 659 

1891- CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 315 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant . 619 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 619 

1892- CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 810 

1892-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 810 

1892-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 810 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 579 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces  with 

blue  and  amber  peripheral  toning . 579 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 579 

1892-0  AU-53  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 810 


Mint  State  1893-CC  $1  Rarity 

1893-CC  MS-62  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  high¬ 
lights  of  blue,  gold,  and  amber  peripheral 
toning.  The  last  Carson  City  Morgan  dollar, 
and  one  of  the  hardest  to  find.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 1,995 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Mint  State  1893-CC  $1 


1893-CC  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,795 

1893-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1893-S  F-12.  A  nice  original  piece . 1,350 


Lovely  Mint  State  1894-0  $1 

1894-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.1,795 

Impressive  1894-S  Morgan  $1 
Choice  Mint  State 

1894-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  important, 
and  rare!  This  coin  will  be  nice  for  you  to  add  to 

your  collection . 1,375 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 

this  highly  desired  issue . 810 

1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Are  we  the  nation's 
largest  buyer  of  choice  and  rare  Morgan  dollars? 
Well,  there  is  no  way  to  tell,  as  we  know  only  our 
own  business,  not  that  of  others.  We  do  know, 
however,  that  we  are  known  as  a  leading  buyer  of 
quality  Morgan  dollars,  and  when  collections 
come  on  the  market,  they  are  usually  offered  to 


us . 695 

1895-S  AU-53  (PCGS).*A  nice  original  piece.  ...  1,050 

1896  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1896  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1896  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 56 

1896  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 56 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 56 


Comments  from 
Here  and  There 

About  Dave's  latest  book 

Dr.  Joel  Orosz:  "I  have  been  enjoy¬ 
ing  reading  the  Edmund  Roberts  - 1804 
silver  dollar  book.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  if 
you  ever  tire  of  the  coin  game,  you 
could  easily  take  on  a  new  career  as  a 
professor  of  history.  Your  scholarship 
is  every  bit  as  good  as  that  of  the  best 
academic  historian.  The  only  difference 
is  that  your  prose  is  much  better  than 
that  of  any  academic  historian  (and  I 
know  whereof  I  speak,  my  doctorate  is 
in  U.S.  history)!" 

Richard  Eliasberg:  "When  your 
book  about  the  1804  silver  dollar  ar¬ 
rived,  I  stayed  up  all  night  reading  it!" 

John  J.  Ford,  Jr.:  "I  am  enjoying  the 
Edmund  Roberts  book.  I  am  reading 
the  biographies  first,  and  they  are  ex¬ 
cellent." 

Andrew  Bowers  (son  of  author): 
"Thanks.  I  will  read  it  sometime." 


1896  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 


Desirable  1896-0  Morgan  Dollar 
A  Condition  Rarity 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  very  slightly  reflec¬ 
tive  surfaces.  A  date  that  is  available  in  circulated 
grades  on  a  regular  basis,  but  is  considered  a  great 
rarity  in  any  Mint  State  grade.  With  MS-63  examples 
priced  close  to  $10,000,  this  is  a  very  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  collector . 3,150 


Important  1896-0  Morgan  $1 


1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Rare  so 


fine . 3,150 

1896-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 735 

1896-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  A  nice  original  piece. ...  395 

1896-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 215 

1896-S  VF-35  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 95 

1897  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1897  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1897  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 56 


Choice  Mint  State  1897-0  Morgan  $1 


1897-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  impressive  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  date  that  becomes  incredibly  rare 
above  average  AU,  particularly  in  choice  Mint 
State  such  as  offered  here.  Don't  miss  this  oppor¬ 
tunity!  . 4,995 


1897-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  Incredibly  enough,  .1 


third  Mint  State  example  of  this  rantv .  995 

1897- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 215 

1898  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1898  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 56 

1898  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1898- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1898-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1898-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 119 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1898-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1898-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 52 

1898-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52 

1898-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1898- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently  bought  a 

little  cache  of  these.  Make  one  yours  for: . 119 

1899- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. . . 345 

1899-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1899-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1899-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  56 

1899- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 56 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 56 

1900- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. . . 125 

1900-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1900-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 29 

Lovely  1900-S  Morgan  Dollar 

1900- S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,550 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1901- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1901-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  yel¬ 
low  peripheral  toning . 189 

1901-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 56 

1901-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1901- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 839 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 499 

1902- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1902-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 155 

1902-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1902-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 54 

1902-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1902-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1902- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1903  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  especially  high- 

grade  example  of  this  popular  and  somewhat 
elusive  (at  higher  levels)  Philadelphia  Mint  dol¬ 
lar . 709 

1903  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1903  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 195 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1903  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1903  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  65 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1903  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1903- 0  MS-66  (PCGS)  Surfaces  with  old-time  toning 
a  find  for  the  numismatist  who  has  been  searching 
for  such  a  coin.  Especially  high  grade  ous 
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loin  the  Popularity  Parade! 

Build  your  own  collection  through  the  Bowers  and  Merena 


Historical  Background 

Morgan  dollars,  first  minted  in  1878  and  last  coined 
in  1921,  were  tor  many  years  the  largest  silver  coins  of 
the  American  realm.  Today  they  are  the  most  popular 
American  series.  Combine  this  with  the  fact  that  the 
majority  of  dates  and  mintmarks  can  be  obtained  for 
relatively  low  prices  in  beautiful  Mint  State,  and  you 
have  all  the  ingredients  of  a  fascinating,  winning, 
challenging  collection!  Struck  at  five  different  mints 
and  often  in  large  quantities,  at  one  time  these  "cart¬ 
wheels"  were  familiar  sights  in  saloons,  casinos,  and 
elsewhere  across  the  land. 

While  many  were  released  into  circulation,  others 
were  held  in  reserve  by  the  Treasury  Department  as 
backing  for  its  paper  Silver  Certificates.  Years  later,  in 
fact  until  the  supply  ran  out  in  March  1 964,  these  were 
paid  out  at  face  value.  Today,  Morgan  dollars  are  widely 
dispersed  and  are  appreciated  by  numis¬ 
matists  who  enjoy  their  beauty,  history, 
and,  a  remarkable  bonus  shared  by  few 
other  early  series,  theiravailability  in  choice 
and  gem  Mint  State  for  very  reasonable 
prices. 


Your  Benefits  as  a  Member 

•  Buying  from  one  of  the  world's  most 
established  and  most  respected  rare  coin 
firms— a  company  with  unsurpassed  fi¬ 
nancial  and  professional  credentials. 

•  Premium  Quality ,  hand-selected  coins 
cherrypicked  to  your  specifications, 
backed  by  our  money-back  guarantee  of 
satisfaction.  In  addition,  each  coin  will 
be  graded  by  PCGS,  NGC,  or  another 
grading  service  of  your  choice  or,  if  you 
prefer,  uncertified  to  place  in  an  album. 


A  Buyers  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dol¬ 
lars  of  the  United  States 
by  Q.  David  Bowers  is 
yours  FREE  when  you 
become  a  member. 


•  First  choice  of  coins  we  acquire  from  old-time  collec¬ 
tions,  estates,  our  coast-to-coast  buying  trips,  and  all 
new  purchases  that  cross  our  threshold! 

•  A  4%  discount  on  every  coin!  This  will  mean  addi¬ 
tional  savings  for  you! 

•  A  30%  discount  on  albums  and  holders  in  which  to 
store  and  display  your  collection. 

•  A  20%  discount  on  all  books  we  offer. 

•  A  FREE  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and 
The  Coin  Collector  for  as  long  as  you  are  a  member! 

•  A  FREE  bonus  book,  A  Buyers'  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States. 

•  A  personal  checklist  for  you  to  keep  an  inventory  of 
your  collection. 

•  Our  latest  Morgan  dollar  listing  sent  via  e-mail  or  fax 
once  a  week  (upon  request). 

Here's  How  to  Become  a  Member 

1. )  Decide  on  your  monthly  budget  (mini¬ 
mum  $100),  the  grade  level  you  wish  to 
collect,  and  whether  you  prefer  certified  or 
non-certified  coins. 

2. )  Choose  your  payment  preference— per¬ 
sonal  check  or  credit  card  authorization. 

3. )  Call  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  at  1- 
800-222-5993  and  we  will  take  it  from  there! 
We  want  to  make  it  easy  and  convenient  for 
you  to  form  a  beautiful  and  meaningful  col¬ 
lection.  Call  today  and  you  will  be  on  your 
way  to  acquiring  a  magnificent  selection  of 
sparkling  Morgan  dollars— a  collection  you 
will  enjoy  sharing  with  your  family  and  friends. 
Such  a  set,  if  completed,  will  eventually  in¬ 
clude  one  of  each  Morgan  dollar  date  and 
mintmark  from  the  first  year  of  issue,  1 878,  to 
the  last,  1921,  plus  some  interesting  v  at  ietios, 
for  a  total  of  98  coins  in  all! 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


4 - 

1903-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  The  great  "storv  coin" 
of  years  ago  — erstwhile  monumental  rarity,  but 


now  known  to  exist  in  quantity . 269 

1903-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1903- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1904  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

pale  yellow  peripheral  toning . 575 

1904- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1904-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1904-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1904-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1904-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 


Choice  Uncirculated  1904-S  Morgan  $1 
A  Branch  Mint  Rarity 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  superb  specimen  of 
one  of  the  most  highly  prized  coins  in  the  Morgan 


dollar  series . 2,850 

1921  Morgan  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1921  Morgan.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1921  Morgan.  MS-63  PL.  Frosty  devices  with  light 

amber  peripheral  toning . 65 

1921  Morgan.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1921  Morgan.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 17 

1921  Morgan.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 17 

1921-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1921-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 


The  wrong-size  mintmark  was  used  on  the  1921-D  dol¬ 
lar— it  is  so  small  that  you  need  a  magnifying  glass  to  see  it 
clearly! 

Gem  Mint  State  1921-S  Morgan  $1 


1921-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,995 

1921-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 109 

1921-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 


Peace  Dollars 

We  are  very  pleased  with  our  current  offering  of 
Peace  dollars.  We  have  always  thought  designer  An¬ 
thony  de  Francisci's  Peace  dollar  design  was  among 
the  most  attractive  of  all  U.S.  coin  designs,  especially 
where  lovely  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  are  con¬ 
cerned.  Despite  advances  in  the  current  coin  market, 
most  dates  in  the  Peace  dollar  series -perhaps  even 
the  majority  of  them  -  are  considerably  less  expensive 
today  than  they  were  a  decade  ago.  We  think  this 
translates  to  opportunity  for  you. 


There  is  no  shortage  of  key  dates  and  "sleepers"  in 
the  series.  Among  our  favorite  dates  are  the  1927-D, 
the  very  scarce  and  important  1927-S  and  1928-S  San 
Francisco  Mint  issues— which  sell  for  fractions  of  their 
prices  of  just  a  few  years  back  — and  the  low-mintage 
key-date  1928.  And,  just  in  case  you  are  seeking  a  clas¬ 
sic  1934-S  Peace  dollar  for  your  growing  collection, 
perhaps  a  Mint  State  coin  with  outstanding  eye  appeal, 
you  need  look  no  further.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  the  same  careful,  fastidious  buyers  who  se¬ 
lect  our  inventory  of  Morgan  dollars  lend  the  same 
insightful  eye  to  their  purchases  of  Peace  dollars. 


1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1922  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1922  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 369 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 369 

1922-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 369 

1922-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1922-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1922-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1922- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 215 

1923  MS-66.  Brilliant . 635 

1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1923  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1923  MS-64  (ANACS).  Attractive  gold  surfaces.  ..  45 

1923  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 45 

1923  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 45 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1923  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 29 

1923- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 199 

1923-  D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 209 

1923- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1924  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  amber  toning.  45 

1924- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,125 

1924-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 349 

1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 349 

1925  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1925  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  .119 

1925  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1925  MS-64.  Brilliant .  45 

1925  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 45 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 


1925-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce  at  this 
grade  level . 539 


1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1926  MS-64.  Brilliant . 72 


1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 72 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1926-D  MS-65.  Brilliant .  609 

1926-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  just  a 

w  hisper  of  light  peripheral  toning . 609 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1926-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 119 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 169 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1926-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 69 

1926- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightlv  toned . 255 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1927- D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  lovely  example  of  this 

scarce  date  and  mintmark . 549 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 209 

1927-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We  made  a  fortunate 
purchase  of  a  little  box  of  these,  but  only  a  few  are 

left  now.  Buy  one  for . 209 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarcer 

than  generally  realized . 159 

1927-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 129 

1927-D  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces.  Hard  to  find 

this  nice . 639 

1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 639 

1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 639 

1927-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lowest  mintage  Peace 

dollar.  Ahvavs  popular,  yet  not  all  that  expen¬ 
sive . 629 


After  these  were  coined  the  Treasury  Department  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  1928  Peace  dollars  would  not  be  released ,  but 
would  be  available  only  on  special  request,  such  as  for  corner¬ 
stone-laying  purposes.  Eventually,  most  were  paid  out -but 
not  before  the  low-mintage  1928  became  famous 


1928  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

1928-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,075 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,075 

1928-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Light  iridescent  toning.  269 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 269 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,250 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,250 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 


Gem  Mint  State  1934-D  $1 


1934-D  MS-65  (NGC)  Brilliant  2,035 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Another  Gem  1934-D  $1 


1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,035 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces. .  439 
1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 

peripheral  toning . 439 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 209 

1934-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 209 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 


Choice  Uncirculated  1934-S  Peace  $1 
A  Key  Date  Beauty 


1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  the  key  date 
in  the  Peace  dollar  series,  and  whenever  we  see  an 
example  that  combines  accurate  (in  our  opinion) 
numerical  grade  with  excellent  eye  appeal,  we 
buy  it! . 4,095 

Today,  the  1934-S  Peace  dollar  is  considered  to  be  the 
rarest  variety  in  Mint  State  grades  up  through  MS-64,  the  key 
to  the  series.  It  was  not  always  so,  and  there  was  a  time  in  the 
early  1940s  when  the  1925  Philadelphia  dollar,  for  example, 
was  priced  higher,  considered  to  be  rarer,  and  was  in  greater 
demand  than  the  1934-S. 

The  lack  of  attention  paid  to  the  1934-S  in  the  early  days 
is  evidenced  by  advertisements,  which  indicate  that  it  was 
"just  another  Peace  dollar"  at  the  time.  For  example,  in  the 
February  1943  issue  of  The  Numismatist,  Indianapolis  dealer 
Lu  Riggs  offered  Uncirculated  1934-S  Peace  dollars  for  $1.75 
each,  the  same  price  charged  for  1921, 1922-S,  1923-D,  1923-S, 
1927, 1927-D,  1928, 1928-S,  1934,  and  1934-D  dollars.  In  other 
words,  it  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  cheapest,  commonest 
varieties.  By  comparison,  Riggs  charged  $2.50  each  for  these 
Peace  dollars,  each  considered  to  be  more  elusive  than  the 
1934-S  at  the  time:  1922-D,  1925, 1925-S,  1926-D,  1926-S,  and 
1927-S.  Only  the  1922  Philadelphia  Mint  dollar  was  cheaper 
than  the  1934-S! 

The  reasons  for  this  low  price  in  the  early  1940s,  which  by 
today's  hindsight  seems  remarkable,  is  twofold: 

1.  The  1934-S  was  minted  just  nine  years  earlier.  It  was  a 
modem  coin  and  thus  was  relatively  ignored.  It  had  not  yet 
become  "seasoned"  by  time. 

2.  At  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  quantities  of  1934-S 
(and  most  other  S-Mint  Peace  dollars,  and  many  S-Mint 
Morgan  dollars)  could  be  obtained  in  1,000-coin  bags  at 
face  value  However,  to  be  perfectly  objective,  I  have 
come  across  no  accounts  of  any  dealer  buying  bag  quan¬ 
tities  of  1934-S  in  a  conversation  with  Norman  Shultz  in 
the  1960s,  he  told  me  that  in  the  early  days  of  the  mar¬ 
ket  —  which  in  the  silver  dollar  market  means  pre-1962  — 
he  was  able  to  buy  quantities  of  many  San  Francisco  Mint 
dollars  at  face  value  plus  a  premium  for  handling,  from 
sources  in  the  San  F  rancisco  area.  In  the  1940s,  he  would 
typically  buy  a  few  dozen  rolls  at  a  time,  not  bags.  It 
should  be  noted  that  Peace  dollars  were  neither  widely 
collected  nor  were  they  objects  of  investment  desire 
during  the  1940s 

We  theorize  that  1934-S  dollars  were  simply  ignored  by 
dealers  in  the  1940s.  for  they  falsely  believed  that  hundreds  of 
thousands  were  still  stored  in  San  Francisco  or  in  banks,  and 
that  the  1954-S  was  common  I  .a ter,  they  found  out  that  many 


if  not  most  1934-S  dollars  had  been  paid  out  at  face  value  in  the 
1930s,  went  into  circulation,  and  became  worn,  and  that  Mint 
State  coins  were  rare.  Precisely  the  same  situation  happened 
with  1936-D  Washington  quarters;  everyone  thought  they 
were  common,  but  years  later,  when  dealers  and  collectors 
began  to  search  for  them,  few  could  be  located. 

By  1947,  the  1934-S  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence  from 
typical  dealer  listings  of  Uncirculated  Peace  dollars  that 
would  offer  nearly  every  other  date  and  mintmark.  In  the 
same  year,  William  Pukall,  a  New  Jersey  dealer,  priced  an  EF 
1934-S  for  $7.50,  or  more  than  an  Uncirculated  1934-S  sold  for 
just  a  couple  years  earlier  (at  the  sale  of  the  Frederick  C.C. 
Boyd  Collection  in  1945,  a  Mint  State  1934-S  fetched  $4.50,  for 
example).  Still,  there  was  no  hue  and  cry  by  dealers  seeking 
to  locate  the  date.  They  felt  that  sooner  or  later  a  number  of 
bags  would  come  on  the  market,  as  had  happened  so  often 


with  other  Peace  dollar  issues  (except  for  1 921 ),  and  the  1 934- 
S  would  once  again  become  common. 

As  Treasury  holdings  of  San  Francisco  Mint  dollars  were 
distributed  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  various  Federal 
Reserve  banks,  and  elsewhere  in  the  1950s,  the  rarity  of  vari¬ 
ous  silver  dollar  issues  sorted  itself  out.  By  the  early  1960s, 
Uncirculated  specimens  of  the  1934-S  had  been  largely  absent 
from  dealers'  stocks  for  nearly  15  years.  Often,  listings  of  Mint 
State  Peace  dollars  would  commence  with  1921  and  end  with 
1935-S,  and  give  prices  for  each  issue,  except  for  1934-S  which 
would  be  marked  "Wanted."  , 

When  in  the  1960s  the  Morgan  and  Peace  dollar  series 
jumped  into  the  forefront  of  numismatic  interest,  the  1934-S 
firmly  established  itself  as  by  far  the  most  difficult  Peace  dollar 
to  locate  in  Mint  State,  a  status  which  it  continues  to  enjoy  to 
this  day. 


An  Interesting  Cartoon  from  Hank  Spangenberger 


v-j'j'jryj&Di. 


No  1,461-  Vo«_  T,Vf  1 


NEW  YORK—  FOR  1 


The  other  day  we  re¬ 
ceived  a  surprise  from 
Henry  G.  (Hank)  Spangen¬ 
berger,  the  well-known  nu¬ 
mismatist  who  many  years 
ago  was  a  valued  member  of 
our  company  staff.  Hank 
sent  along  some  old  news¬ 
paper  issues,  including  an 
issue  of  Frank  Leslie's  Illus¬ 
trated  Newspaper,  July  14, 

1883,  with  this  anti-trade 
dollar  cartoon  —  reflecting 
the  political  situation  of  the 
time  (for  very  unfair  reasons 
as  numismatists  now  know). 

Hank  reminded  us  that 
these  old  newspapers  were 
from  the  old  Slater  house  in 
Norwich,  New  York,  certain  contents  of 
which  we  purchased  about  the  year 
1960.  There  was  a  vast  treasure  of  old 
newspapers,  invoices,  magazines,  and 
more  — thousands  of  items  that  had 
been  squirreled  away  from  about  1860 
to  1915,  including  a  number  of  items 
advertising  the  business  of  John  Swan 
Randall  (whose  name  was  later  attached 


to  the  famous  Randall  Hoard).  The 
Randall  mentions  were  not  numismatic, 
however. 

If  your  editor  recalls  correctly,  we 
took  whatever  was  of  interest  out  of  the 
Slater  house,  with  the  larger  remainder 
going  to  1  lank  Spangenberger,  who  at 
the  time  collected  just  about  everything 
(and  still  does). 
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Coin  Quiz 

News  of  the  Year 

We  give  clues  concerning  numismatic 
happenings  over  the  years.  See  how  many 
you  can  identify.  Get  six  or  more  right,  and 
you  are  doing  well.  Get  seven  or  eight 
right,  and  you  are  in  the  expert  class  or 
close  to  it.  Get  nine  or  10  correct,  and  you 
should  write  to  Gail  Baker  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  and  ask  to  be  a 
judge  in  the  "World  Series  of  Numismat¬ 
ics"  this  summer. 

1.  The  year.is  1870  and: 

a.  In  Sacramento,  California,  there  is  much 
excitement  about  gold  nuggets  recently 
found  in  the  bed  of  the  American  River. 

b.  In  Philadelphia,  Chief  Engraver  James  B. 
Longacre  is  busy  making  new  patterns  for 
the  Standard  Dollar. 

c.  In  Carson  City,  Nevada,  local  residents  are 
enthusiastic  about  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollars  minted  there  for  the  first  time. 

d.  In  Denver,  Colorado,  the  former  premises 
of  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.,  now  owned  by  the 
government,  are  employed  to  strike  $20 
gold  pieces  depicting  Pikes  Peak. 

2.  The  year  is  1935  and: 

a.  In  El  Paso,  Texas,  local  citizens  rally  to  sup¬ 
port  their  historical  museum  and  are  en¬ 
thusiastic  about  all  of  the  funds  to  be 
raised  for  it  by  L.W.  Hoffecker  through  the 
sale  of  the  Old  Spanish  Trail  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollars. 

b.  In  Lexington,  Kentucky,  C.  Frank  Dunn  is 
busy  sending  out  false  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  sales  of  the  very  rare  1935 
Boone  commemorative  half  dollars  with 
small  "1934"  on  the  reverse.  Some  of  his 
lies  would  later  be  published,  seemingly 
as  truth,  in  Tlw  Numismatist. 

c.  In  North  Tonawanda,  New  York,  the 
Wurlitzer  Company  introduced  its  first 
jukebox,  which  used  nickel  five-cent 
pieces.  After  thousands  were  sold,  the 
mints  found  it  necessary  to  increase  pro¬ 
duction  of  five-cent  pieces  dramatically. 

d.  No  Lincoln  cents  were  struck  in  Denver. 

3.  The  year  is  1952  and: 

a.  Spectrum  Numismatics  is  founded  in 
Newport  Beach,  California 

b.  Col  Bill  Murray  writes  his  first  coin  col¬ 
umn,  printed  in  The  Numismatic  Scrapbook. 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


c.  King  Farouk  of  Egypt  tires  of 
collecting  coins  and  decides 
to  consign  his  cabinet  to 
Christie's,  the  London  art  auc¬ 
tion  house. 

d.  In  lola,  Wisconsin,  Chet  Krause,  a  car¬ 
penter  by  trade,  produces  the  first  is¬ 
sue  of  Numismatic  News. 


4.  The  year  is  1950,  and  in  Beverly 
Hills,  CA,  the  Numismatic  Gallery  (Abe 
Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg)  publish  a 
catalogue  featuring  the  rare  coin  collection 
of: 

a.  Movie  actor  Adolphe  Menjou. 

b.  Femme  fatale  Betty  Grable. 

c.  Singer  Enrico  Caruso. 

d.  Lyricist  Harold  Adamson. 

5.  The  year  is  1949,  and  in  Baltimore 
the  gold  portion  of  the  collection  of  banker 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  is  completed  with 
the  addition  of  the: 


8.  It  is  1860  and: 

a.  WEALTH  OF  THE  SOUTH  tokens,  struck 
in  Cincinnati,  are  advertised  for  sale  in 
Richmond,  VA,  creating  local  interest  and 
resulting  in  the  dispersal  of  many  pieces. 

b.  In  New  York  City,  Augustus  B.  Sage  and 
friends  establish  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society. 

c.  The  Charlotte  Mint  struck  its  final  gold  dol¬ 
lars,  the  1860-C  issues. 

d.  The  Comstock  Lode  was  discovered  in 
Nevada  Territory,  paving  the  wav  for  the 
eventual  opening  of  the  Carson  City  Mint. 


a.  1875  Proof  $3. 

b.  Unique  1870-S  $3. 

c.  1841  quarter  eagle. 

d.  1822  $5. 

6.  The  year  is  1815  and  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint: 

a.  Copper  cents  were  struck. 

b.  Silver  quarter  dollars  were  struck. 

c.  Silver  half  dollars  were  struck. 

d.  Gold  half  eagles  were  struck. 

7.  It  is  July  4, 1829,  and: 

a.  Early  in  the  morning,  before  6  a.m.,  Mint 
employees  struck  some  silver  half  dimes 
to  be  used  in  a  cornerstone  laying  cer¬ 
emony'  for  the  new  Philadelphia  Mint. 

b.  In  celebration  of  the  occasion,  in  New  York 
City  several  hundred  copper  cents  and  sil¬ 
ver  half  dollars  were  counter-stamped 
with  the  portraits  of  Washington  and 
Lafayette. 

c.  In  Baltimore,  silversmith  Standish  Barry 
produced  silver  threepence  pieces  for  pub 
licity  and  as  an  advertisement,  each  one 
bearing  the  day  date  of  July  4 

d.  In  Oxford,  Maine,  young  W.  Elliot  Wood¬ 
ward  discovered  tourmaline  crystals  on 
nearby  Mount  Mica,  thus  enabling  him  to 
earn  pocket  money  with  which  he  com¬ 
menced  collecting  copper  cents 


9.  It  is  1962  and: 

a.  Dealer  Harry  J.  Forman  purchases  intact  a 
vast  reserve  of  United  States  gold  coins 
held  by  the  Central  Bank  of  Venezuela. 

b.  Numismatists  are  startled  and  excited  at 
the  discovery  of  bags  of  long-hidden  rare 
1903-0  Morgan  dollars  found  in  a  Phila¬ 
delphia  v'ault.  The  coin  market  goes  wild! 

c.  In  Sidney,  Ohio,  the  publication  Coin  World 
launches  its  "Trends"  column. 

d.  In  Santa  Barbara,  California,  Ronald  J. 
Gillio  formulates  plans  for  creating  a  se¬ 
ries  of  national  coin  expositions. 

10.  OK,  here's  an  easy  one.  It  is  1909 
and: 

a.  The  new  Lincoln  cent  is  released. 

b.  The  Liberty  1  lead  nickel  is  replaced  by  the 
Indian  Head  or  Buffalo  nickel. 

c.  The  earthquake  and  fire  in  San  Francisco 
force  the  closing  of  the  Mint  for  11  days. 

d.  Farran  Zerbe  is  given  the  ludas  Iscariot 
Award  by  the  American  Numismatic  As¬ 
sociation  in  appreciation  of  his  selfless  de¬ 
votion  to  the  organization. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1934-S  Peace  $1 


1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence  on 
frosty  surfaces.  A  delicacy  in  Uncirculated  grade, 
and  widely  esteemed  as  the  key  issue  in  the  Peace 
dollar  series  at  the  MS-63  level.  A  prize  for  the 
advanced  specialist . 2,495 


Golden  1934-S  Peace  $1 


1934-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  ..  2,495 


Lovely  MS-63 1934-S  $1 


1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces. .  2,495 
1934-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  ..  1,195 


1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 649 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 649 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 649 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 135 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72 

1935  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 72 

1935  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 72 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,125 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 269 

1935-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 269 

Trade  Dollars 

1874-S  Chopmarked.  EF-45 .  159 


High  and  Low  Society 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Fellow,  American  Numismatic  Society  -  Member  since  1958 


This  letter  arrived  the  other  day  from  one  of 
America's  best  known  and  respected  numis¬ 
matic  writers.  Although  anonymity  was  not 
requested,  we  have  withheld  his  name: 

Frankly,  the  flurry  of  articles,  and  letters  to 
the  editor,  and  press  releases  concerning  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  over  the  past 
several  months,  suggests  an  enterprise  melting 
away  before  our  eyes,  like  some  giant  snow 
castle  on  a  50°  day.  However  they've  expended 
their  monetary  capital,  and  it  doesn't  sound  like 
it's  been  wisely,  they've  certainly  squandered 
their  good  will  capital.  One  wonders  if  the 
depletion  of  their  financial  reserves  was  what 
triggered  their  finally  going  after  Ted  Naftzger 
(read,  "cash  cow").  If  so,  it  bankrupted  them  on 
the  "good  will  side."  And  at  the  retainer  rates 
charged  by  Manhattan  attorneys,  one  wonders 
how  much  they  would  retain  out  of  any  settle¬ 
ment,  anyway,  for  all  their  legal  bullying,  a 
dime  on  the  dollar? 

On  the  same  subject,  from  another  corre¬ 
spondent: 

The  American  Numismatic  Society  has  done 
the  impossible:  Selectively,  one  sector  at  a  time, 
it  has  succeeded  in  alienating  all  of  its  friends 
and  supporters:  its  curators,  its  staff,  and  many 
of  its  members.  Sure,  there  are  probably  some 
out  there  who  have  not  yet  felt  the  oppression, 
but  just  wait. 

I  have  to  hand  it  to  you  that  your  response  to 
"the  situation,"  really  an  outrage  that  blackened 
the  Society's  reputation,  of  the  western  numis¬ 
matic  Americana  was  handled  with  great  finesse. 
In  my  opinion,  the  Society  owes  you  and  the  oth¬ 
ers  a  great  apology.  They  are  very  lucky  that  you 
did  not  pursue  legal  action,  for  it  would  have  been 
a  sure  win  for  you  and  the  others  and  a  sure  loss 
for  the  Society.  They  should  write  you  and  the 
others  a  thank-you  letter  for  not  doing  the  obvi¬ 
ous.  They  might  want  to  hire  you  as  their  public¬ 
ity  director.  They  certainly  could  use  some. 

Also,  the  organization  would  be  better 
called  the  Ancient  and  Foreign  Numismatic  So¬ 
ciety,  rather  than  the  American  Numismatic  So¬ 
ciety.  A  "mission  statement"  is  needed,  and  it 
should  emphasize  American  numismatics. 

What  the  powers  at  the  Society  need  to  do  is 
to  read  your  book,  American  Numismatics  Before 
the  Civil  War,  and  to  re-acquaint  themselves 


with  the  enthusiasm  evinced  in  1858  by  "Gus" 
Sage  and  his  friends.  I  see  that  Catherine  Bullowa- 
Moore  mentioned  Sage  in  a  letter  she  recently  sent 
to  Numismatic  News.  Mrs.  Moore  has  a  lot  of  good 
ideas,  and  I  hope  the  Society  listens. 

Editor's  comment: 

Hopefully,  "This,  too,  will  pass."  The  Soci¬ 
ety  has  some  really  fine  people  on  board,  and  I 
fully  expect  that  President  Don  Partrick,  who  is 
a  bottom-line  realist  and  who  is  not  at  all  "po¬ 
litical,"  will  guide  the  Ship  of  the  Society  to  a 
safe  harbor. 

Recently,  long-time  American  numismatic 
scholar  and  collector  John  W.  Adams  stated  that 
he  had  been  invited  to  join  the  ANS  Council,  and 
he  accepted.  Adams'  experience,  wisdom,  and 
knowledge  are  assets  that  money  cannot  buy. 

Moreover,  Dr.  Ute  Wartenberg,  the  new  direc¬ 
tor,  is  a  lady  of  charm  and  talent,  and  is  very  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  numismatic  world  around  her  (we 
were  very  impressed  when  she  showed  up  in  per¬ 
son  to  attend  our  Walter  Childs  Collection  and 
Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection  sales  last  year  and 
appreciate  the  several  talks  we  had  with  her). 

Hopefully,  in  the  process  of  transition,  the 
American  word  in  the  Society's  title  will  come 
back  into  prominence.  World  and  ancient  coins 
are  highly  important  and  highly  interesting,  but 
the  Society  is  located  in  America,  and  it  should 
try  to  encourage  indigenous  numismatics  to  be, 
perhaps,  half  of  their  effort  and  focus.  This  does 
not  seem  to  be  asking  too  much.  To  be  sure,  the 
Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conferences  held  in 
recent  years  (I  was  a  speaker  at  the  most  recent 
one)  have  been  a  fine  step  in  this  direction. 

For  years  the  ANS  Library  has  been  under 
the  direction  of  Frank  Campbell  — who,  thank¬ 
fully— remains  on  the  staff.  Frank  and  the 
books  he  tends  are  a  fantastic  resource  for  re¬ 
search,  and  we  have  tapped  it  manv  times. 

A  word  of  appreciation  must  be  given  to  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  Ed  Rochette  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  (of  Colorado  Springs), 
who  recently  offered  to  have  the  ANA  assist  the 
ANS  during  this  |.>eriod  of  passage  and  transition. 

As  we  see  it,  the  Society  on  its  voyage  ran 
into  a  hurricane,  lost  a  few  masts  and  spars  and, 
unfortunately,  some  of  the  crew,  but  sunnv 
skies  are  ahead  and  the  continuing  travels 
promise  to  be  on  a  calmer  sea. 
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A  Ton  of  Books  for  $1,415 


On  Old  Route  1  Along  the  Coast 

Every  once  in  awhile  for  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  it  is  fun  to  contribute  a  travelogue 
or  personal  side  trip,  usually  with  a  numis¬ 
matic  connection,  but  not  with  prime  em¬ 
phasis  on  such.  Such  is  the  present  narra¬ 
tive... 

On  one  recent  Sunday  my  wife  Christie 
and  1  departed  Wolfeboro  and  headed  east 
to  Maine,  specifically  to  Wells,  a  small 
community  on  Route  1.  This  particular 
highway,  which  runs  along  the  coast,  was 
known  years  ago  as  a  continuation 
of  the  Boston  Post  Road,  but  that 
name  is  rarely  seen  now.  In  the 
years  before  the  interstate  high¬ 
way  system,  anyone  wanting  to 
travel  north  from  New  York  City 
along  the  seashore  would  take 
Route  1,  perhaps  staying  over¬ 
night  at  a  cabin  colony,  of  which  a 
few  still  remain.  Today,  everyone 
is  in  a  hurry,  and  the  standard  pro¬ 
cedure  is  to  take  Interstate  95 
slightly  inland,  exiting  appropri¬ 
ately  to  visit  a  specific  shore  stop. 

In  Wells,  Maine,  the  attraction 
was  one  of  our  favorite  bookstores 
in  all  the  world  — the  extensive 
layout  run  for  many  years  by 
Douglas  N.  Harding,  an  accom¬ 
plished  antiquarian  bookman,  who  with 
his  family  and  associates  must  have 
100,000  old  books  for  sale  — although  1 
have  never  counted,  and  I  am  not  sure  that 
Doug  has  either.  In  addition,  a  wing  on  the 
shop  has  bins  full  of  maps  and  some  post¬ 
ers.  Every  few  months  I  make  a  sortie  over 
to  Harding's  to  see  what  is  new  and  inter¬ 
esting.  Somewhat  similar  to  buying  coins, 
tokens,  and  medals  — especially  obscure 
ones,  1  usually  do  not  develop  a  desire  to 
possess  a  particular  book  until  I  see  it.  (In  a 
philosophically  related  situation,  I  was  not 
aware  that  I  needed  a  Mcgalithoscope  until  I 


saw  one  come  up  at  a  Skinner  auction.) 

Anyway,  on  this  particular  Sunday, 
Doug  Harding  was  on  hand  behind  the 
counter,  having  returned  from  an  extensive 
buying  and  selling  trip,  which  took  him  all 
the  way  from  Maine  to  San  Diego.  While 
he  was  away,  thousands  of  catalogues, 
pamphlets,  and  books  had  arrived  from  an 
earlier  purchase  and  had  been  piled  in 
boxes  along  two  walls  of  one  of  his  storage 
rooms,  three  boxes  high,  the  entire  group 
of  books  forming  a  barricade  on  each  side. 


Doug  told  me  that  a  few  months  ago  he 
had  purchased  the  contents  of  a  Connecti¬ 
cut  bookseller,  the  inventory  of  whom  had 
been  put  away  many  years  ago  when  the 
business  closed.  The  entire  accumulation, 
which  varied  from  rare  books  to  common 
ones,  was  purchased  as  a  bulk  lot.  As  of 
my  visit,  Doug  had  not  had  a  chance  to  ex¬ 
amine  his  own  purchases.  However,  he  in¬ 
vited  me  to  open  the  cartons  and  extract 
anything  that  I  saw  of  interest— put  it  into 
a  pile  — and  he  would  price  it.  As  happy  as 
a  clam,  1  began  to  do  this  — a  process  which 
eventually  took  about  three  or  four  hours! 


And,  this  was  simply  looking  quicklv,  not 
pausing  to  see  all  of  the  titles. 

Among  the  first  boxes  opened  were 
three  filled  with  copies  of  a  periodical 
titled  Old  Time  New  England.  Published 
monthly,  each  contained  illustrated  articles 
on  history.  A  few  seconds  later  I  spotted 
one  with  some  Massachusetts  silver  coins 
on  the  cover.  Aha!  Inside  was  an  article 
about  Malcolm  Storer  on  the  same  subject. 
My  interest  piqued,  I  thought  it  might  be 
nice  to  buy  as  many  different  copies  as 
possible. 

Doug  said,  "Take  one  of  each 
for  a  dollar  a  copy.  How's  that?" 
That  was  just  fine,  but  there  were 
so  many  on  hand  that  I  couldn't 
look  for  duplicates.  Doug  quickly 
counted  and  came  up  with  348  is¬ 
sues  worth  as  many  dollars. 

Next  in  the  pile  of  cartons  were 
hundreds(?)  of  publications  by  the 
Essex  Institute,  of  Salem,  Massa¬ 
chusetts— an  institution  that  has 
for  many  years  been  in  the  fore¬ 
front  of  nautical  research.  Just  a 
quick  skim  revealed  many  inter¬ 
esting  titles  about  long  forgotten 
ships,  old  American  seaports, 
trade  with  the  Orient,  etc.  Another 
deal  was  made,  and  a  couple  more 
cartons  of  books  were  purchased.  Then 
came  Historical  Magazine,  launched  in  1857, 
and  with  many  interesting  numismatic  ar¬ 
ticles  in  the  early  issues.  Back  home  in  my 
library  1  have  a  scattered  set— couldn't  re¬ 
member  what  years  — but  1  could  not  turn 
down  Doug's  offer  of  several  yearly  vol¬ 
umes  wrapped  up  in  string,  probably  over 
a  century  ago  as  unsold  remainders— these 
were  really  old  -at  $5  per  bundle.  This  re¬ 
minded  me  of  the  time  in  the  late  1950s 
when  I  visited  the  American  Numismatic 
Society  in  New  York  and  was  given  the 
opportunity  to  buy  for  $4  per  year,  it  1  re 
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member  correctly,  all  the  back  issues  I 
wanted  of  the  American  journal  of  Numis¬ 
matics  (these  were  done  up  in  buff-colored 
paper  with  crayon  mark  identification  on 
the  outside). 

During  the  ensuing  several  hours  at 
Harding's  store  I  encountered  many  differ¬ 
ent  sets  of  books,  travelogues,  and  more. 
Often  these  were  broken  sets,  including 
just  one  volume  out  of  two,  or  perhaps  a 
run  with  two  or  three  volumes  missing. 
Obviously,  the  original  owner  kept  these 
stray  copies  on  hand 
hoping  to  fill  in  the  re¬ 
quired  numbers.  Other 
sets  were  indeed  com¬ 
plete,  but  had  raggy 
bindings  — candidates  to 
be  sent  off  to  a  binderv, 
but  which  never  were. 

Several  two-volume  sets 
of  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin, 
dated  in  the  1850s,  were 
in  this  category,  each 
with  the  spines  intact  but 
loose  — but  I  did  not  ask 
the  price  or  buy  them. 

I  enjoy  travelogues, 
and  there  must  have  been  at  least  a  dozen 
or  more  that  I  did  not  have,  primarily  con¬ 
sisting  of  narratives  describing  journeys 
through  the  northeastern  United  States,  or 
up  and  down  the  Mississippi,  in  the  years 
from  the  late  17th  century  through  about 
1830. 1  recognized  several  single  volumes 
of  two-volume  sets  that  if  its  one-time 
companion  had  been  present  the  pair 
would  have  been  worth,  say,  $200  to 
$400  —  but  the  stray  single  book  was  priced 
at  $5.  Good  deal  for  me,  I  thought,  as  half  a 
travelogue  is  better  than  none!  Especially 
for  only  $5.  That's  almost  free! 

When  all  was  said  and  done,  my  SUV 
was  completely  packed  in  the  back  seat, 
second  back  seat  and  rear  with  at  least  a 
ton  of  magazines  and  books,  for  which  I 
wrote  a  check  — a  bargain  in  my  opinion  — 
for  the  requested  price  of  $1,415. 

That  evening  I  started  looking  through 
the  travelogues,  marking  with  post-it 
notes,  anything  that  had  to  do  with  coins 
or  coinage.  By  week's  end  I  had  gone 
through  the  first  of  over  a  dozen  cartons, 
picking  out  some  tidbits  for  the  present 


Rare  Coin  Review.  These  are  given  below: 

Pieces  of  Eight  (literally) 

The  first  book  I  looked  through  was 
Volume  II  (Volume  I  was  nowhere  in 
sight)  of  Christian  Scultz,  Jr.'s  narrative, 
Travels  on  an  Inland  Voyage.  Scultz  seemed 
to  me  to  be  a  strange  spelling  of  what 
might  be  the  last  name  Schultz,  but  lo  and 
behold,  his  name  was  signed  this  way  in 
full  and  in  ink  — with  appropriate  flour¬ 
ishes— at  the  bottom  of  page  131. 


The  narrative  picks  up  in  Ohio,  on  the 
north  shore  of  the  Ohio  River,  under  date  of 
October  24,  1807.  The  account  — written 
when  Scultz  stopped  for  a  while,  about 
where  the  town  of  Cincinnati  was  later 
prominent  —  told  of  residents  of  the  district: 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country,  how¬ 
ever,  labour  under  one  very  great  inconve¬ 
nience,  which  arises  from  the  scarcity  of 
cash;  as,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  circulating 
medium,  their  trade  and  dealings  are  nec¬ 
essarily  confined  to  barter.  The  merchants, 
whose  stores  may  be  said  to  be  so  many 
collectors'  offices,  receive  their  goods  over¬ 
land  from  New  York,  by  way  of  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  and 
some  small  supplies  from  Alexandria. 

Payments  are  made  to  them  chiefly  in 
the  bulky  produce  of  the  country,  the  only 
market  for  which  is  at  New  Orleans.  The 
consequence  is,  that  they  are  constantly  oc¬ 
cupied  in  collecting  all  the  specie  [silver 
and  gold  coins]  they  can,  in  order  to  make 
their  remittances  over  land.  Several  plans, 

1  am  informed,  have  been  projected  for  de¬ 
taining  the  money  in  the  country,  but  none 
I  believe  have  operated  so  effectually  as 
that  in  practice  in  the  states  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee.  Here  a  round  dollar  no 


sooner  makes  its  appearance,  then  it  is  di¬ 
vided  from  the  centre  into  eight  equal 
pieces;  and  some,  1  am  told,  carry  their  in¬ 
genuity  so  far  as  to  make  nine  and  even  ten 
eighths  out  of  a  dollar;  securing  at  once  a 
profit  of  25%,  for  their  labour. 

The  cutting  of  a  Spanish-American  dol¬ 
lar,  worth  8  bits  (each  bit  was  valued  at  12- 
1  / 2C)  into  pie-shaped  segments— like  cut¬ 
ting  up  a  pizza,  but  on  a  smaller  scale - 
yielded  pieces  of  eight,  a  term  that  is  known 
to  historians  today.  However,  the  writer 
has  seen  only  a  couple  of  con¬ 
temporary  accounts  of  the  prac¬ 
tice  being  performed. 

Many  pages  later,  after  tra¬ 
versing  down  the  entire  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  to  New  Orleans, 
and  observing  the  habits  of  the 
citizens  along  the  way  and 
making  notes  on  the  terrain, 
Scultz  boarded  a  ship  the  first 
name  beginning  with  the  initial 
"F"  (full  name  not  given,  as  ap¬ 
parently  he  wanted  it  to  remain 
anonymous),  which  departed 
from  New  Orleans  sometime  in 
early  May  1808,  and  which  in 
any  event  was  in  the  sea  off  Havana,  Cuba, 
by  May  15, 1808,  on  its  way  to  New  York 
City  — as  on  May  15th  he  wrote  a  chapter 
of  the  book. 

Before  leaving  this  little  leather-bound 
Volume  II  behind,  I  note  that  at  one  time  it 
was  in  the  Lenox  Library  in  Lenox,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  A  pasted-in  plate  in  the  book  in¬ 
dicates  that  it  might  have  been  in  another 
library  earlier,  something  called  the 
"Scholar's  Library,"  which  gave  as  its 
rules:  "This  book  must  be  returned  to  the 
Library  within  two  weeks  after  it  is  drawn, 
under  penalty  of  12-1/2  cents  for  the  first 
and  25  cents  for  every  other  omission..." 
This  was  reflective  of  the  era  in  which 
money  was  reckoned  in  bits,  or  Spanish- 
American  12-1/2  cent  pieces. 

The  Tour  of  F.  Cuming 

The  second  book  1  looked  through  bore 
the  imprint,  Sketches  of  A  Tour  to  the  Western 
Country,  through  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Ken¬ 
tucky;  A  Voyage  Doum  the  Ohio  and  Missis¬ 
sippi  Rivers,  and  A  Trip  through  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Territory;  and  Part  of  West  Florida,  a 


Cincinnati  as  shown  in  an  early  view. 
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too-long  title  which  I've  already  forgotten! 
Among  the  further  subtitles  (of  which  there 
were  several)  one  stated  that  the  narrative 
"commenced  at  Philadelphia  in  the  winter 
of  1807  and  concluded  in  1809."  The  author 
was  F.  Cuming,  and  the  book  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  Pittsburgh  in  1810. 

I  couldn't  resist  reading  tire  entire  thing, 
but  marking  only  passages  that  had  to  do 
with  coins  and  money.  Page  34  included 
this  in  relation  to  a  stopping  place  not  far 
from  Carlisle,  in  the  center  of  Permsylvania, 
January  25, 1807: 

At  eleven  o'clock  I  stopped  and  break¬ 
fasted  at  a  large  tavern  on  the  right,  seven 
miles  from  Carlisle.  I  got  coffee,  bread  and 
butter,  eggs  and  excellent  honey  in  the 
comb,  for  which  I  was  charged  only  19  C. 
My  landlord  presented  me  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  and  finest  apples  I  had  ever  seen:  it  was 
the  produce  of  his  own  orchard,  where  he 
had  several  tree's  of  the  same  species,  raised 
by  himself  from  the  pippin,  and  neither 
grafted  nor  budded. 

He  had  the  manners  of  a  New  England 
man,  being  desirous  both  of  receiving  and 
of  communicating  information,  but  I  soon 
gathered  from  him  that  he  was  a  native  of 
that  part  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  English 
extraction.  On  my  entrance  he  had  laid 
down  a  book,  which  taking  up  afterwards, 

I  found  to  be  a  volume  of  Robertson's 
Charles  V. 

As  I  proceeded  from  hence,  two  very 
beautiful  red  foxes  playfully  crossed  the 
road  about  100  yards  before  me;  they  then 
re-crossed  it,  and  seeing  me,  made  up  a  hill 
to  the  right  with  incredible  swiftness,  leap¬ 
ing  with  ease  a  Virginia  worm  fence  above 
six  feet  high. 

The  time  advanced  to  Sunday,  July  19, 
1807,  with  the  traveler  being  on  the  Ohio 
River  and  stopping  in  the  state  of  that 
name,  with  a  man  named  Brown.  There 
was  a  passing  mention  of  what  seems  to  be 
a  high  price  for  lodging,  among  other  com¬ 
mentaries: 

After  supping  with  the  old  gentleman, 
near  his  old  wife's  bedside,  on  apple  pie, 
bread,  butter  and  milk,  he  kissed  her,  and 
then  showed  us  to  a  room  with  four  beds  in 
it,  one  of  which  he  occupied  himself  and 
gave  us  possession  of  another,  which  we 
were  not  allowed  to  possess  in  peace,  as  its 
indigenous  inhabitants  [bedbugs?  fleas?), 
indignant  at  our  intrusion,  assailed  us  all 
night  with  such  fury,  as  to  drive  us  from 
their  quarters  at  the  first  dawn  of  day. 

The  old  man  had  entertained  us  until  a 


late  hour,  by  narrating  to  us  his  situation, 
and  that  of  his  family.  His  children  have 
all  good  farms,  and  he  intends  making  no 
will,  that  they  may  inherit  equally,  (ac¬ 
cording  to  the  very  equitable  law  of  this 
country  respecting  intestate  inheritance) 
whatever  he  may  die  possessed  of,  which 
he  gave  us  to  understand  was  very  con¬ 
siderable.  One  daughter  is  married  to  a 
Mr.  Madan,  an  Irishman,  to  whom  he 
gave  a  farm  with  her,  which  Madan  sold 
for  $1000  dollars  five  years  ago,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  St.  Genevieve  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  where  he  is  now  a  land  surveyor 
with  an  income  of  $2000  per  annum.  Two 
years  ago,  squire  Brown,  notwithstanding 
his  age,  about  70,  paid  his  daughter  a 
visit,  a  distance  of  1000  miles. 

Though  he  does  not  keep  a  tavern,  he 
knows  how  to  charge  as  if  he  did,  we  hav¬ 
ing  to  pay  him  half  a  dollar  for  our  plain 
supper,  plainer  bed,  and  two  quarts  of 
milk  we  took  with  us  next  morning; 
which  was  very  high  in  a  country  where 
cash  is  very  scarce,  and  everything  else 
very  abundant. 

The  next  day,  Monday,  July  20th,  narra¬ 
tor  Cuming  was  in  Steubenville,  Ohio, 
where  he  observed: 

There  is  a  land  office  here  for  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands,  from  which  large 
sums  in  Spanish  dollars  are  sent  annually 


to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  in 
Washington.  Perhaps  this  is  one  cause  of 
the  town  having  increased  so  rapidly.  An¬ 
other  may  be  its  very  handsome  situation. 
The  first  street,  which  is  parallel  to  the 
river,  is  on  a  narrow  flat,  sufficiently 
raised  above  the  river  floods;  while  the 
rest  of  the  town  is  about  20  feet  perpen¬ 
dicular  above  it,  on  an  extensive  plain,  ris¬ 
ing  gradually  with  a  gentle  slope  to  the 
foot  of  the  hills  which  surround  it  in  a 


semicircle  like  an  amphitheatre,  about  a 
mile  distant.  On  one  of  those  a  Mr.  Smith 
has  a  house  and  farm  which  seems  to  im¬ 
pend  over  the  south  end  of  the  town,  faim 
an  elevation  of  400  feet  perpendicular 
from  the  bed  of  the  river.  Mr.  Bazil  Wells, 
who  is  joint  proprietor  of  the  soil  with  Mr 
James  Ross  of  Pittsburgh,  has  a  handsome 
house  and  finely  improved  garden  and 
farm  on  the  bank  of  the  Ohio,  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  below  the  town. 

We  remained  about  an  hour  in 
Steubenville  (which  is  named  in  honor  of 
the  late  Major  General  Baron  Steuben,  the 
founder  of  the  present  American  military 
tactics).  We  then  pursued  our  course 
down  the  river,  passing  at  half  a  mile  a 
point  on  the  left,  where  is  a  tavern  with  a 
fine  extensive  bottom  behind  it;  and  four 
and  half  miles  further,  we  left  Mingo  bot¬ 
tom  island  (very  small)  on  the  left;  half  a 
mile  below  which  on  the  right  is  Mr. 
Potter's  handsome  square  roofed  house, 
and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  lower  down  is  Mr. 
Preatt's  neat  frame  cottage,  ornamented 
like  Potter's  with  weeping  willows  and 
Lombardy  poplars... 

On  Thursday,  July  23,  1807,  Cuming 
found  himself  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  per  the 
following: 

This  town  is  finely  situated  on  both 
banks  of  the  Muskingum,  at  the 
confluence  of  that 
river  with  the  Ohio. 

It  is  principally  built 
on  the  left  bank, 
where  there  are  97 
houses,  including  a 
courthouse,  a  market 
house,  an  academy, 
and  a  post  office. 

There  are  about 
30  houses  on  the  op¬ 
posite  bank,  the 
former  site  of  Fort 
Harmar,  which  was  a 
United  States'  garri¬ 
son  during  the  In¬ 
dian  wars,  but  of 
which  no  vestige 
now  remains.  Some 
of  the  houses  are  of 
brick,  some  of  stone,  but  they  are  chiefly 
of  wood,  many  of  them  large,  and  having  a 
certain  air  of  taste.  There  are  two  ropewalks, 
and  there  were  on  the  stocks  2  ships,  2  brigs, 
and  a  schooner.  A  bank  is  established  here, 
which  began  to  issue  notes  on  the  20th  inst. 

Its  capital  is  $100,000  in  1000  shares:  Mr 
Rufus  Putnam  is  the  president 

Above  is  a  small  scrap  of  numismatic  in¬ 
formation-relating  that  on  July  20,  1807, 


A  flatboat  on  the  Ohio  River  in  the  19th  century.  Cargo,  merchandise, 
agricultural  goods,  passengers  and  livestock  were  carried  down  the  river. 
Typically  such  flatboats  were  broken  up  for  their  lumber  at  the  destination, 
often  New  Orleans. 
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the  single  bank  in  Marietta  issued  its  first 
notes.1 

A  few  days  thereafter  the  traveler  was  in 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  which  was  described 
as  follows,  including  a  comment  about 
money  in  circulation: 

Having  been  informed  that  Mr. 
Prentice,  from  New  England,  who  is  keeper 
of  the  county  jail,  had  collected  much  local 
information  respecting  Lexington,  with  an 
intention  of  publishing  an  account  of  its 
settlement,  progress  and  present  state,  I 
called  on  him,  and  he  very  politely  commu¬ 
nicated  to  me  everything  I  interrogated  him 
on:  as  his  book  however  will  be  given  to  the 
public  on  some  future  day,  I  will  not  antici¬ 
pate  it:  but  will  merely  mention  one  circum¬ 
stance  as  a  proof  how  much  luxury  has  pro¬ 
gressed  here: 

Last  year  there  were  in  Lexington  39 
two  wheel  carriages,  such  as  gigs  and  one 
horse  chaises,  valued  at  $5,764 ,  and  21  four 
wheel  ones,  coaches,  chariots,  etc.  valued  at 
$8,900;  since  when  four  elegant  ones  have 
been  added  to  the  number.  This  may  con¬ 
vey  some  idea  of  the  taste  for  show  and  ex¬ 
pense  which  pervades  this  country. 

There  are  now  here,  1500  good  and 
valuable  horses,  and  700  milk  cows. 

The  police  of  Lexington  seem  to  be 
well  regulated:  as  one  proof  of  which 
there  is  an  established  nightly  watch. 

The  copper  coinage  of  the  United 
States  is  of  no  use  in  Kentucky  — the 
smallest  circulating  coin  being  a  silver 
sixteenth  of  a  dollar.2  There  are  four 
billiard  tables  in  Lexington,  and  cards 
are  a  good  deal  played  at  taverns, 
where  it  is  more  customary  to  meet  for 
that  purpose  than  at  private  houses. 

There  is  a  coffee  house  here,  where 
is  a  reading  room  for  the  benefit  of 
subscribers  and  strangers,  in  which  are  42 
files  of  different  newspapers  from  various 
parts  of  the  United  States.  It  is  supported  by 
subscribers,  who  pay  $6  each  annually,  and 
of  which  there  are  now  60.  In  the  same 
house  is  a  billiard  table,  and  chess  and 
backgammon  tables,  and  the  guests  may  be 
accommodated  with  wine,  porter,  beer, 
spirituous  liquors,  cordials  and  confection¬ 
ery.  It  is  kept  by  a  Mr.  Terasse,  formerly  of 
the  island  of  St.  Bartholomew.  He  had  been 
unfortunate  in  mercantile  business  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  coming  to  this  country, 
and  failing  in  the  recovery  of  some  prop¬ 
erty  he  had  shipped  to  New  York,  he  had 
no  other  resource  left  to  gain  a  provision  for 
his  family,  but  the  teaching  of  the  French 
language  and  dancing,  in  Lexington.  The 
trustees  of  Transylvania  College  (or  univer¬ 


sity,  as  the  Lexington  people  proudly  call  it) 
employed  him  in  the  former,  but  had  it  not 
been  for  the  latter,  he  might  have  starved. 
And  here  it  may  not  be  impertinent  to  re¬ 
mark,  that  in  most  parts  of  the  United 
States,  teachers  of  dancing,  meet  with  more 
encouragement  than  professors  of  any  spe¬ 
cies  of  literary  science.  Disgusted  at  length 
with  the  little  encouragement  he  received, 
he  bethought  himself  of  his  present  busi¬ 
ness,  in  which  he  has  become  useful  to  the 
town  and  seems  to  be  reaping  a  plentiful 
harvest  from  his  ingenuity.  He  has  opened 
a  little  public  garden  behind  his  house, 
which  he  calls  Vauxhall.  It  has  a  most  luxu¬ 
riant  grape  arbor,  and  two  or  three  summer 
houses,  formed  also  of  grape  vines,  all  of 
which  are  illuminated  with  variegated 
lamps,  every  Wednesday  evening,  when 
the  music  of  two  or  three  decent  performers 
sometimes  excites  parties  to  dance  on  a 
small  boarded  platform  in  the  middle  of  the 
arbor.  It  is  becoming  a  place  of  fashionable 
resort. 

Fast  forward  to  August  1807,  specific 
day  not  known,  when  our  traveler,  having 


passed  through  much  of  Ohio,  now  arrived 
at  a  new  settlement: 

Had  I  not  been  informed,  I  should  not 
have  known  that  I  was  now  in  the  town  of 
Tarleton,  as  there  was  but  one  other  house 
besides  the  tavern;  three  or  four  more  were 
however  just  going  to  be  built,  and  our 
landlord  had  no  doubt  of  its  soon  becoming 
a  smart  town.  The  lots  were  sold  at  from 
sixteen  to  twenty-five  dollars  each. 

Lybrant's  is  one  of  the  best  and  most 
reasonable  inns  I  had  met  with  in  my  tour. 

At  one  o'clock  we  set  down  to  a  most  excel¬ 
lent  breakfast  of  good  coffee,  roast  fowls, 
chicken  pie,  potatoes,  bread  and  butter,  and 
cucumbers  both  sliced  and  pickled,  all  not 
only  good,  but  delicate  and  fine  even  to  the 
pastry,  which  is  very  uncommon  in  this 
country,  and  our  charge  was  only  a  quarter 


of  a  dollar. 

For  eight  miles  from  Tarleton,  the  road 
runs  through  low,  rich  and  miry  black  oak 
woods,  and  now  and  then  a  small  prairie, 
and  settlements  not  nearer  each  other  than 
every  two  miles.  The  country  then  rising  into 
hills  the  road  improves,  but  it  continues 
equally  thinly  inhabited,  the  settlements  be¬ 
ing  mostly  on  what  is  called  the  old  county 
road,  which  runs  parallel  to  the  state  road 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  northward  of  it, 
and  is  better  and  shorter  by  a  mile  between 
Chillicothe  and  New  Lancaster. 

After  riding  a  mile  among  the  hills  I 
passed  Stukey's  tavern,  for  six  miles  be¬ 
yond  which  the  face  of  the  country  is  very 
picturesque;  the  tops  of  the  hills  terminat¬ 
ing  in  rocks,  some  impending  and  some 
perpendicular,  while  the  road  leads 
through  a  defile  winding  round  their  bot¬ 
toms.  The  whole  country  is  covered  with 
dwarf  oak,  and  other  low  shrubs  and 
bushes  and  some  thinly  scattered  black 
oaks  of  stunted  growth.  This  scarcity  of  tim¬ 
ber  is  partly  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the 
soil,  and  partly  to  the  effect  of  fire,  which 
must  have  gone  through  this  whole  district 
of  six  or  seven  miles,  and  that  at  no 
very  distant  period  back,  from 
many  evident  marks  still  remain¬ 
ing.  What  a  grand  yet  awful  scene 
must  have  been  such  a  tract  of 
woods  in  flames! 

There  is  no  house  for  three 
miles  from  Stukey's  tavern,  and 
from  that  to  within  a  mile  of  New 
Lancaster,  there  are  but  two  other 
settlements.  —  Then,  on  descending 
a  low  hill,  and  emerging  from  the 
woods  into  an  extensive  natural 
meadow  on  the  western  bank  of 
the  Hockhocking,  that  town  pre¬ 
sents  itself  suddenly  to  view,  well 
situated  on  a  rising  ground  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  and  making  a  better  ap¬ 
pearance  at  that  distance  than  it  has  on  en¬ 
tering  it.  A  wooden  bridge  crosses  the  river, 
which  is  here  only  a  rivulet  just  below  the 
town,  and  here  I  passed  a  number  of  men 
engaged  in  racing  their  horses. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  book,  the  date 
being  May  14, 1808,  the  narrative  picks 
up  at  Vincennes,  Indiana,  quoted  here. 


1  A  perusal  of  the  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  State s 
Obsolete  Bank  Notes  1782-1866  by  James  Haxby 
shows  that  these  bank  notes  are  unknown  todav. 

2  The  sixteenth  of  a  dollar  was  the  medio  or  0-1/4C 
piece.  Interestingly,  copper  cents  were  unknown. 
This  ties  in  with  contemporary  government  reports 
stating  that  copper  cents  did  not  circulate  tar  be¬ 
yond  the  Northeast. 


The  Ohio  River  at  Maysville,  Kentucky,  as  shown  in  an  1821  view. 
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not  because  of  the  mention  of  coins,  but 
because  of  this  curious  mode  of  river 
travel.  We  had  heard  of  similar  boats  on 
Lake  Winnipesaukee  (on  which  our  of¬ 
fice  is  situated),  but  none  on  the  Ohio 
River: 

A  keel  of  40  tons  came  to  the  landing 
at  the  same  time  we  did.  She  was 
worked  by  a  horizontal  wheel,  kept  in 
motion  by  six  horses  going  round  in  a 
circle  on  a  gallery  above  the  boat,  by 
which  are  turned  two  cog  wheels  fixed 
each  to  an  axle  which  projects  over  both 
gunwales  of  the  boat,  one  before  and 
the  other  behind  the  horizontal  wheel. 
Eight  paddles  are  fixed  on  the  projecting 
end  of  each  axle,  which  impel  the  boat 
about  five  or  six  miles  an  hour,  so  that 
she  can  be  forced  against  the  current 
about  20  miles  a  day.  One  Brookfield, 
the  owner,  who  conducts  the  boat,  had 
her  built  last  year  about  two  miles 
above  Louisvilje,  in  Kentucky,  and  then 
went  in  her  to  New  Orleans,  from 
whence  he  was  now  returning,  dispos¬ 
ing  of  a  cargo  of  sugar  from  place  to 
place  in  his  ascent.  He  expected  to  get 
home  and  to  commence  a  second  voy¬ 
age  in  about  a  month.  Seven  horses  had 
died  during  the  voyage,  and  he  had 
only  two  remaining  of  the  first  set  he 
had  commenced  with. 

Now,  to  another  book,  actually  a  pair 
of  books,  from  the  same  carton: 

The  Power  of  Gold 

The  two-volume  Cyclopaedia  of  Wit 
and  Humor,  edited  by  W.E.  Burton,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1858,  yielded  some  tidbits.  This 
is  part  of  a  poem,  "An  After  Dinner 
Eclogue,"  written  by  Micah  P.  Flint, 
1826: 

Modem  bards,  like  bards  of  old, 

Still  confess  the  power  of  gold; 

Still  'tis  Hymen's  brightest  charm; 

Still  it  points  the  warrior's  arm. 

Still  the  senseless,  and  the  sage, 

Men  of  every  clime  and  age, 

Blushing  maids  and  hoydens  bold. 
Yield  alike  the  palm  to  gold. 

Clever  Strategy  Averts  a  Bank  "Run" 

Another  item  from  the  Cyclopaedia  of 
Wit  and  Humor  anthology: 

In  1840,  The  Annals  ofQuodlibet,  a  po¬ 
litical  satire  edited  by  "Simon  Second- 
thoughts,"  contained  a  chapter,  "Sus¬ 
pension  of  Specie  Payments,"  which 
commented  on  the  May  1837  action  of 


large  city  banks  stopping  the  payment 
of  specie  (silver  and  gold  coins)  to  cus¬ 
tomers,  and  leaving  the  public  holding 
paper  notes  of  uncertain  or  no  value.  In 
this  era  it  was  common  for  banks  with 
very  little  in  the  way  of  hard  assets  (such 
as  specie)  to  issue  a  flood  of  paper  notes, 
which  in  time  became  worthless.  The 
banks  hoped  that  the  notes  would  stay 
"out  there"  and  not  be  brought  back,  for 
few  silver  and  gold  coins  were  on  hand 
to  redeem  them. 

The  tongue-in-check  tale  told  of  the 
directors  of  the  Patriotic  Copperplate 
Bank  of  Quodlibet  which  learned  of 
these  fine  city  institutions  and  their  ac¬ 
tions,  and  realized  that  they  might  have 
to  follow  suit.  A  meeting  of  the  bank  di¬ 
rectors  was  held,  including  merchant 
Anthony  Hardbottle,  who  inquired 
(modem  footnotes  added): 

"How  much  cash  have  we  on  hand?" 

"One  hundred  and  seven  dollars  and 
thirty  seven  and  a  half  cents  in  silver,"  re¬ 
plied  Nicodemus,  "and  five  half  eagles  in 
gold,  which  were  brought  here  by  our 
honorable  president,  and  placed  on  de¬ 
posit  after  he  had  used  them  in  the  last 
election,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
people  what  an  admirable  currency  we 
were  to  have,  as  soon  as  Mr.  Benton 
should  succeed  in  making  it  float  up  the 
stream  of  the  Mississippi." 5 

Again  asked  Anthony  Hardbottle, 
"What  circulation  have  you  abroad?"1 * * 4 

"Six  hundred  thousand  dollars,"  re¬ 
plied  Nicodemus,  "and  a  trifle  over." 

"Then,"  said  Anthony,  "I  think  we 
had  better  suspend  with  the  rest." 

"Never,"  said  the  Hon.  Middleton 
Flam,  rising  from  his  seat  and  thumping 
the  table  violently  with  his  hand.  "Never, 
sir,  whilst  I  am  president  of  this  bank, 
and  there  is  a  shot  in  the  locker."^ 

"Bravo  — well  said,  admirably  said, 
spoke  as  a  Quodlibetarian  out  to 
speak!"  — shouted  Dr.  Thomas  G. 
Winkleman,  the  keeper  of  the  Soda  Water 
Pavilion.  "I  have  fifteen  dollars  in  five- 
penny  bits;h  they  are  at  the  service  of  the 
Board,  and  while  1  hold  a  piece  of  coin, 
the  Patriotic  Copperplate  Bank  shall 
never  be  subjected  to  the  reproach  of  be¬ 
ing  unable  to  meet  its  obligations.  An¬ 
thony  Hardbottle,  as  a  Democrat,  1  am 
surprised  at  you." 

"I  can't  help  it,"  replied  Anthony.  "In 
my  opinion,  our  issues  are  larger  than 
our  means." 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


"How,  larger,  sir?"  demanded  Mr. 
Snuffers,  the  president  of  the  New  Light, 
with  some  asperity  of  tone:  "Haven't  we 
a  batch  of  brand  new  notes,  just  signed 
and  ready  for  deliver)'?  Redeem  the  old 
ones  with  new  ones.  Why  should  we  sus¬ 
pend?" 

The  account  went  on  to  relate  that  a 
crowd  of  rag-tag  citizens  had  assembled 
and  that  a  "run"  on  the  bank  was  immi¬ 
nent,  to  exchange  their  old  paper  money 
for  gold  and  silver.  After  appropriate  elo¬ 
quent  oratory,  the  clever  bank  directors 
turned  the  tide.  Thereafter,  everyone  was 
happy  to  redeem  their  old  bank  notes  for 
attractive  new  currency  printed  on  supe¬ 
rior  paper. 


The  6-1/4C  Piece 

And,  the  last  item  from  Cyclopaedia  of 
Wit  and  Humor: 

The  smallest  Spanish-American  silver 
coin  in  general  circulation  in  the  early 
19th  century  was  the  6-1  /4C  piece,  or  half 
a  bit  (a  bit  was  worth  12-1/2C),  officially 
called  the  medio,  informally  the  picayune. 
The  use  of  this  term  is  reflected  in  an  ex¬ 
cerpt  from  an  1843  sketch,  "Swallowing 
an  Oyster  Alive,"  by  John  S.  Robb.  In  this 
scene  (adapted),  some  oysters  are  being 
purchased  by  "Sucker,"  who  was  looking 
forward  to  a  meal  of  them: 

"Well,  sir,  down  with  two  bits,  and 
you  can  have  a  dozen." 

"Two  bits!"  exclaimed  the  Sucker, 
"now  come,  that's  sticking  it  on  right 
strong  for  oysters.  A  dozen  of  them  ain't 
nothing  for  a  chicken,  and  there's  no  get¬ 
ting  more  than  a  picayune  apiece  for  a 
chicken.  I've  only  realized  45  picayunes 
on  my  first  business  deal  in  St.  Louis.  I'll 
tell  you  what,  I'll  give  you  two  chickens 
for  a  dozen  oysters,  if  you'll  conclude  the 
deal." 

Editor's  comment:  The  medio,  which 
was  important  in  American  history,  is 
scarcely  known  today!  How  many  collec¬ 
tors  have  ever  desired  to  own  one? 

To  be  continued  (perhaps,  ifRCR  readers  like 
this  sort  of  thing). 

1  Senator  Thomas  Hart  Benton  of  Missouri  was  a 

"hard  money"  man,  disliked  paper  notes,  and  be¬ 

lieved  in  the  stability  of  silver  and,  especially,  gold 
coins. 

4  Circulation  =  face  value  of  paper  money  issued  by 
the  bank  and  currently  in  circulation. 

’  Bottle  of  whiskey  in  the  bank  s  safe 
*  Spanish-American  silver  6-1  /4c  pieces  or  medics 
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United  States  Gold  Coins 


Gold!  Perhaps  no  other  item  on  earth  has  ever 
excited  or  enticed  people  and  collectors  alike  more 
than  that  bright  yellow  ore.  Right  now,  gold  coins 
are  hot!  Market  conditions  are  equally  hot,  and 
we've  seen  more  fast-paced  action  in  gold  coins  in 
recent  times  than  at  any  other  period  in  the  past  de¬ 
cade.  Low  bullion  prices  assure  the  affordability  of 
gold  "type"  coins  — check  our  double  eagles,  for  ex¬ 
ample. 

Of  course,  a  rare  date  gold  coin  will  always  be  a 
rarity  regardless  of  bullion  value.  The  widening  de¬ 
mand  for  nice  gold  coins  is  increasing  as  we  write 
these  words.  More  and  more  buyers  of  gold  coins  are 
entering  the  marketplace,  which  creates  demand  for 
common  types  as  well  as  rare  dates. 

This  listing  contains  a  great  selection  of  gold 
from  dollars  to  double  eagles.  Each  coin  has  mea¬ 
sured  up  to  our  exacting  standards,  and  each  was 
carefully  selected  to  offer  an  unbeatable  combination 
of  excellent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the  grade,  plus  good 
value. 

Coming  attraction:  Dave  Bowers,  the  staff,  six  to 
eight  research  associates,  and  some  of  the  finest  gold 
coin  experts  in  the  United  States  as  consultants,  are 
working  on  a  multi-volume  suite  of  books,  United 
States  Gold  Coins:  A  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia  for  the 
Numismatist,  anticipated  to  be  published  in  2000  or 
2001.  A  recent  rough  draft  printout  of  the  quarter  eagle 
section  alone  was  400  pages! 

Gold  Dollars 


Our  quality  selection  of  gold  dollars  includes  ex¬ 
amples  of  each  of  the  three  design  types:  Liberty 
Head  (1849-1854);  Small  Indian  Head  (1854-1856); 
and  Large  Indian  Efead  (1856-1889).  Our  offering  in¬ 
cludes  choice  circulated  coins,  lovely  Mint  State 
delicacies,  and  enough  rare  dates  to  satisfy  all  collect¬ 
ing  interests.  Whether  you  seek  an  important  date  or 
simply  a  choice  type  coin,  you  will  do  well  to  check 
our  inventory. 

Lustrous  1851  Gold  Dollar 

1851  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Not  a  rare  date,  but 
certainly  splendid!  Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1,850 

1851  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  exhibit 
pale  olive  highlights.  A  pleasing  example  of  Type 
1  gold  dollar  coinage.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  ..  1,095 

1852  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  nicely  struck.  995 

1853  MS-63  (NGQ  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with  strong 

eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 1,295 


1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  with  the  over¬ 
all  visual  appeal  of  a  higher  grade.  Struck  from  a 
shattered  obverse  die,  with  heavy  cracks  connect¬ 


ing  many  of  the  obverse  stars . 1,295 

1854  Liberty  Head.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 259 

1855  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  orange-gold  surfaces. 

The  fields  are  lightly  reflective . 1,265 

1855  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 1,265 


Important  1855-0  Gold  $1 
Only  New  Orleans  Type  II  Gold  $1 

1855-0  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lovely  and  lustrous  example 
of  the  only  Type  II  gold  dollar  issue  from  the  New 
Orleans  Mint.  From  a  fairly  small  mintage  of  just 
55,000  pieces.  Scarce  in  AU  or  higher  grades,  and 


highly  important  as  such . 1,995 

1858  MS-62.  Brilliant . 695 


1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  near  gem 


with  pale  rose  toning . 1,295 

1874  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  brilliant . 435 

1886  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Lovely  Mint  State  1889  Gold  Dollar 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  and  highly  lustrous 
example  of  the  final  date  in  the  gold  dollar  se¬ 
ries.  Rich  rose  toning  accents  the  overall  qual¬ 
ity.  A  grand  combination  of  quality  and 


value . 1,450 

1889  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 


Quarter  Eagles 
$2.50  Gold 


Notable  1859-S  Gold  $1 
A  Low-Mintage  Rarity 


1859-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Generous  amounts  of  lustre 
grace  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  branch  mint  rar¬ 
ity.  From  a  mintage  of  just  15,000  pieces,  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  which  no  doubt  found  their  way  into 
commerce  in  San  Francisco  during  Gold  Rush 
days  of  that  city.  The  typical  grade  for  this  date  is 

just  VF  to  EF.  A  splendid  opportunity . 2,450 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces . 950 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre  on  frosty  surfaces.  The  interesting  variety  with 
a  raised  vertical  die  line  on  Miss  Liberty's  neck.  A 
near-gem  gold  dollar  with  all  the  aesthetic  appeal 


of  a  higher  grade . 1,295 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 


1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  .  915 


Gem  1874  Gold  Dollar 


1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  lovely 
olive  highlights.  An  attractive  gem  specimen  of 

the  date,  and  fairly  scarce  as  such . 2,350 

1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  strong 
lustre . 1,295 


Our  quarter  eagle  listing  begins  with  a  lovely 
(and  rare)  date  in  the  Capped  Bust  series,  plus  a  nice 
selection  of  Liberty  and  Indian  issues,  and  the 
chances  are  good  that  the  coin  you  seek  is  listed.  Our 
usual  selection  of  "types"  and  rarities  can  be  found  as 
well.  Happy  hunting! 


Important  1825  $2.50  Rarity 


1825  Breen-1.  AU  50.  The  first  Capped  Head  type 
as  inaugurated  in  1821.  Very  seldom  do  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  type  become  available.  If  you 
have  this  on  your  want  list,  we  suggest  an  im¬ 
mediate  call  as  this  should  not  remain  in  our 
inventory  for  long . 6,950 

Two  reverse  dies  are  known  for  the  1825  quarter  eagle, 
sharing  the  same  obverse.  This  is  the  only  date  of  $2.50  in  the 
1821-1834  series  with  more  than  one  reverse  die;  all  dates  in  the 
range  have  but  a  single  obverse  die. 

"Distant  Denomination"  reverse:  Characterized  bv  hav¬ 
ing  the  denomination  2-1  /2  distant  from  the  leaf  to  its  left.  This 
reverse  was  also  used  in  1821  and  1824.  Breen  (1488)  calls  this 
the  "Distant  Fraction "  variety  and  estimates  a  mintage  of  3,324, 
stating  it  is  the  variety  usuallv  seen.  This  is  the  variety  we  now 
offer  for  sale. 

"Close  Denomination"  reverse  Characterized  bv  having 
the  denomination  2-l/2cIose  to  the  leaf  to  its  let!  This  reverse 
was  also  used  in  I82h  and  1827.  Breen  (1488)  calls  this  the 
"Close  Fraction"  variety  and  estimates  a  mintage  ot  1.110, 
stating  that  possibly  eight  to  lOcirculation  strikes  are  known 
•  Mark  Borckardt  estimates  that  the  population  ot  extant 
pieces  of  this  variety  is  about  2(1  to  25 
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United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Mint  State  1847  $2.50 


1847  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong  lustre.  This 
scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  (29,814  pieces 
struck)  is  readily  available  in  VF  or  so,  but  is  a 
rarity  of  some  note  in  Mint  State.  We  don't  recall 
the  last  time  we  were  able  to  offer  an  Uncirculated 
example  of  the  date . 5,350 

Regard  ing  the  raritv  of  the  1 847  quarter  eagle  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated,  it  is  worth  noting  that  PCGS  has  certified  just  10 
examples  of  this  date  in  Mint  State,  the  highest  graded  being 
MS-63. 


1848  CAL.  Quarter  Eagle 


1848  CAL.  AU-53  (PCtlS).  Brilliant .  29,500 

1853  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1854-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1857  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 299 


1860  MS-62  Quarter  Eagle 

1860  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  scarce  early  Liberty 
Head  issue.  We  estimate  that  about  50  to  80  exist 
at  the  Mint  State  level.  The  present  coin  was  hand¬ 
picked  for  quality . 1,795 

Important  Mint  State  1860-S  $2.50 
A  Memorable  Offering 


1860-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  beautiful,  rare,  and 
quite  memorable  Mint  State  specimen  of  an  issue 
that,  when  seen,  is  usually  encountered  in  such 
grades  as  VF  and  EF.  There  were  no  quarter 
eagles  of  any  kind  recovered  from  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan,  and  we  are  not  aware  of  any  potential  or 
other  source  for  additional  specimens.  A  find  for 

the  specialist . 5,050 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 770 

Important  1881  Quarter  Eagle 
A  Low-Mintage  Rarity 


1881  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  specimen  of 
one  of  the  foremost  key  issues  among  Liberty 


Head  quarter  eagles.  Only  691  coins  were  struck! 

Seldom  offered  in  any  grade . 5,495 

In  Mint  State  the  1881  is  a  formidable  rarity  Apparently, 
no  more  than  a  handful  were  deliberately  saved  by  numisma¬ 
tists,  as  Proofs  were  readily  available.  In  his  1975  study  David 
W.  Akers  was  able  to  locate  only  one  auction  appearance  of  a 
Mint  State  coin  and  had  never  seen  one  personally!  However, 
since  1986  over  a  dozen  have  been  certified  in  Mint  State.  The 
reader  may  form  his  or  her  own  opinions,  but  it  seems  likely 
that  resubmissions  (due  to  the  value  of  this  particular  date) 
and,  possibly,  liberal  grading  have  inflated  the  figure. 

In  circulated  grades  we  estimate  that  only  about  25  to  35 
exist,  with  such  pieces  being  nearly  as  hard  to  find  as  Proofs! 
As  David  Akers  points  out,  some— possibly  most  — EF  and 
AU  coins  are  impaired  Proofs. 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  highly  lustrous.  1,095 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

Gem  Mint  State  1900  Quarter  Eagle 


1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  specimen  of  the 
final  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle  of  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury  (or  the  first  year  of  the  20th  century,  if  you 
are  not  mathematically  inclined).  Not  a  rarity, 
even  in  MS-65,  but  surely  a  first-class  showpiece 


for  a  first-class  type  set . 2,195 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1901  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 


Gem  Uncirculated  1902  $2.50 


1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warm  gold  and  rose  toning  on 
satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem  specimen 


of  the  date . 2,195 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  highly  lustrous.  1,095 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1903  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1906  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 


Gem  1908  Indian  $2.50 


1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  gold 
and  olive  highlights.  A  satiny  gem  from  the 
first  year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt's  unique  incused 
Indian  Head  design;  the  design  motifs  are 
sunken  into  the  coin  rather  than  raised  above 
the  surface,  as  in  virtually  all  other  U.S.  coin 

design  types . 3,150 

1908  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 


An  Old-Timer  Writes 

The  following  letter  came  from  Euclide 
DesRochers ,  Jr.,  M.D.: 

I  am  an  old-time  collector  who  started 
out  by  looking  for  the  elusive  1955 
Double  Die  Lincoln  cent.  I  never  found 
one,  although  in  one  of  your  books  you 
said  that  many  of  them  were  found  in 
Northampton,  Massachusetts,  which  is 
10  miles  from  where  I  live.  I  was  young 
then  and  1  was  going  blind  from  looking 
through  pennies,  so  1  joined  a  coin  club  in 
Chicopee,  Massachusetts.  This  is  where  1 
met  Francis  X.  Klaes  who  wrote  the  first 
book  on  Morgan  dollar  die  varieties.  If 
you  ever  need  an  original  edition  of  his 
work  let  me  know. 

Anyway  this  was  my  transition 
from  pennies  to  silver  dollars.  I  then 
read  up  on  silver  dollars,  and  I  spent 
most  of  my  weekends  going  to  various 
coin  shows  looking  for  the  varieties 
that  Klaes  had  described  in  his  slim 
book.  At  this  time  most  people  did  not 
care  about  varieties,  so  the  field  was 
wide  open.  As  you  know  the  1878  sil¬ 
ver  dollars  were  the  most  replete  with 
varieties,  as  LeRoy  Van  Allen  explored 
in  his  original  book.  At  that  time  I  could 
go  to  a  coin  show  and  find  Uncircu¬ 
lated  rolls  of  1878  dollars  that  contained 
1878  8  Tailfeathers  and  1878  7  over  8 
Tailfeathers.  If  you  were  willing  to 
look,  they  w'ere  there  for  the  asking. 
The  dealers  did  not  care. 

1  became  more  interested  in  coins, 
and  used  to  have  my  son  come  with  me. 
He  became  as  obsessed  as  I  w'as,  and  he 
w'as  only  10  years  old.  I  took  him  to  all 
the  old-time  auctions  at  Mayflower  Coin 
Co.  in  Boston,  Harmer-Rooke  in  New 
York,  Stack's  in  New^  York  City,  and 
other  places,  and  he  became  enthralled 
by  the  magic  that  coins  are. 

My  son  is  now'  a  coin,  card,  gun  — 
you-name  it  — dealer,  but  it  is  thanks  to 
the  enthusiasm  that  I  always  had  for  it. 

1  almost  forgot  to  mention  Mr. 
French,  w'ho  w'as  a  nice,  affable  man,  a 
dealer  in  coins  from  Upstate  New  Y ork 
He  later  moved  to  Jansen  Beach, 
Florida. 
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First  announcement! 

Your  personal  invitation  to  join  the  Bowers  and  Merena 


A  message  from  Dave 
Bowers: 

Gold  coins  are  interest¬ 
ing  and  exciting  to  own!  In 
today's  market,  the  price 
of  gold  bullion  is  much 
lower  than  it  has  been  in 
the  past,  opening  up  the 
possibility  to  buy  many  va¬ 
rieties  of  rare  gold  coins  at 
lower  prices  than  might  oth¬ 
erwise  be  possible. 


Q.  David  Bo  wers 


For  the  past  two  years  I  and  many  other  Bowers  and 
Merena  staff  members  have  been  immersed  in  the  study 
and  appreciation  of  gold  coins,  through  the  offering  at 
auction  of  the  incomparable  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  Collec¬ 
tion,  the  bringing  to  market  of  treasure  coins  from  the 
sunken  ships  5.5.  Brother  Jonathan  and  5.5.  Central 
America ,  and  the  research  and  study  attendant  to  the 
forthcoming  multi-volume  suite  of  books,  United  States 
Cold  Coins:  A  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia  for  the  Nu¬ 
mismatist  anticipated  to  be  published  in  2001  or  2002. 

The  other  day  I  paused  to  consider  that  a  set  of  the 
major  design  types  of  United  States  gold  coins  from  the 
dollar  to  the  $20  double  eagle,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Classic  Head  series  in  1834  to  the  end  of  gold 
production  in  1933,  was  affordable  for  just  about  every 
serious  collector.  To  be  sure,  there  are  many  great 
rarities  in  the  series,  but  the  acquisition  of  a  single 
representative  specimen  of  each  design  type  allows 
less  rare  dates  and  mints  to  be  acquired. 

I  also  considered  that  the  popular  Certified  Coin 
Estate  albums,  which  we  offer  for  sale  and  which  our 
customers  really  enjoy,  provide  the  ideal  way  to  show¬ 
case  and  display  a  gold  type  set. 

The  result  is  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Gold  Type  Set 
Club— a  magnificent  numismatic  treasure  illustrating  a 
century  of  coin  designs.  We  will  select  coins  of  quality 
for  you.  Coin  by  coin  your  collection  will  grow. 


As  your  collection  expands,  you  will  work  toward 

owning  21  different  classic  American  gold  coins— each 

of  a  different  design,  each  a  part  of  history.  4|( 

You'll  really  enjoy  it! 

—Dave  Bowers 

Advantages  for  You 

Here  are  the  advantages: 

1.  Each  month  or  other  interval  of  your  choice,  a 
selection  will  be  sent  to  you,  automatically  charged 
to  your  credit  card  or,  if  credit  is  established,  on 
open  account. 

2.  Each  coin  will  be  carefully  selected  by  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  experts  to  be  a  very  nice  specimen 
of  its  type  and  grade. 

3.  Each  coin  will  be  invoiced  at  a  discount  from  our 
regular  price,  typically  4%.  As  our  regular  prices  on 
their  own  are  very  appealing  to  advanced,  well- 
informed  numismatists,  this  gives  you  a  special  edge 
as  a  club  member. 

4.  As  collections  and  coins  are  acquired,  we  will  give 
you  an  advance  opportunity  for  the  coins  you  need. 

5.  Each  coin  is  certified  by  PCGS.  Each  coin  is  guaran¬ 
teed  authentic. 

6.  Each  coin  comes  with  a  7-day  money  back  guaran¬ 
tee  of  satisfaction.  You  must  be  pleased  with  the 
selection  made,  the  grade,  the  price,  and  the  coin's 
appearance.  We  guarantee  it! 

7.  As  a  Club  Member  you  are  entitled  to  a  20% 
discount  on  any  books  or  supplies  you  need— no 
minimum  purchase  required— you  can  order  just 
one  book  and  get  the  discount!  Moreover,  you  are 
entitled  to  a  30%  discount  on  the  Certified  Coin 
Estate  albums  and  binder  if  you  elect  to  store  and 
display  your  coins  this  beautiful  way. 

8.  You  select  the  amount  you  want  to  pay  per  month, 
$500  up,  and  the  grade  categories  you  prefer. 


9.  If  you  already  have  one  or  more  gold  coins,  let  us 
know,  and  we  will  exclude  these  from  your  want 
list.  Similarly,  if  you  buy  any  of  the  needed  pieces 
elsewhere,  let  us  know  (although  we  like  to  think  it 
would  be  difficult  to  match  our  combination  of 
quality  plus  value). 

10.  You  are  under  no  obligation  to  continue  your 
membership.  It  may  be  discontinued  at  any  time, 
without  further  obligation,  simply  by  paying  any 
balance  due  or  returning  any  coin  not  paid  for.  In 
this  way  we  have  a  "command  performance"  to 
please  you  at  all  times!  (Actually,  here  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  we  would  do  this  anyway!) 

Grade  Categories: 

Dave  Bowers  has  selected  grade  categories  for  each 
type,  based  upon  a  combination  of  high  grade  and 
current  price,  to  yield  a  "nice  coin  for  the  money"  in 
each  category.  For  example,  among  Classic  Head  gold 
coins  the  grades  of  VF  and  EF  are  given,  but  for  Saint- 
Gaudens  double  eagles,  grades  begin  at  higher  levels, 
as  higher  levels  are  not  much  more  expensive. 

Unless  specifically  requested  otherwise,  we  will  fur¬ 
nish  coins  certified  by  PCGS. 


Display  and  Enjoy  Your  Coins: 

We  recommend  the  Certified  Coin  Estate  album  for 
display  and  enjoyment  of  your  coins.  The  deluxe  hard¬ 
cover  album  and  three  green  trays,  each  capable  of 
holding  nine  PCGS  certified  coins,  for  a  total  of  27  coins, 
list  for  $  1 44;  but  as  a  member  you  can  take  over  a  30% 
discount  from  this  price— and  pay  only  $99!  This  item  is 
our  Stock  No.  CCE-001 .  This  suite  of  trays  and  albums  has 
six  extra  spaces  for  other  coins  of  your  choice,  etc.  These 
handy  trays  make  it  possible  for  you  to  easily  take  each 
coin  out  for  study,  enjoyment,  and  appreciation. 

To  join  our  Gold  Type  Set  Club: 

Call  Gail  Watson,  Janet  Lavertue,  or  Debbie  McDonald 
today.  Let  us  know  the  amount  you  would  like  to  spend 
each  month  (minimum:  $500),  and  the  grade  category 
you  would  like,  Category  A,  Category  B,  or  custom.  As 
your  collection  grows,  you  can  change  your  grade 
categories  or  add  coins  from  other  purchases,  etc.,  but 
your  preferences  will  furnish  a  beginning. 

We  will  keep  track  of  what  you  have  as  your  collection 
grows,  and  what  you  need.  Each  design  has  its  own  Set 
Number  and  grade  category,  for  easy  reference. 

Get  set  to  receive  your  first  shipment! 


Bowers  and  Merena  Gold  Type  Set 

1834-1933  Designs 

♦ 

2  7  Different  Classic  American  Gold  Coins 


Gold  Dollars  (minted  from  1849  to  1889) 


1849-1854  Liberty  Head  Type  I 
(No.  1  in  Gold  Collection) 


1854-1856  Indian  Princess  Type  II 
(No.  2  in  Gold  Collection) 


1856-1889  Indian  Princess  Type  III 
(No.  3  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch  Designed  by  lames  B.  Longacre.  First 
released  into  circulation  in  May  1849.  Coronet  Head  obverse  (a 
miniature  version  of  the  double  eagle  by  Longacre),  wreath,  date,  and 
denomination  reverse 

Grade  Category  A:  EF  and  AU 

Grade  Category  B  MS60  to  MS-62 

Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


Historical/numismatic  sketch  To  make  the  gold  dollar  easier  to  handle 
the  diameter  was  increased.  The  obverse  was  redesigned  to  the  Indian 
Princess  motif  with  Miss  Liberty  wearing  a  headdress  of  feather  plumes 
It  was  soon  found  that  this  design  would  not  strike  up  properly,  because 
the  high  parts  of  the  portrait  were  opposite  the  two  central  date  figures 
(85)  in  the  dies.  Thus,  this  motif  was  short  lived.  Today  the  Type  II  is  the 
key  issue  of  the  three  designs 
Grade  Category  A:  VF  to  AU 
Grade  Category  B:  MS-60  to  MS-62 
Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


Historical/numismatic  sketch  In  1 856  the  gold  dollar  was  redesigned,  the 
relief  lowered,  and  some  other  changes  made  to  the  obverse  with  the 
portrait  being  made  larger  and  shallower  This  motif  was  continued  through 
the  end  of  the  series  in  1 889 
Grade  Category  A  AU  or  MS-60 
Grade  Category  B  MS62  or  MS-63 
Grade  Category  C:  Custom,  you  pick  the  grade 


Gold  $2.50  Quarter  Eagles  (minted  from  1 834  to  1 929) 


1834-1839  Classic  Head 
(No.  4  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical,  numismatic  sketch  The  Classic  Head  obverse,  by  Chief 
Engraver  William  Kneass  Iwho  came  to  the  Mint  in  1 824),  was  modeled 
after  John  Reich's  Classic  Head  employed  on  the  half  cent  of  1 809  and 
the  cent  of  1 808.  In  the  gold  series  the  motif  was  used  only  for  a  few 
vears,  and  only  on  the  $2.50  and  $5  denominations. 

Grade  Category  A:  VF  to  AU 

Grade  Category  B:  MS-60  to  MS-62 

Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


Gold  $3  (minted  from  1854  to  1889) 


1854-1889  Indian  Princess  Head 
(No.  7  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch :  First  issued  in  1854,  the  $3  denomi¬ 
nation  was  continued  in  production  to  1889.  Quantities  produced 
were  relatively  small  each  year,  and  for  some  years  exceedingly  so. 
Today,  all  $3  coins  are  scarce.  The  design  by  James  B.  Longacre  is 
similar  to  that  found  on  the  Type  111  gold  $1. 

Grade  Category  A:  EF  or  AU 

Grade  Category  B:  MS-60  to  MS-62 

Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


1866-1908  Coronet  Head,  With  Motto 
(No.  10  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical,  numismatic  sketch  In  1866  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST  was  added  to  the  reverse  of  the  higher  denomination  gold  coins 
($5,  $10,  and  $20),  creating  a  new  type. 

Grade  Category  A:  MS4>0 

Grade  Category  B:  MS-62  or  MS63 

Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


1840-1907  Coronet  Head 
(No.  5  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch:  Created  by  Chief  Engraver  Christian 
Gobrecht,  the  Liberty  Head  or  Coronet  Head  motif  was  first  employed  on  the 
$  1 0  gold  eagle  of  1838,  then  the  $5  of  1 839  and,  finally,  on  the  $2.50  of  1 840. 
This  design  was  used  without  major  change  until  decades  later  in  1 907,  the 
longest  continuous  span  of  any  single  design  in  American  coinage.  In  general, 
early  dates  are  rare  in  high  grades,  while  dates  from  the  late  1890s  through 
1907  are  readily  available. 

Grade  Category  A:  MS-60 

Grade  Category  B:  MS-62  or  MS-63 

Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


Gold  $5  Half  Eagles  (minted  from  1834  to  1929) 


1834-1838  Classic  Head 
(No.  8  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch:  The  Classic  Head  obverse,  by  Chief  En¬ 
graver  William  Kneass  was  modeled  after  John  Reich's  Classic  Head  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  half  cent  of  1 809  and  the  cent  of  1 808.  In  the  gold  series  the 
motif  was  used  only  for  a  few  years,  and  only  on  the  $2.50  and  $5 
denominations. 

Grade  Category  A:  VF  to  AU 

Grade  Category  B:  MS-60  to  MS-62 

Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


1908-1929  Indian  Head 
(No.  11  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch:  In  1 908,  continuing  intermittently  to  1 929, 
the  Indian  Head  motif  by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt  was  used  on  the  $2.50  and  $5.  The 
lettering  and  motifs  are  incuse  or  recessed  in  the  surface,  with  the  field  being 
the  highest  part  (instead  of  the  lowest,  as  normally).  In  general,  the  $5  pieces 
are  scarcer  than  the  $2.50  coins  of  the  same  design. 

Grade  Category  A:  MS-60 
Grade  Category  B;  MS-62  or  MS-63 


1908-1929  Indian  Head 
(No.  6  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch:  In  1 908,  continuing  intermittently  to 
1 929,  the  Indian  Head  motif  by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt  was  used  on  the  $2.50 
and  $5.  The  lettering  and  motifs  are  incuse  or  recessed  in  the  surface, 
with  the  field  being  the  highest  part  (instead  of  the  lowest,  as 
normally).  Pratt  studied  under  noted  artist  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens, 
and  after  Saint-Gaudens  died  (August  3,  1907),  Pratt  was  asked  to 
make  designs  for  the  $2.50  and  $5,  thus  completing  the  re-do  of 
American  coinage  motifs. 

Grade  Category  A:  MS-60 

Grade  Category  B:  MS-62  or  MS-63 

Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


1839-1866  Coronet  Head,  No  Motto 
(No.  9  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch:  The  Coronet  Head  by  Chief  Engraver 
Christian  Gobrecht  made  its  debut  in  the  $5  series  in  1 839.  From  then 
to  1 866,  the  motif  was  continued,  until  in  the  latter  year  the  motto  was 
added  to  the  reverse  to  create  a  new  type  (see  following). 

Grade  Category  A:  EF  or  AU 

Grade  Category  B:  MS-60  to  MS-62 

Grade  Category  C;  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


Gold  $10  Eagles  (minted  from  1838  to  1933) 


1838-1866  Coronet  Head,  No  Motto 
(No.  12  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch:  In  1838  the  $10  denomination  was 
produced  for  the  first  time  since  1 804.  The  design,  by  Chief  Engraver 
Christian  Gobrecht,  featured  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  wearing  a 
coronet  or  tiara  (this  motif  was  subsequently  used  on  the  $2.50  in  1 840 
and  the  $5  in  1839).  In  1866  the  reverse  was  revised  by  adding  the 
motto  (see  following  type). 

Grade  Category  A:  VF  to  AU 

Grade  Category  B:  MS-60  to  MS-62 

Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


1866-1907  Coronet  Head,  With  Motto 
(No.  13  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch  In  1866  the  motto  IN  COD  WE  TRUST 
was  added  to  the  reverse  of  the  higher  denomination  gold  coins  ($5,  $10, 
and  $20),  creating  a  new  type. 

Grade  Category  A:  MS-60 

Grade  Category  B:  MS-62  or  MS-63 

Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


1907-1908  Indian  Head,  No  Motto 
(No.  14  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch:The  beautiful  Indian  Head  motif  by  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens  was  first  made  in  1 907.  The  obverse  features  Miss  Liberty  in 
an  Indian  headdress,  possibly  modeled  by  the  mistress  of  the  artist,  Davida 
Clark.  The  reverse  shows  a  standing  eagle.  Today,  numismatists  consider  this 
to  be  one  of  America's  most  beautiful  designs. 

Grade  Category  A:  MS-60 

Grade  Category  B:  MS-62  or  MS-63 

Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


1908-1933  Indian  Head,  With  Motto 
(No.  15  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch  Part  wav  through  1 908  the  motto  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST  was  added  to  the  reverse,  creating  a  new  type 
Grade  Category'  A:  MS-60 
Grade  Category  B:  MS-62  or  MS-63 
Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


1877-1907 Coronet  Head,  With  MottoType  III 
(with  reverse  TWENTY  DOLLARS) 

(No.  18  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch:  The  large  and  impressive  $20  double 
eagle  was  first  made  for  circulation  in  1 850,  as  a  convenient  way  to  convert 
California  Gold  Rush  metal  to  coin  form.  The  denomination  proved  to  be 
very  popular  in  commerce  and  was  continued  for  years  thereafter.  Each 
coin  contains  about  an  ounce  of  gold.  The  1 850  design  by  Chief  Engraver 
lames  B.  Longacre  features  Miss  Liberty  wearing  a  coronet  and  is  the  same 
motif  as  used  on  the  1 849  gold  dollar. 

Grade  Category  A;  EF  or  AU 

Grade  Category  B:  MS-60  to  MS-62 

Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


Historical/numismatic  sketch:  In  1 866  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was 
added  to  the  reverse  of  the  higher  denomination  gold  coins  ($5,  $10,  and 
$20),  creating  a  new  type. 

Grade  Category  A:  EF  or  AU 

Grade  Category  B:  MS-60  to  MS-62 

Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


Historical/numismatic  sketch:  In  1 877,  the  reverse  of  the  double  eagle 
was  again  modified,  this  time  to  change  the  denomination  from  TWENTY 
D.  to  TWENTY  DOLLARS,  creating  a  new  type. 

Grade  Category  A:  MS-60 

Grade  Category  B:  MS-62  or  MS-63 

Grade  Category  C:  Custom;  you  pick  the  grade 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief 
(No.  19  in  Gold  Collection) 


1907-1908  Saint-Gaudens,  No  Motto 
(No.  20  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch  When  the  Mint  was  striking  MCMVII  High 
Relief  $20  pieces,  three  strikes  of  the  coining  press  were  needed  to  bring  the 
design  up  properly  After  11,250  were  made,  Chief  Engraver  Charles  E 
Barber  revised  Saint-Gaudens'  design  in  December  1 907,  low  ering  the  rebel 
and  changing  the  date  to  "Arabic"  numerals,  1 907  This  motif  was  continued 
through  part  of  1908 
Grade  Category  A:  MS-60 
Grade  Category  B:  MS-62  or  MS-63 
Grade  Category  C;  Custom,  you  pick  the  grade 


1850-1866  Coronet  Head,  No  Motto  Type  I 
(No.  16  in  Gold  Collection) 


1866-1 876 Coronet  Head,  With  MottoType  II 
(with  reverse  TWENTY  D.) 

(No.  17  in  Gold  Collection) 


Historical/numismatic  sketch  In  1905,  President  Theodore  Roosevelt 
contacted  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  America's  most  acclaimed  sculptor, 
and  commissioned  him  to  redesign  the  national  coinage.  This  he  did  with 
great  advantage  for  the  $10  (Indian  Head)  and  $20  (Victory,  or  simply 
called  Saint-Gaudens  design;  but  he  died  before  completing  any  other 
denominations  The  first  circulating  double  eagle  of  1907  depicted  Miss 
Liberty  striding  forward  with  a  resplendent  sun  at  the  horizon  The  motif 
was  in  high  relief,  and  the  dale  was  expressed  in  Roman  numerals 
Examples  are  scarce  in  all  grades 
firade  Category  A:  EF  or  AU 
F/rade  Category  B  MS-60  to  MS-62 
Grade  Category  C  Custom,  you  pick  the  grade 


1908-1933  Saint-Gaudens,  With  Motto 
(No.  21  in  Gold  Collection) 


Histoncal/numismatic  sketch  Part  way  through  1908  the  motto  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST  was  added  to  the  reverse  ot  the  double  eagle  creating 
a  new  type 

Grade  Category  A  MS-60 

Grade  C  alegory  B:  MS-62  or  MS-63 

Grade  Category  C;  Custom,  you  pick  the  grade 


Gold  $20  Double  Eagles  (minted  from  1 850  to  1 933) 


United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


High-Grade  1909  Quarter  Eagle 


1909  MS-66  (NGC).  Seldom  seen  in  such  a  high  grade. 
Most  specimens  of  the  1909  are  lightly  worn. 
When  a  Mint  State  piece  is  found  it  is  apt  to  be 
MS-60  to  MS-63,  almost  never  MS-66!  Brilliant 


and  lustrous . 6,950 

1910  MS-62  (ICG).  Brilliant . 345 

1910  AU-55.(PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1991  MS-60.  Brilliant . 295 

1911  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1912  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1912  AU-58  (PCGS) . 235 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1913  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 219 

1914  MS-62.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


Gem  Mint  State  1925-D  $2.50 


1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre  and  a  hint  of  rose  iridescence  that  adds  consid¬ 
erably  to  the  overall  beauty  of  the  coin.  The  final 
branch  mint  issue  of  the  denomination  (1796- 


1929) .  2,950 

1925-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 699 


MS-65  1926  Quarter  Eagle 
1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,495 

It  is  not  widely  known,  but  is  quite  true,  that  quarter 
eagles  were  not  readily  obtainable  for  face  value  in  the  1920s. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1927  $2.50 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  lively  olive 
lustre  on  both  sides.  Sharp  and  attractive,  and 
certainly  worthy  of  the  gem  designation.  ..  2,950 


1927  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 925 

1927  AU-58.  Brilliant . 219 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 


1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Mostly 
brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  lilac  on  the  re- 

CALL  TOLL-FREE 
800-222-5993 


verse . 699 

It  is  not  widely  known,  but  is  true,  that  in  the  late  1920s 
quarter  eagles  did  not  circulate  at  face  value.  They  were 
obtainable  now  and  then  from  banks,  but  often  through  a 
friend  who  was  a  teller  or  cashier.  Reflective  of  the  scarcity  of 
quarter  eagles— although  they  were  still  being  minted  — in 
1933  when  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  called  in  gold 
coins,  quarter  eagles  were  exempted,  as  they  were  all  consid¬ 


ered  to  have  numismatic  value. 

1928  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 389 


Three-Dollar  Gold 


As  a  denomination,  all  $3  gold  coins  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  scarce  or  rare,  with  some  dates,  of  course, 
being  much  more  rare  than  others. 

If  you  have  studied  rare  coin  activity  in  the  past, 
you  have  come  to  realize  that,  while  many  dates  are 
considered  rare  by  most  accounts,  a  serious  collection 
of  $3  gold  coins  is  not  out  of  the  reach  of  today's  col¬ 
lector.  Perhaps  90%  of  the  dates  and  mintmarks  from 
1854  to  1889  can  be  collected,  in  many  instances  for 
less  than  $1,000  per  coin  in  grades  from  VF  to  AU.  If 
this  piques  your  fancy,  Gail  Watson,  Janet  Lavertue, 
and  Debbie  McDonald  would  be  happy  to  set  you  up 
on  our  Want  List  Program  and  let  you  know  when 
needed  dates  and  mintmarks  come  to  hand.  Feel  free 
to  call  Gail  to  discuss  your  collecting  strategy.  Re¬ 
member,  there  is  no  obligation  on  your  part  to 
participate  in  our  Want  List  program,  just  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  that  certain  date  for  your  set. 

The  current  listing  is  admittedly  brief,  as  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  denomination  sell  very  quickly.  We  are 
constantly  on  the  hunt  for  further  nice  examples  for 
our  customers,  coins  that  are  seldom  located. 


Uncirculated  1854  $3 


1854  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  honey 
gold  lustre.  From  the  first  year  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  and  the  only  year  with  the  word  DOLLARS 

in  small  letters . 3,250 

The  issues  of  1 855-1889  are  from  a  reverse  hub  that  differs 
slightly  from  that  used  in  1854.  Chief  among  the  differences  is 
the  size  of  the  word  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse.  The  1 854-dated 
pieces  all  have  that  word  in  small  letters,  while  the  later  dates, 
1855-1889,  all  display  DOLLARS  in  a  noticeably  larger  size. 

1854  AU-53  (PCGS).’  Brilliant . 995 


Uncirculated  1855  $3  Gold 


1855  MS-60  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces  exhibit  warm 


honey  gold  toning  and  strong  lustre.  A  nice  coin 


for  the  grade,  and  a  good  value  overall . 2,195 

Lustrous  1874  $3  Gold 

1874  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,895 


Choice  Mint  State  1878  $3  Gold 


1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  most  popular  date 
of  its  era,  the  1878  $3  in  this  grade  is  an  ideal 


choice  for  a  high  quality  type  set . 4,295 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  coin  with 
very  nice  eye  appeal . 1,250 


$5  Gold  Half  Eagles 

As  with  our  other  gold  offerings,  the  following 
listing  of  half  eagles  contains  plenty  of  exciting  and 
enticing  dates  in  all  grades  and  types,  from  circulated 
to  Mint  State,  and  from  early  to  late  design  types. 
Sprinkled  throughout  are  many  new  purchases.  We 
are  certain  you  will  find  a  piece  or  two  to  your  liking, 
so  please  call  Gail,  Janet,  or  Debbie  quickly  to  avoid 
disappointment. 

Underrated  1840  $5 

1840  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  warm  orange-gold 
highlights.  From  the  second  year  of  the  design 
type.  Early  Coronet  gold  is  experiencing  a  resur¬ 
gence  in  popularity.  We  are  delighted  to  offer  this 


example  for  your  consideration . 1,495 

1840  EF-45  (NGC) . 595 


Mint  State  1848  Rarity 

1848  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  In  full  Mint  State  the 
1848  half  eagle  is  a  rarity.  Only  infrequently  do  we 
have  one  in  stock.  Buy  this  lovely,  lustrous,  and 
rare  coin  for  only . 1,950 


Choice  Uncirculated  1853  $5 


1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  satiny  orange-gold  specimen 
with  strong  lustre  on  both  sides.  Struck  from  a 
shattered  obverse  die,  with  a  network  of  cracks 
connecting  the  date  and  the  stars  on  the  left  of 
the  coin,  a  feature  that  lends  considerable  inter¬ 


est . 12,500 

Lovely  1868-S  Half  Eagle 

1868-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,750 

1873  Open  3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  525 
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1873  Open  3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 


Important  1873-S  Half  Eagle 
A  Condition  Rarity  Coin 


1873-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Deep  orange-gold  toning  and 
strong  lustre  make  for  a  visually  appealing  treat. 
Factor  in  the  rarity  of  the  date  (just  31,000  pieces 
were  struck)  in  grades  above  EF,  and  "winner" 
comes  instantly  to  mind  where  this  specimen  is 


concerned.  A  great  opportunity . 4,695 

1879  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 410 


Choice  Uncirculated  1880  $5 


1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  prooflike  half  eagle  of 
near-gem  quality.  The  frosty  devices  and  mirror 
fields  exhibit  a  dusting  of  pale  rose  and  orange 


toning.  Appealing  in  all  respects . 2,595 

1881/0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Interesting  overdate . 995 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 1,095 

1881  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1882  AU-58.  Brilliant . 235 

1882-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1884- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1885- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750 

1885-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 245 

1887-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 245 

1890-CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1892-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1893  MS-60.  Brilliant . . . 245 

1893  AU-50.  Brilliant . . . 219 

1894  MS-60.  Brilliant . 255 

1894-S  AU-53  (PCGS.  Brilliant . 695 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1897  MS-60.  Brilliant . 245 

1897-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1898  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


Gem  Mint  State  1899  Half  Eagle 


1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satinv  and  brilliant  gem  of  the 
highest  order  (within  the  grade  limitations,  of 


course).  A  warm  olive  glow  enhances  the  overall 
quality.  This  is  what  the  MS-65  grade  designation 


is  all  about! . 6,500 

1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . l ,095 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1901/0-S  Overdate.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1901- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 735 

1902- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1902-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 245 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant . 650 

1904  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1905  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1905-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 559 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS). Brilliant . 825 


Choice  Uncirculated  1906-D  $5 
1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  even  lustre  on 
satiny  honey  gold  surfaces.  First  year  of  the  Den¬ 
ver  Mint . 1,595 

1906- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 735 

1907- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces.735 

1908  Liberty.  AU-58.  Brilliant.  Interesting  and  impor¬ 
tant  as  the  only  1908-dated  Liberty  or  Coronet 
Head  gold  coin  of  any  denomination . 225 

Exceptional  Mint  State  1908  Indian  $5 


1908  Indian.  MS-64  (NGC).  First  year  of  issue  of  the 
Indian  Head  design  by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt.  A  satiny, 
beautiful  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please! ...  3,495 


1909-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,250 

1911-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

Choice  Mint  State  1914  $5 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Quite  rare 
so  fine . 1,695 


The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  expe¬ 
rience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily  available 
in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance  by  the  1908 
Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen 

Choice  Uncirculated  1914-D  $5 


1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  2,895 

1914-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1914-S  AU-58  (NGC)  Brilliant  .  695 


Lovely  1915  Half  Eagle 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,495 


$10  Gold  Eagles 


Our  selection  of  eagles  includes  manv  Liberty  or 
Coronet  eagles,  as  well  as  many  nice  Indian  eagles. 
As  always,  we  have  combed  bourse  floors  across 
America  in  an  effort  to  find  quality  gold  coins  that 
represent  a  great  value  to  today's  collectors.  Order 
with  confidence  from  this  listing,  as  your  satisfaction 
is  always  guaranteed  at  Bowers  and  Merena. 


1849  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1849  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1850  Small  Date.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  w  ith  a  fair 

amount  of  lustre  remaining . 1,395 


The  date  numerals  on  this  rare  variety  were  punched 
with  the  devices  intended  for  half  eagles  of  the  same  date 


1855  AU-55  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1860  EF-40  (PCGS) . 815 

1877-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1879- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1880- 0  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1881  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1882  AU-58  (PCGS) . 310 


1883-CC  VF-35  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  Bass  collec¬ 


tion,  a  nice  connection. 


695 


Choice  Uncirculated  1887-S  $10 


1887- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  satiny  with  a 

hint  of  rose  iridescence  on  both  sides . 2,995 

1888- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 395 

Choice  Mint  State  1892  Eagle 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Intensely  lustrous  and  moderately 

prooflike  with  attractive  cameo  contrast . 1,625 

1892-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 950 

1893  MS-60  (PCGS) . 329 

1894  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 825 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS)  Lovely  satinv  surfaces  925 

1898  MS-61  (PCGS) . 329 

1900  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1900- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  satinv  surfaces  exhibit 

attractive  olive  iridescence . 1,195 

1901- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 


Choice  Uncirculated  1902-S  Eagle 

1902- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  1,795 

1903- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  $75 

1905- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

1906- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  415 

1906-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1907  Liberty.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  365 

1907  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCC iS).  Brilliant  \  el 

low  gold  lustre.  A  popular  design  type.  2.1 5(1 
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Lovely  and  Choice  With  Motto  1908  $10 
1908  Indian.  With  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 


and  attractive . 1,525 

1909- D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1910- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 665 

1911  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

Lustrous  1914-D  Eagle 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beau¬ 
tiful . 1,650 


Gorgeous  1926  Eagle 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  intense  cartwheel 
lustre.  A  satiny  Indian  eagle  with  the  overall  ap¬ 


peal  of  a  higher  grade . 1,595 

Lovely  1932  Eagle 

1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 


$20  Gold  Double  Eagles 

A  beautiful  selection  of  gold  double  eagles  is  of¬ 
fered  for  your  collecting  satisfaction. 

The  recent  public  fascination  with  $20  gold  pieces 
continues  unabated.  In  light  of  recent  low  prices  for 
gold  bullion,  these  large  gold  coins  have  been  “selling 
like  hotcakes"  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 
Scores  of  people  are  assembling  date  runs  or  se¬ 
quences  of  these  popular  gold  coins.  Many  of  our 
customers  select  MS-60  to  MS-64  pieces,  finding  coins 
in  that  range  to  be  the  ideal  combination  of  quality 


and  value  received. 

1869-S  AU-50  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,085 

1877  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750 

1878  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1878- S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 795 

1879  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .  1,150 

1879  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 795 

1879- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1881-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 


Lovely  1883-S  MS-63  Double  Eagle 


1 883-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lovely.  Over  the  years  we 
have  handled  very  few  equivalent  pieces.  A  find 

for  the  specialist . 4,950 

1885-S  AU-58.(PCGS).  Lustrous . 635 

1889-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1 892-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  prooflike 

fields,  particularly  on  the  reverse  (which  is  con¬ 
siderably  finer  than  the  assigned  grade) . 695 


1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 


MS-63  1897-S  Double  Eagle 


1897- S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,695 

1898-  S  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1898- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  "flashy"  piece . 735 

1898-S  MS-61  (ICG).  Brilliant . 715 

1900  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1904  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1904-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1906- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 


Famous  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  MS-60  (NGC).  A  lovely 
specimen  of  this  famous  rarity,  an  American  clas¬ 
sic  from  the  day  it  was  minted . 8,895 


AU-58  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  won¬ 
derful  example  of  this  beautiful  issue . 8,395 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1908- D  No  Motto.  AU-55 .  529 

1909- D  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1910- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1911  AU-55  (PCGS) . 719 

1911- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  As  these  words  are 

being  written,  we  are  distributing  a  small  cache  of 
1914-S  double  eagles,  but  they  won't  last  long! 

Order  one  for . 795 

1914-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 645 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  have  over  a 
dozen  specimens  on  hand  right  now,  but  they  are 
bound  to  sell  quickly!  Order  one,  check  the  qual¬ 
ity,  and  you'll  come  back  for  more! . 645 

1914- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1915  AU-58.  Brilliant . 595 

1915- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lucky  us!  Lucky  you! 


We  bought  a  small  hoard  of  these  beautiful  coins. 

While  they  last,  buy  one  for . 795 

1915-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 645 

1915-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Going  fast!  While 
they  last,  order  one  for . 645 


Famous  and  Rare  1921  $20 


1921  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  splendid 
specimen  that  offers  high  rarity  and  a  great 
amount  of  eye  appeal.  The  1921  is  a  landmark 
among  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles.  Usually, 
this  is  one  of  the  last  pieces  to  be  acquired  in  a  set, 
simply  because  even  the  most  well-moneyed  buy¬ 
ers  hold  out  the  hope  that  they  will  find  a  gem, 
then  settle  on  an  AU  or  whatever  else  can  be 
found.  The  total  population  of  this  date  is  very 
low,  perhaps  under  100  pieces.  Even  this  estimate 
may  be  high.  In  1982,  David  W.  Akers  suggested 
40  to  50  pieces.  Certification  data  are  not  particu¬ 
larly  useful  due  to  resubmissions .  43,500 

For  the  record:  This  specimen,  certified  by  NGC  (550886- 
001),  has  a  die  break  on  the  reverse  at  the  left,  beginning  below 
the  eagle's  beak,  extending  upward  through  the  beak,  into  UN 
(UNITED).  Another  crack  extends  through  the  top  of  TW 
(TWENTY)  and  left  side  of  E  upward  to  the  right  through 
STAT  (STATES). 

When  seen  (which  is  not  often),  the  1921  is  found  to  be  of 
average  striking  sharpness,  a  characteristic  of  all  known  au¬ 
thentic  specimens.  Not  enough  high-grade  specimens  exist  to 
determine  much  about  lustre  or  frost,  except  that  the  finish  of 
some  is  more  satiny,  (with  somewhat  of  a  "brushed"  appear¬ 
ance,)  than  deeply  frosty.  The  present  coin  is  more  at  the  frosty 
end  of  the  spectrum. 

A  specimen  in  our  King  of  Siam  Sale  (October  1987,  Lot 
2186),  was  described  thus:  "Under  magnification  some  inter¬ 
esting  die  breaks  can  be  seen,  including  one  running  through 
top  of  LIBERTY  and  another  at  the  bottom  of  the  reverse, 
extending  up  toward  the  left  through  I  of  IN.  Fields  are  deeply 
frosty  and  lustrous,  a  satiny  appearance  that  is  deeply  frosty 
and  reminiscent  of  a  Matte  Proof." 

The  Polis  Collection  specimen  (sold  by  us  June  1991,  Lot 
1568),  called  AU-55,  was  further  described:  "A  circular  ob¬ 
verse  die  crack  begins  above  the  date  and  runs  in  a  clockwise 
motion  to  the  Capitol  building  dome.  A  second  die  crack 
begins  at  the  third  obverse  star  to  the  left  of  Liberty,  and  runs 
from  there  through  the  Capitol  building  and  several  obverse 
stars  until  it  reaches  the  rim  at  9:00.  A  third  die  crack  begins 
above  the  B  in  LIBERTY  and  extends  through  the  ERTY  and 
into  Liberty's  olive  branch." 

The  method  of  distribution  of  the  1921  double  eagle  is 
somewhat  of  a  puzzlement.  If  several  hundred  thousand  had 
been  shipped  to  Europe  in  the  1920s,  surely  mam  would  have 
surfaced  on  the  market  bv  now  Perhaps  most  were  shipped  to 
banks  stateside  and  were  paid  out,  thus  accounting  tor  wear  on 
most  known  specimens.  In  W33-1934,  when  double  eagles  and 
other  high-denomination  gold  coins  were  called  in  bv  Uncle 
Sam,  any  specimens  in  bank  reserves  would  have  been  re¬ 
deemed  and  melted.  Even  so,  this  would  not  explain  their  raritv 
Most  likely,  most  of  the  mintage  was  held  In  the  treason 
never  paid  out,  and  went  to  the  melting  pot  after  l ATI 
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Build  your  own  private  treasure  of  authentic  American  gold  coins! 

Join  our  Saint-Gaudens 


Everyone  loves  gold  coins,  and  for  good  reason;  they 
are  at  once  beautiful,  impressive,  and  valuable.  And, 
gold  has  guided  the  financial  course  of  civilization  for 
many  centuries. 

The  good  news  is  that  within  the  American  series, 
beautiful  $20  pieces  designed  by  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens,  and  minted  from  1907  through  1933,  in¬ 
clude  many  very  affordable  coins.  In  fact,  as  the  list  at 
the  bottom  of  this  page  indicates,  there  are  32  differ¬ 
ent  varieties  that  can  be  purchased  for  less  than 
$1,000  in  Mint  State,  some  for  much  less  (tentative 
listing  based  upon  today's  market  valuations). 

We  invite  you  to  build  a  collection  of  affordable  dates 
and  mintmarks.  Each  coin  is  a  beautiful,  lustrous  Mint 
State  example  certified  by  PCGS  or  NGC.  What  a 
gorgeous,  impressive  collection  this  will  make! 

Here  is  all  you  do: 

Decide  how  much  you'd  like  to  spend  each  month 
on  your  collection.  For  just  $500  (the  minimum  we 
recommend),  we  can  complete  your  collection  with 
pieces  ranging  in  grade  from  MS-60  to  MS-63  (higher 
grades  available  upon  request).  Month  by  month, 
your  golden  collection  will  grow  before  your  eyes! 
There  is  no  obligation  to  continue,  and  you  can  end 
your  participation  at  any  time,  simply  by  letting  us 
know  and  paying  any  balance  due.  Each  coin  comes 


with  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction 
(seven  days  for  certified  coins).  And  each  coin  comes 
to  you  with  a  special  4%  member's  discount. 

Call  Gail  Watson,  Janet  Lavertue,  or  Debbie 
McDonald,  credit  card  in  hand,  send  us  a  fax  with  your 
credit  card  information,  or  mail  us  a  note  with  your 
personal  check.  We'll  take  it  from  there. 

Special  Introductory  Price  on  Your  First  Order 

Order  one,  two,  or  more  MS-63  double  eagles  (dates 
of  our  choice)  at  our  special  introductory  price  of  just 
$665  (list  price  $695  or  more).  Then,  every  month  we 
will  automatically  send  you  another  coin  that  you 
need.  Your  coins  can  be  charged  to  your  credit  card, 
or  sent  for  inspection  (upon  credit  approval),  or  you 
can  pay  with  your  personal  check. 

Special  Sign-Up  Bonus 

With  your  first  order  we  will  send  you  a  copy  of  Q. 
David  Bowers'  award-winning  book,  United  States  Gold 
Coins:  An  Illustrated  History ,  illustrated  with  gems  from 
the  Eliasberg  Collection.  This  deluxe  hardbound  vol¬ 
ume,  profusely  illustrated  including  color  plates,  lists  for 
$57.95,  butisyours  FREE.  It  is  the  standard  referenceon 
the  series.  In  fact,  when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James 
Baker  wanted  to  learn  about  American  gold  coins,  he 
consulted  (and  quoted  from)  this  same  book! 


United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


The  Secret  Notebook  of  Mint  Facts 

by  George  J.  Eckfeldt 


Through  the  kindness  of  one  of  our 
friends  and  correspondents,  we  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  purchase  the  other  day  (for  the 
unusual  sum  of  $1,804)  a  previously  un¬ 
published  personal  notebook  kept  during 
the  1840s-1860s  by  a  Philadelphia  Mint 
person  in  a  prominent  position  in  the 
Medal  Department.  His  name  was  George 
J.  Eckfeldt,  a  member  of  the  prominent 
family  of  that  name. 

It  seems  that  he  kept  this  notebook  to 
record  formulas,  important  dates,  and 
other  things  that  interested  him.  That  this 
was  a  personal  notebook  (not  part  of  official 


relating  patterns  to  Judd  and  Pollock 
numbers,  Mint  medals  to  Julian  numbers, 
etc. 

It  is  expected  that  this  book,  with  an¬ 
notations,  will  be  about  80  to  100  pages  in 
size.  Until  then  we  will  not  publish  our 
findings,  so  that  the  information  will  be 
new  and  exciting  to  the  purchasers  — al¬ 
though,  in  time,  we  imagine  that  much 
will  find  its  way  into  standard  reference 
books. 

This  slim  little  volume  will  be  of  inter¬ 
est  to  those  with  a  technical  and/or  his¬ 
torical  turn  of  mind.  If  this  includes  you, 


1922  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 645 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1922  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 

1922  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 609 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 


High-Grade  1924  Double  Eagle 


1924  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We  have  seen  very 
few  1924  double  eagles  at  this  elegant  grade 


level . 9,650 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1924  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 645 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1924  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1925  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 


Lovely  1925-S  Double  Eagle 


1925-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  well- 
known  key  issues  of  the  1920s.  Lustrous  and  at¬ 
tractive,  a  very  nice  coin! . 2,850 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 775 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem  that 
would  look  great  in  a  high-grade  type  set!  1,395 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive.  695 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS). Brilliant . 695 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1928  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

1928  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 645 


Mint  records)  is  evidenced  by  his  entering 
certain  personal  facts,  such  as  dividends 
he  received  from  some  Pennsylvania  Rail¬ 
road  stock  he  owned,  etc. 

Among  other  things,  this  journal  tells: 

•  The  day  and  year  date  that  1836  and  1839 
Gobrecht  dollars  were  restruck. 

•  The  first  day  that  gold  dollars  were  struck 
in  1849  (a  different  date  than  was  given  by 
Breen),  the  first  day  that  1854  Type  II  gold  dol¬ 
lars  were  struck  (and  on  Press  No.  3),  etc. 

•  Official  formulas  for  frosting  portraits  on 
Proof  dies,  for  bronzing  medals,  etc. 

•  Technical  details  of  Mint  medals. 

•  Dates  and  quantities  for  selected  pattern 
coin  strikings. 

•  The  making  of  dies  in  Philadelphia  for  the 
Humbert  gold  coinage  in  California. 

•  And  much  more! 

We  plan  to  reproduce  this  notebook  in 
photographic  facsimile,  annotated  on  fac¬ 
ing  pages,  and  to  cross  reference  the  com¬ 
ments  with  modern  numismatics,  such  as 


we  invite  you  to  place  an  order. 

Pre-publication  ordering  information: 

The  Secret  Notebook  of  Mint  Facts  by 
George  ].  Eckfeldt.  Softbound.  Facsimile  of 
19th-century  handwritten  text  and 
sketches  to  which  have  been  added  an  in¬ 
troduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  modern 
illustrations  of  some  of  the  items  referred 
to,  and  annotations  as  a  guide  for  the  nu¬ 
mismatist. 

Estimated  size:  80  to  100  pages,  8-1/2  by 
11".  Published  in  a  small  quantity  as  a  special 
technical  /  historical  study,  not  as  a  mass-mar¬ 
ket  popular  book. 

List  price  $29. 

Pre-publication  price:  $19  plus  $3  postage 
and  handling. 

Anticipated  release  date:  July  1,  2000. 

Guarantee:  Money  back  if  not  satisfied. 

Order  Stock  No.  ECK-101,  just  $19  pre-pub¬ 
lication  price  plus  $3  shipping  (may  not  be 
combined  with  other  book  orders). 


Visit  Our  Website!  bowersandmerena. 


Founded  in  1953,  our  firm  has  grown  to  be¬ 
come  America's  leading  rare  coin  dealer.  Of  the 
five  most  valuable  United  States  coin  collections 
ever  sold  at  auction,  we  have  catalogued  and 
sold  four  — the  $44  million  jEliasberg  Collection, 
the  $25  million  Garrett  Col  Inchon  we  handled  for 
The  Johns  Hopkins  University,  the  $20  million 


com 

sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  and  the  ongoing 
sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection.  Of  the  top 
10  world's  record  prices  for  rarities  sold  at  auction, 
we  hold  seven.  Our  reference  books  and  cata¬ 
logues  have  received  more  "Publication  of  the 
Year"  awards  and  other  honors  than  have  those  of 
any  other  firm. 


Now  you  can  review 
our  com  listings , 
book  listings,  auction 
calendar,  prices 
realized,  editorial 
material  and  more  on 
the  worldwide  web. 

Check  it  out! 
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by  Robert  Obojski 

Critique  and  Commentary 


This  arrived  in  our  mailbox  the  other 
day  unexpected,  and  very  nice.  Bob 
thought  we  might  like  to  run  it  in  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  which  we  do  forthwith: 

A  review  of  Dave  Bowers'  latest  book,  The 
Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804  and  the  Ex¬ 
citing  Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts.  Ev¬ 
ery  two  or  three  years  or  so  it  seems  that 
Dave  Bowers  comes  up  with  a  "grand  for¬ 
mat"  book,  and  now  he's  done  it  again 
with  his  Vie  Rarg  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804, 
subtitled  And  the  Exciting  Adventures  of 
Edmund  Roberts. 

Obviously,  years  of  research  went  into 
the  preparation  of  this  thick  hard-cover  vol¬ 
ume  which  runs  to  490  double-column 
pages.  This  book  certainly  does  justice  to 
the  fame  of  the  1804  silver  dollar  which  has 
become  known  as  "The  King  of  American 
Coins." 

No  Mint  records  for  the  number  of  1804- 
dated  dollars  struck  are  known  to  exist.  The 
situation  becomes  quite  complicated  — but 
is  nicely  explained  by  Dave  Bowers  — by 
the  first  production  of  such  pieces  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  in  the  1830s,  from  1804- 
dated  dies.  Among  those  made  in  1834 
were  some  special  strikings  for  presenta¬ 
tion  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat  and  the  King  of 
Siam. 

The  prices  realized  at  auction  for  the 
storied  1804  dated  silver  dollars  serve  as  a 
kind  of  barometer  for  the  strength  of  the 
entire  numismatic  market.  Varieties  of  the 
1804  have  been  steadily  escalating  in  value 
over  the  years  with  the  peak  being 
reached  in  April  1997.  At  that  time,  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  sold  the  Eliasberg  speci¬ 
men  for  an  astounding  $1,815,000,  the 
highest  price  realization  for  any  U.S.  coin 
offered  at  public  auction.  However,  the 
peak  would  not  remain  for  long,  for  last 
year  Bowers  and  Merena  sold  the  Childs 
specimen  of  the  1804  dollar  for  over 
$4,000,000  — far  and  away  eclipsing  any 


other  sale  price  for  any  coin  ever  sold. 

Returning  to  the  book,  I  found  it  espe¬ 
cially  interesting  that  Dave  Bowers  gives  us 
the  detailed  story  of  the  1804  dated  silver 
dollars  by  setting  it  against  the  backdrop  of 
the  entire  U.S.  coinage  system.  For  starters, 
he  relates  the  early  history  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint,  relates  the  techniques  of  how 
coins  are  produced,  and  discusses  the  en¬ 
tire  history  of  American  monetary  prin¬ 
ciples,  in  the  early  part  of  the  19th  century. 

The  1804  dated  dollars  constitute  only  a 


part  — albeit  an  important  one  — of  a 
broader  spectrum  concerning  coins  and 
currency.  Because  of  this,  I  think  it  is  correct 


to  say  that  the  book  is  very  worthwhile  and 
would  be  a  great  "read"  even  if  the  1804 
dollar  had  not  been  mentioned! 

Later  in  the  book,  Dave  devotes  a  gen¬ 
erous  section  of  his  study  to  owners  and 
chroniclers  of  the  1804  dated  dollars.  I  his 
section  includes  a  "Registry"  of  the  known 
1804s,  their  market  appearances,  and  the 
people  who  possessed  them. 


The  detailed  biographies  include  over 
150  noted  dealers  and  collectors.  Among 
those  that  caught  my  attention  were 
Henry  Sewall  Adams,  David  W.  Akers, 
William  Sumner  Appleton,  William  Cutler 
Atwater,  Aubrey  and  Adeline  Bebee,  F.C.C. 
Boyd,  Virgil  Brand,  jerry  Buss,  Amon  G. 
Carter,  Jr.,  the  Chapman  brothers,  Edward 
D.  Cogan,  William  F.  Dunham,  Adam 
Eckfeldt,  Thomas  L.  Elder,  Louis  Eliasberg, 
Edouard  Frossard,  John  Work  Garrett,  Ed¬ 
ward  H.R.  Green,  the  Guttag  Brothers, 
John  W.  Haseltine,  Steve  Ivy,  Abner 
Kreisberg,  Lyman  Low,  B.  Max  Mehl,  Jo¬ 
seph  J.  Mickley,  Eric  P.  Newman,  Lorin  G. 
Parmelee,  David  Proskey,  Wayte 
Raymond,  Byron  Reed,  James  Risk,  James 
Ruddy,  Norton  Simon,  David  J.  Spink, 
Matthew  A.  Stickney,  James  Ten  Eyck,  W. 
Elliot  Woodward  and  Farran  Zerbe,  this 
being  just  a  small  list! 

This  section  of  the  book  could  just  as 
easily  have  been  titled,  Who's  Who  in 
American  Numismatics.  In  addition,  the 
book  is  well  indexed,  so  that  just  about  any 
tidbit  can  be  found  on  a  moment's  notice. 

Fittingly  enough,  the  Foreword  to  Dave 
Bowers'  great  study  was  authored  by  Ken 
Bressett  and  Eric  Newman,  authors  of  the 
landmark  book,  The  Fantastic  1804  Dollar, 
published  in  1962  by  Whitman. 

The  1804  dollar  is  an  American  numis¬ 
matic  landmark,  the  focal  point  of  a  lot  of 
attention  for  more  than  a  century  and  a 
half.  This  latest  book  will  be  welcomed  not 
only  as  a  great  addition  to  the  literature  on 
the  "King  of  American  Coins,"  but  also  as 
a  passport  to  American  numismatics  of  a 
long-ago  era.  And,  I  did  not  even  mention 
the  wonderful  section  of  the  book  that 
takes  the  reader  aboard  the  U.S.S.  Peacock 
to  the  other  side  of  the  world  — with  lots  of 
hair-raising  adventures! 

The  book  is  a  must  for  anyone  who  en¬ 
joys  reading  about  American  numismatics 
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Free  to  a  Good  Home! 


Tw 
A  C 


An  8  Reales  Coin,  a  So-Called 
Pillar  Dollar 


The  Origins  of  the  l 


In  Colonial  Am#ncan  nmes.  tne  com  of  widest  acceptance  wa< 
com#  came  from  the  s«»vef-nch  countries  of  Mexico.  Bohwi  Chile.  Cofcxnl 
dorter  value  isetf  was  directly  tied  to  the  srtvei  content  of  ar  8  Reales  co 
at  25«  Sometimee.  the  8  Reaies  corns  were  pfys*caliy  cut  mto  pieces  T 
1/2*  Two  of  these  equaled  25c.  and  mat  as  wnere  the  expression  Two  pit 


For  more  mlormation.  contact 


B«v*>KS  AN1 
Box  122 
603-5*» 

*  bvwcrvuidinrmiA.o 


Major  Design  Types  of 


ORAPED  BUST  TYPE 

Small  Eagle  Reverse 


CAPPED  BUST  TYPE 

Reduced  Size 


LIBERTY  SEATED  TYPE 

No  Motto  on  Reverse 


UBERTY  SEATED  TYPE 

Motto  on  Reverse 


1838  •  1853  A  1856  -  1865 


LIBERTY  SEATED  TYPE 

Arrows  at  Date 


1866  •  1873  A  1875  -  1891 

STANDING  LIBERTY  TYPE 

Variety  2 


1873  -  1874 


WASHINGTON  TYPE 
1932  -  1964  (Silver) 


1965  to  1998  (Cupro-Nickf 


50  State  Quarters 


Begmnirg  t\  1999  and  ocrflnUng  und  2008,  the  United  States  Mnt,  Dept  cf  the  Treasury,  wfl  produce  ceculaing  commemoratfve  quarter  doiars  wfto  reverses  entotenatr  of 
each  of  the  50  states  The  core  wi  be  sfruck  at  the  rata  of  fry*  different  quarters  per  year  by  bcfh  the  PtriadafpOe  and  Denver  mniB.  They  wfl  be  issued  n  the  onto  In  Mach  the 

states  ratified  toe  Ccnettuocn  or  were  admitted  to  the  Union. 


1999 


Delaware 

Capital  Dover 
Area:  1,955  Sq  Mi 
Motto:  Liberty  and 
Independence 
Statehood  1787 


Pennsylvania 

Capital  Harrisburg 
Area  44,820  Sq  Ml 
Motto:  Virtue.  Liberty,  and 
Independence 
Statehood  1 787 


New  Jersey 

Capital:  Trenton 
Area:  7.419  Sq.  Ml 
Motto  Liberty  and  Prosperity 
Statehood  1787 


Georgia 

Capital  Atlanta 
Area:  59.441  Sq.  Mi 
Motto  Wisdom,  Jusdce.  and 
Moderation 
Statehood  1 788 


Connecticut 

Capital  Hartford 
Area:  4.845  Sq  Ml 
Motto:  He  who  transplanted 
still  sustains 
Statehood:  1788 


•/STATE 
QUARTERS' 

CWItb  STATES  MINT 


2000 


o 


Massachusetts 

Capital:  Boston 
Area:  7,838  Sq  Mi 
Motto:  By  the  sword  we  seek 
peace,  but  peace  only  under 
liberty 

Statehood  1 788 


Maryland 

Capital  Annapolis 
Area:  9,775  Sq  Ml 
Motto  Manly  Deeds.  Womanly 
Words 

Statehood  1788 


South  Carolina 

Capital:  Columbia 
Area:  31,113  Sq  Mi. 
Molto  Prepared  in  Mind  and 
Resources,  While  I  Breathe,  I 
Hope 

Statehood  1 788 


New  Hampshire 

Capital  Concord 
Area:  9.304  Sq.  Mi. 
Motto  Live  Free  or  Die 
Statehood  1 788 


Virginia 

Capital  Richmond 
Area  39,598  Sq  Ml. 
Molto  Thus  Always  to  Tyrants 
Statehood  1788 


MMiamngav 


A  Joint  Educational  Project  Amongst 

United  states  Mint  •  Professional  Numismatists  Guild 
American  Numismatic  Society 
American  Numismatic  Association 

Neither  the  U  S  Mini  no*  toe  other  nomtemettc  organizations  sponsoring 
tots  educational  project  endorses  any  indMduol  provider  of  goods  or  services 


www  money  org 


AS  co<n«  are  pictured  ai  actual  size 


We  are  pleased  to  offer  with  our  compliments,  quarter 
boards  illustrating  the  major  design  types  of  the  U.S. 
quarter  series  on  one  side,  and  spaces  for  the  obverse  and 
reverse  of  each  state  quarter  released  in  1999  and  2000. 
These  attractive  boards  were  part  of  a  joint  educational 
project  among  the  United  States  Mint,  Professional  Numis¬ 
matists  Guild,  American  Numismatic  Society,  and  the 
American  Numismatic  Association.  We  have  a  limited 
number  available,  free  for  the  asking,  plus  shipping  (ap¬ 
proximately  $1  per  hoard).  Call  Mary  Tocci  of  our  Publica¬ 
tions  Departmental  1-800-222-5993  to  place  your  request. 


Commemorative  Coins 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

We've  been  busv  buying  commemoratives  again! 
We  firmly  believe  that  nearly  all  of  the  early  1892- 
1954  issues  are  incredibly  inexpensive  in  today's 
marketplace  — in  many  instances  selling  for  less  than 
they  did  decades  ago! 

We  have  always  liked  commemoratives,  and  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the  "classic" 
era  1892-1954.  The  fact  that  the  market  has  been  slow 
and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems  to  us  to  signal  an  op¬ 
portunity,  and  we've  been  writing  checks  whenever 
an  opportunity  arises. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  unhesi¬ 
tatingly  states  that  among  American  coins,  few  if 
any  issues  can  match  commemoratives  for  their  his¬ 
torical  significance.  Beyond  this  aspect,  the  series  is 
laden  with  low  mintages.  Some  issues  in  beautiful 
Mint  State,  with  mintages  of  less  than  10,000  pieces, 
can  be  purchased  for  under  $100  per  coin,  some¬ 
times  well  under— certain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T. 
Washington  and  Carver-Washington  series  are 
prime  examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the  right  time. 
If  you  don't  have  anything  special  in  mind,  we  sug¬ 
gest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which  consists  of  48 
different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus  the  1893  Isabella 
quarter  and  1900  Lafayette  dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of 
50  coins.  Our  inventor}'  offers  the  majority  of  the  is¬ 
sues  for  your  selection. 


Superb  Gem  Uncirculated  Isabella  25C 


1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
An  exceptional  specimen.  A  prize  for  the  connois¬ 
seur!  . 4,750 

First  United  States  coin  to  depict  a  foreign  monarch,  and 
the  first  of  only  seven  U.S.  commemorative  quarter  dollar 
issues  to  date  What  are  those  other  commemorative  quarters? 
(be  1776-1 976  dual-dated  Bicentennial  issue,  and  the  five  state 
quarter  issues  of  1999  Bv  the  time  the  state  quarter  series  ends, 
we  will  have  at  least  52  commemorative  quarters  in  our  sets! 


1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
From  our  listing  you  might  think  that  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  has  a  "corner"  on  all  of  the  nice 
commemoratives  on  the  market.  Well,  we  don't, 
but  wish  we  did.  However,  when  it  comes  to  qual¬ 
ity,  our  inventory  is  nicer  than  any  other  we  have 

ever  seen  (and  we  do  "get  around") . 1,095 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

with  light  amber  peripheral  toning . 739 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  ...  650 
1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nicely 
toned  in  rose  and  golden  shades . 650 


Notable  Mint  State  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  toning . 2,750 

Struck  the  year  before  the  date  appearing  on  the  coin,  on 
December  14,  1899,  the  100th  anniversary  of  Washington's 
death;  Lafayette  and  Washington  pictured  on  obverse,  Lafay¬ 
ette  on  horseback  on  reverse,  thus  the  first  U.S.  coin  with  the 
same  person  depicted  twice  on  the  same  coin;  first  commemo¬ 
rative  silver  dollar;  first  depiction  of  a  president  on  a  publicly 
distributed  legal  tender  U.S.  coin. 

Further,  Lafayettedollarswerestruckfrom  hand-punched 
dies,  resulting  in  several  collectible  die  varieties,  a  highly  un¬ 
usual  feature  among  federal  coins  of  that  era,  all  others  of 
which  were  stereotyped  except  for  the  date  logotype  and 
mintmark  punch. 

1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Golden 

surfaces . 1,325 

1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 595 

1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a 

whisper  of  gold . 925 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  810 
1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent 

toning . 810 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Golden  sur¬ 
faces . 485 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  485 

This  very  scarce  coin  is  cheaper  todav  than  it  was  vears 
ago  in  1989!  And  yet,  the  1921  Alabama  is  as  rare  as  ever 
1936  Albany.  MS-66  (ANACS)  Light  golden  surfaces 
Exceptionally  high  grade  for  this  issue . 651? 


1936  Albany.  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 349 

1936  Albany.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 349 

1936  Albany.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 349 

1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1937  Antietam.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 565 

1937  Antietam.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 475 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 275 


This  coin  celebrated  the  1836-1936  Arkansas  Centennial  a 
year  early.  Those  involved  could  hardly  wait  to  tap  collectors 
wallets!  The  1936  (correct  date)  Centennial  year  was  cel¬ 


ebrated  by  coinage  all  the  way  through  1939! 

1935- D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1936  Arkansas  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre . 289 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 289 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 359 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 359 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 109 


1857-S  $20: 

Absolutely  Beautiful" 

The  following  letter  to  Gail  Watson  is 
from  james  B.: 

Dear  Gail, 

Just  a  short  note.  I  received  the  1857-S 
double  eagle.  It  is  absolutely  beautiful.  As 
always  vou  have  wonderful  taste. 

Please  let  Dave  know  that  concerning  his 
book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  1 
donated  a  copy  to  our  local  library.  They 
were  quite  pleased  to  receive  it.  All  of  their 
coin  related  materials  are  20  vears  old  or 
older.  Hopefully  this  will  spark  the  imagina¬ 
tion  of  others,  and  gain  additional  members 
for  our  great  hobbv. 

As  I  do  not  know  what  other  coins  and 
numismatics  items  will  become  available 
from  the  S.S.  Central  America,  please  keep  me 
informed. 

I  am  leaving  for  Rome,  Italv,  on  Satur¬ 
day.  I'll  be  talking  to  vou  in  the  future 


June  July  2 000/ Rare  ( <un  Reinew  #135 


Commemorative  Coins  for  Sale 


■A 


1937- S  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with 

amber  peripheral  toning . 665 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 665 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1939- D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden 

surfaces . 269 

1936- S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces  . 175 

1934  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1935  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 115 

1935/34  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1935/34-D  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1935/34-S  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1936  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  golden 

iridescence  on  both  sides . 319 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 355 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  rose  and  gold  irides¬ 
cence  present . 499 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a 

hint  of  golden  peripheral  toning . 499 

1938  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 349 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 405 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 405 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 

hint  of  pale  gold  and  rose . 299 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 137 

MS-66  California  Commemorative 
1925-S  California.  MS-66  (ICG).  Lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  toning . 1,925 

In  the  little  monograph  he  published  on  commemora- 
tives  in  1937,  dealer  B.  Max  Mehl  stated  that  this  was  his 
favorite  design.  And,  indeed,  it  is  rather  classic.  It's  too  bad 
that  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  Gold  Rush  came  and  went  in 
1998,  and  no  commemoratives  were  made  to  observe  it— this 
motif  could  have  been  dusted  off  and  used  effectively. 

1925-S  California.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 

with  amber  peripheral  toning . 269 

1925-S  California.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1925-S  California.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 125 

1951  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  65 

1951-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 45 

The  Carver-Washington  sets,  with  their  multiplicity  of 
varieties,  were  a  rerun  of  the  largely  unsuccessful  Booker  T. 
Washington  issues  of  1946-1951;  on  the  map  of  the  U.S.  on  the 
reverse  of  the  coin  Delaware  was  omitted! 

1951 - S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 49 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  19 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 18 

1952- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 225 

1952-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 99 


1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 225 

1953-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 225 

1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 99 

1954  PDS  set.  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 379 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 235 

This  issue  was  a  personal  project  for  the  profit  of  numis¬ 
matist  and  "pirate"  (of  sorts)  Thomas  G.  Melish.  Even  within 
Cincinnati  few  people  knew  about  the  coins,  and  the  50th 
anniversary  commemorated  had  no  basis  in  historical  fact. 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 


with  amber  peripheral  toning . 289 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 


Distributed  by  Thomas  G.  Melish,  who  also  distributed 
the  1936  Cincinnati  half  dollars;  although  the  half  dollars 
pertained  to  Cleveland,  distribution  was  from  Melish's  Cin¬ 
cinnati  office  over  200  miles  away  at  the  Kentucky  border. 
1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 98 

1936  Columbia.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 249 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  sat¬ 

iny  gem  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  both 
sides.  A  lovely  example  of  America's  first  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar . 195 

First  legal  tender  U.S.  coin  to  depict  a  foreigner;  first 
commemorative  half  dollar;  issued  in  connection  with  the 
1893  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  a  fair  held  a  year  late. 

1893  Columbian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 
with  a  whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 


ing . 959 

1893  Columbian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 

surfaces . 85 

1893  Columbian.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 22 


1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  The  Charter  Oak 
is  depicted  on  the  obverse,  apparently  the  most 
durable  motif  of  this  state,  for  it  was  recently  used 
on  the  reverse  of  the  statehood  Washington  quar¬ 


ter  . 595 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64  (PCGS0.  Lovely  golden  and 

amber  surfaces . 275 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 199 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 369 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 239 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Elgin  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

Authorized  in  1936  for  an  anniversary  that  had  already 


taken  place  in  1935;  profits  from  the  sale  of  this  issue  went 
toward  the  work  on  a  statue  in  Elgin,  which  to  this  day  has  not 
been  erected. 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Champagne  centers  with 


amber  toning  on  the  rims . 285 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 675 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 379 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 


Grant  was  regarded  as  a  fine  general,  but  a  poor  presi¬ 
dent.  On  the  other  hand,  Andrew  Jackson  seems  to  have 


excelled  in  both  categories  and  ditto  for  DDE. 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 95 


Choice  1922  Grant  50C 
With  Star 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
Among  early  commemorative  half  dollars  this  is 
the  great  classic  (although  much  about  it  has 
been  forgotten  today).  Very  scarce  in  this  high 
grade . 2,395 

The  with-star  variety  was  apparently  coined  in  error,  for 
the  Commission  had  not  ordered  them;  the  star  had  no  histori¬ 
cal  or  other  meaning  except  to  create  a  different  variety;  in 
Mint  State  this  is  the  rarest  commemorative  half  dollar  today. 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-62  (ANCS).  Brilliant.  Any¬ 
one  who  does  a  bit  of  reading  about  this  history 
of  this  issue  will  appreciate  the  great  respect  in 
which  it  was  held  for  many  years.  In  contrast,  the 
modern  market  has  more  or  less  ignored  it. 1,350 


Rare  1928  Hawaiian  Commemorative 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,750 


MS-63  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  A 
lovely  specimen  of  the  most  desired  of  the  "types" 
in  the  commemorative  series.  Most  were  distrib¬ 
uted  in  Aloha  Land,  with  relatively  few  reaching 

numismatists  stateside . 1,975 

1928  Hawaiian.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 1,295 

1928  Hawaiian.  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces.  1,150 
1935  Hudson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  With  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  only  10,000  coins,  this  is  a  key  issues.  ...  755 

1935  Hudson.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Hard  to  find . 495 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 

surfaces . 540 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-63.  Brilliant .  139 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 15 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1946  Iowa.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 69 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces  ISO 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 101* 
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1925  Lexington.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces.  109 
1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden 
surfaces . 529 

Only  publicly  distributed  U.S.  legal  tender  silver  coin  to 
depict  Lincoln;  first  coin  designed  (reverse)  by  John  R.  Sinnock, 
who  was  later  to  become  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint. 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 


intense  cartwheel  lustre  present.  Lovely . 529 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 


1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  119 
1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  109 
1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse 
with  the  reverse  having  beautiful  gold  and  green 


peripheral  toning . 425 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Originally  envisioned  to  circulate  at  face  value  to  pro¬ 
mote  Maine;  one  of  two  commemoratives  connected  with  this 
state  (1936  York  County  is  the  other).  It  is  not  known  who 
designed  this  coin,  although  Anthony  de  Francisci  prepared  the 
models  from  the  design. 

1920  Maine.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  245 
1920  Maine.  MS-63.  Briljiant . 159 

1920  Maine.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 109 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 335 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-63.  Light  golden  surfaces. 

A  highly  important  early  issue . 810 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold.  810 

1921  Missouri.  2^4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 409 

This  may  be  the  ugliest  of  the  early  commemorative 
designs  — but  is  necessary  to  have  as  a  foil  or  contrast  to  other 
designs  which  by  definition  are  nicer. 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 445 

In  1905-6  George  M.  Cohan's  hit  song,  Forty-Five  Minutes 
from  Broadway,  made  fun  of  this  town,  much  to  the  displeasure 
of  those  who  lived  there.  Today,  New  Rochelle  appreciates  the 
distinction,  and  there  is  a  sign  to  this  effect  on  the  platform  of 
the  commuter  rail  station. 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 339 

1938  New  Rochelle.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 275 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 485 

The  issuers  m^de  much  of  the  fact  that  the  British  crown 
was  depicted  on  this,  an  American  coin;  this  coin  was  dated 
1936  despite  the  fact  that  it  was  not  authorized  by  Congress 
until  1937;  this  coin  bore  five  dates  as  part  of  the  design,  none 


of  which  was  the  date  of  mintage. 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1936  Norfolk.  AU-50 .  355 

1926  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 495 

1926  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 229 

1926  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 


This  issue  commemorates  no  particular  date  anniversary7 
(such  as  50th,  100th,  etc.);  this  was  the  first  of  the  extended 
series  of  commemoratives  that  were  considered  exploitative 
by  collectors  However,  in  this  instance,  collectors  have  en¬ 
joyed  the  experience.  A  few  years  ago  members  of  the  Society 
for  U.S  Commemorative  Coins  voted  this  as  their  favorite 
design  In  1999  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  announced  that  a 
plaque  with  this  design  would  be  among  those  put  on  the 
la i  ade  of  its  new  headquarters  being  built  in  Washington 

1926  Oregon  AU-50 . 95 


1926-S  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 405 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 215 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 

These  were  sold  at  the  1933  Century  of  Progress  Exposi¬ 
tion  in  Chicago. 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1936  Oregon.  MS-66  (ICG).  Brilliant . 259 

1936  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 229 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1936-S  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  Nicely  toned . 975 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 145 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 235 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1938- S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1939  Oregon.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 615 

Low  mintage  alert!  (Look  it  up) 

1939- S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

Low  mintage  alert!  (Look  it  up) 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 

classic . 1,245 


Originally,  it  was  hoped  to  bring  a  steam-powered  coin¬ 
ing  press  to  the  Exposition  grounds  to  strike  commemorative 
halves  on  the  spot,  but  this  proved  unfeasible. 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  sur¬ 
faces  with  light  amber  toning . 1,245 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 275 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant .  569 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  569 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 155 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 92 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 709 


Serving  as  one  of  several  inspirations  for  the  issuance  of 
commemoratives  for  meaningless  occasions,  this  particular 
half  dollar  was  produced  on  the  301st  anniversary  of  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims.  Not  well  known  is  the  fact  that  a 
French  ship  was  stranded  at  Plvmou  th  a  few  years  before  1 620, 
and  after  their  arrival  the  Pilgrims  found  the  buried  body  of 
one  of  the  unfortunate  sailors  (cf.  Historical  Magazine). 


1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 249 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly 
toned . 239 


1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  109 
1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,365 
1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Build  a 


set . 295 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 265 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 255 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1937  Robinson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1936  Robinson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1935-SSan  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  109 
1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 67 


A  Long  Ago  Coin  Quiz 

by  Gordon  Duvall 


In  the  papers  of  the  late  Gordon 
Duvall,  whose  numismatic  estate  we  have 
included  as  part  of  several  recent  auction 
sales,  we  came  across  a  note  for  a  coin 
quiz  he  created,  to  be  given  at  a  club  meet¬ 
ing,  location  and  name  unspecified,  on 
May  2, 1958.  Apparently  these  questions 
were  submitted  to  the  club  secretary  on 
April  23rd.  Here  they  are.  Can  you  an¬ 
swer  them  today? 

Question  1:  What  US  silver  coin  has  a 
designer's  initial  on  both  the  obverse  and 
reverse? 

Question  2:  How  did  the  National 
Coin  Collection  acquire  the  unique  Im¬ 
mune  cent  in  gold? 

Question  3:  What  two  Cincinnati  stores, 
still  doing  business,  advertised  on  the  backs 
of  encased  postage  stamps? 

So,  how  well  did  you  do?  Here  are  the 


answers,  made  up  today,  although  they 
were  not  provided  with  the  original  quiz: 

Answer  1:  Probably  the  Morgan  silver 
dollar  was  intended,  which  has  the  initial 
M  on  the  truncation  of  Miss  Liberty  on  the 
obverse  and  the  wreath  bow  on  the  reverse. 

Answer  2:  By  exchange  with  Matthew 
A.  Stickney,  the  Massachusetts  collector 
who  traded  it  for  an  1804  Class  1  silver 
dollar. 

Answer  3:  Shillito's  today,  which  origi¬ 
nally  did  business  as  John  Shillito  &  Co., 
and  the  other  was  McAlpin's,  original lv 
known  as  Ellis,  McAlpin  &  Company.  (We 
haven't  checked  lately,  as  department 
stores  are  merging  and  agglomerating  at  a 
record  rate  — so  don't  travel  a  long  dis¬ 
tance  to  go  shopping  at  these  places  unless 
you  call  first.) 
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Commemorative  Coins  for  Sale 


i 


1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72 


1926 Sesquicentennial.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant..  169 
1926 Sesquicentennial.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant..  155 
1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  125 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series.  ...  1,185 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  AU-55 .  850 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...  225 
The  memory  of  recently  (1923)  deceased  President 
Harding,  mentioned  in  the  original  legislation  authorizing 
this  issue,  was  not  mentioned  on  the  coin;  the  vast  quantity  of 
5,000,000  authorized  was  the  largest  since  the  Columbian 
Exposition  coins  of  1892-1893. 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly 


toned . 98 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-60 . 35 

1934  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  115 

1935  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1935- D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1936  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1937  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 245 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1938  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1938  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 279 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 


What's  with  the  silly  low  prices  on  such  coins  as  this?  If 
they  were  part  of  the  modem  Mint  series,  a  coin  of  which  only 
a  few  thousand  were  made  would  sell  for  thousands  of  dollars. 
Quick!  Buy  some  classic  old  commemoratives  while  the  mar¬ 
ket  isn't  looking! 

Lovely  1925  Vancouver 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,550 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 319 

Struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  but  S  mintmark  omitted 
in  error;  the  celebration  was  a  local  event,  did  not  attract 
nationwide  attention,  and  relatively  few  coins  were  sold. 

1925  Vancouver.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1927  Vermont.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 945 

This  issue  was  au  thorized  two  years  before  the  minting  date, 
a  remarkable  situation,  as  typically  commemoratives  were  au¬ 
thorized  in  the  same  year  of  issue;  the  catamount  pictured  on  the 
reverse  is  a  reference  to  the  Catamount  Tavern,  where  the  Green 
Mountain  Boys  quaffed  ale;  this  half  doHar  is  one  of  the  few 
commemoratives  to  bear  a  day  date,  in  this  instance  August  1 6,  to 
the  left  of  the  catamount;  Vermont  half  dollars  were  struck  in 


higher  relief  than  any  other  commemorative  coin. 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 295 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1927  Vermont.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1927  Vermont.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 169 

1927  Vermont.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1946  Booker  T  Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 45 


\ire  article  about  Isaac  Hathaway  and  the  Booker  T. 
Washington  halves  in  the  April  issue  of  The  Numismatist  It 


might  have  been  a  bit  more  complete  regarding  distribution 
figures  vis-a-vis  mintage  figures  had  the  author  consulted 
some  of  Steve  Ruddel's  writings  or  had  possessed  a  copy  of 
Dave  Bowers'  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 


Complete  Encyclopedia. 

1946-D  B.T.W!  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Lightly  toned . 22 

1946- S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 35 

1947- S  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 65 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1950- D  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1951- D  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 75 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 249 


According  to  provisions  of  the  congressional  acts  en¬ 
abling  this,  the  Bridgeport,  and  the  Delaware  half  dollars, 
although  coinage  was  to  be  a  minimum  of  25,000,  there  was  no 
stated  maximum,  and  an  unlimited  quantity  could  have  been 
made  at  the  time;  this  coin,  like  a  few  other  commemoratives, 
also  bears  a  day  date,  4th  of  July  Anno  Domini  1836;  remainder 
coins  were  still  being  sold  by  the  state  in  the  1950s. 


1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Wisconsin.  AU-58 . 169 

1936  York.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  York.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1936  York.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 179 


Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

The  popularity  of  commemorative  gold  issues 
from  the  classic  era  — 1903  to  1926  — is  growing 
steadily  after  having  been  in  the  "numismatic  dol¬ 
drums"  for  several  years.  This  exciting  series  consists 
of  just  13  different  date  and  type  combinations,  some 
of  them  highly  affordable,  and  some  of  extreme  rar¬ 
ity.  There  is  no  belter  time  than  the  present  to  begin, 
or  add  to,  a  collection  of  these  popular  issues. 

MS-65  Grant  with  Star 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MC-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  2,895 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 795 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  por¬ 
trait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,095 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  por¬ 
trait.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  por¬ 
trait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 865 


1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 485 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  AU-58  (NGC) . 425 

Lustrous  1917  McKinley  Gold  Dollar 

1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,550 


1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  595 

Unusual  distinction:  This  is  the  only  gold  coin  struck  bv 
the  Mint  in  the  year  1917.  No  regular  issues  were  made 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . *. . 925 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  395 

Attractive  Panama-Pacific  Quarter  Eagle 
1915-S  Panama-Pacif'c  quarter  eagle.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  beautiful  and  rare  issue . 2,895 

1926  Sesquicentennial  Quarter  Eagle 


1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Brilliant.  Very  few  gem  MS-65  coins  exist. .  3,795 
1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 895 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Brilliant . 550 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant . 435 


Wonderful  $50  Round  1915-S  Panama-Pacific 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  $50  Round.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 41,500 


Lovely  $50  Octagonal  1915-S  Panama-Pacific 
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Question  &  Answer  Forum 


Q  Having  read  about  your  ongoing  re¬ 
search  and  book  project  about  gold 
coins,  I  wonder  if  you  can  tell  me  what  it 
will  contain?  I  have  every  one  of  the 
books  you  have  written,  and  would  like 
to  add  this  one,  too.  — J.C. 

A  Thanks  for  your  interest.  I  anticipate 
that  the  research  phase  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  within  a  year,  and  that  the  set  of 
books  will  be  published  in  2001  or  2002.  It 
is  too  early  to  give  information  about  page 
count,  price,  and  other  details.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  from  my  latest  files.  At 
present -subject  to  modi¬ 
fication-eight  volumes 
are  planned,  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

VOLUME  I:  Gold 
Coins:  Minting,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Scene,  ami  Collecting. 

At  present,  this  vol¬ 
ume  contains  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Foreword.  •  In¬ 
troduction  by  the  author 
Chapter  1:  United  States  Gold 
Coins:  An  Overview  •  Chapter  2:  The 
Minting  Process:  Dies  and  Coinage 
Chapter  3:  The  First  Philadelphia  Mint 
(1792-1832)  •  Chapter  4:  The  Second  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  (1833-1901)  •  Chapter  5:  The 
Charlotte  Mint  (1838-1861)  •  Chapter  6: 
The  Dahlonega  Mint  (1838-1861)  •  Chapter 
7:  The  New  Orleans  Mint  (1838-1909)  • 
Chapter  8:  The  San  Francisco  Mint  (1854 
onward)  •  Chapter  9:  The  Carson  City 
Mint  (1870-1893)  •  Chapter  10:  The  Third 
Philadelphia  Mint  (1901  onward)  •  Chap¬ 
ter  11:  The  Denver  Mint  (1906  onward)  • 
Chapter  12:  Numismatics  in  the  19th  Cen¬ 
tury  •  Chapter  13:  Numismatics  in  the 
20th  Century  •  Chapter  14:  Collecting 

Gold  Coins  Today 

VOLUME  II:  $1  Gold  ( 1849-1889) 

VOLUME  III:  $2.50  Gold  <  1796-1929) 

VOLUME  IV:  $3  Gold  {1H54-18H9  and 
S  4  Gold  (1879*1880) 

VOLUME  V:  55  Gold  ( 1796-1929) 

VOLUME  VI:  $10  Gold  (1795-1933) 


VOLUME  VIII:  Chronicle,  Sources, 

Index  •  Appendix  I:  Chronicle  of  Gold 
Coins  in  American  History  •  Appen¬ 
dix  II:  Gold  Coin  Laws  and  Standards 
•  Appendix  III:  Gold  Coin  Production 
and  Monetary  Statistics  •  Appendix 
IV:  Gold-Silver  Ratios,  Exchange 
Rates,  Etc.  •  Appendix  V:  Designers  of 
U.S.  Gold  Coins  •  Appendix  VI:  Mint 
Directors  and  Superintendents  to  the 


1930s  •  Appendix  VI:  Hoards  of  Gold 
Coins  •  Appendix  VIII:  Annotated 
Listing  of  Catalogues  Studied  • 
Bibliography  with  Annotations  • 

Index 

QIn  your  opinion,  what  is  the  rarest 
United  States  coin?  My  vote  is  the 
1804  silver  dollar,  but  the  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickel  certainly  is  a  possibility.  — 
S.C. 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect  of  American 
numismatics.  All  will  be  answered 
privately  by  Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff,  and  selected  questions  will  be 
used  in  this  column. 


A  You  probably  mean  the  most  valuable, 
and,  based  upon  auction  records,  the 
1804  dollar  which  we  sold  last  year  for  $4.1 
million  as  part  of  the  Walter  Childs  Collec¬ 
tion  far  and  away  holds  the  record. 

The  rarest  is  a  different  consideration  as 
this  has  to  do  with  the  number  known  to 
exist.  In  American  numismatics  there  are 
dozens  of  tokens,  medals,  and  coin  die  va¬ 
rieties  of  which  only  one  exists.  An  ex¬ 
ample  is  the  pattern  1849  $20  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Coin  Collection  in  the  Smithsonian, 
probably  worth  multiple  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars,  or,  for  that  matter,  a  unique  brass 
Breckinridge  token  muling  I 
purchased  recently  for 
$672  from  Steve  Hayden, 
and  worth  no  more  than 
that  (as  my  bid  was  the 
highest  received). 

The  value  of  a  coin  de¬ 
pends  on  its  rarity,  but 
also  on  its  popularity, 
fame,  and  demand  for  it. 
Thus,  an  1804  dollar  appeals 
to  a  wide  circle  of  enthusiastic  bid¬ 
ders,  while  an  obscure  political  token 
may  be  of  interest  to  only  a  few. 

•  •  • 

QHow  many  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents 
exist,  in  your  opinion?  I  have 
heard  various  numbers  such  as  600, 
1,000,  and  2,500.  —  A.L.S. 

In  my  opinion  probably  close  to  2,500 
were  struck.  Of  this  number  probably 
somewhere  around  1,500  to  2,000  or  so  ex¬ 
ist  today.  Most  are  Proofs  or  impaired 
Proofs. 

Quite  possibly,  the  1856  is  America's 
most  famous  "popular  rarity"  from  the 
19th  century  -popular  in  the  sense  that 
most  advanced  collectors  can  afford  one, 
although  the  price  of  admission  is  at  least 
several  thousand  dollars.  Years  ago,  a 
number  of  collectors  tried  to  hoard  or  cor¬ 
ner  these. 

F.H  Stewart  of  43  Fountain  Street, 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  fell  in  love  with 
these  coins  and  collected  them  through  the 
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Question  and  Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


1890s.  By  March  1904  decided  that  it  was 
time  to  take  a  profit  and  give  others  the 
chance  to  own  them.  An  advertisement  in 
The  Numismatist  offered  pieces  in  seven 
grades:  Brilliant  Proof  $11,  Uncirculated 
$10,  Very  Fine  (nearly  Uncirculated)  $9, 
Very  Fine  $8.50,  Fine  $8,  Very  Good  $7.50, 
and  Good  $7.  Although  the  ad  was  titled 
"Seven  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cents  for  sale," 
Stewart  had  many  multiples  of  that.  The 
R.B.  Leeds  Collection,  sold  at  auction  by 
Henry  Chapman  on  November  27-28, 
1906,  had  106  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents 
The  hoarder  to  end  all  hoarders  was 
George  W.  Rice  of  Detroit,  Michigan.  Rice 
had  a  very  good  technical  knowledge  of 
numismatics  and  studied  die  varieties  of 
copper  and  silver  coins.  No  doubt  drawing 
upon  the  hoard  formed  by  fellow  Michi¬ 
gander  Stewart  and  perhaps  tapping  the 
Leeds  offering  as  well.  Rice  was  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  an  incredible  756  pieces.  These  were 
sold  in  1911,  with  many  going  to  Col.  John 
A.  Beck  of  Pittsburgh,  Beck's  holding  of 
531  pieces  was  kept  intact  until  the  mid- 
1970s,  when  the  trustees  of  his  estate  con¬ 
signed  the  coins  to  California  dealers 


Abner  Kreisberg  and  Jerry  Cohen,  who 
traded  as  Coin  Gallery  on  North  Beverly 
Drive  in  Beverly  Hills,  California.  The  Beck 
gold  coins  and  certain  other  things  were 
sold  at  auction  by  Kreisberg  and  Cohen, 
but  it  was  thought  to  parcel  the  1856  cents 
out  by  direct  sale,  so  as  not  to  impair  the 
market  for  them. 

I  recall  looking  through  quite  a  few  of 
the  Beck  coins,  the  typical  grades  what  to¬ 
day  might  be  called  Proof-58  to  Proof-62  or 
so,  with  not  even  a  single  gem  in  the  lot. 
These  were  sold  over  a  period  of  several 
years,  including  groups  to  dealers,  with 
scarcely  a  downward  tick  in  the  market. 

The  late  Abe  Kosoff,  founder  (in  1955) 
of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 
considered  it  good  luck  to  start  an  auction 
sale  with  an  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent.  Thus, 
Lot  No.  1  in  certain  of  his  auctions  was  apt 
to  be  one  of  these,  even  though  small  cents 
were  not  particularly  an  emphasis  else¬ 
where  in  the  catalogue. 

I  am  not  aware  of  even  a  small  hoard 
(an  oxymoron?)  of  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents 
in  existence  today.  Examples  come  on  the 
market  one  at  a  time. 


QI  recently  paid  $137.50  for  a  copy 
of  "Bulletin  No.  1,"  issued  by  Q. 
David  Bowers  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  seller,  who  had  a  nice  file 
of  your  other  catalogues  for  sale,  plus 
quite  a  few  B.  Max  Mehl  catalogues  (he 
must  have  bought  a  collection  of  them), 
said  it  was  your  first  catalogue.  Is  this 
true?  How  many  were  issued?  How 
rare  are  copies  today?  —  J.B. 

A  Yes,  this  was  the  first.  If  I  recall  cor¬ 
rectly,  it  was  printed  by  the  company 
that  produced  the  Times  Leader  newspaper  in 
Wilkes-Barre,  and  the  illustrations  were  done 
by  the  newspaper's  printing  department. 

I  do  not  remember  the  number  of  copies 
printed,  but  I  would  estimate  that  it  might 
have  been  a  couple  thousand  or  so.  These 
were  sent  to  collectors  who  had  bought  from 
me  at  the  local  coin  club  or  through  the  mail 
via  my  advertisements  and  letter  quotations, 
plus  "famous"  names  1  picked  out  of  the 
printed  membership  directory  issued  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Association. 

Regarding  the  number  of  copies  in  exist¬ 
ence  today,  I  have  no  idea  -  perhaps  50  to  100? 


Take  Advantage  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena 

Want  List  Service 


Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you 
want,  in  the  grades  you  want,  and 
at  the  prices  that  will  be  a 
good  value  for  you. 

We  invite  you  to  send  us 
your  list  of  important,  hard- 
to-find  coins  you  are  seeking 
in  the  price  range  of  $250  and  up. 
Just  use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  to 
list  the  coins  you  need,  and  send  it 
to  us.  We  will  immediately  begin 
searching  for  the  coins  you  specify! 

Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your 
eyes  and  ears  on  every  convention 
bourse  floor,  in  our  office  when 


old-time  collections  come  through  our 
doors,  and  over  the  telephone  to  dealers 
and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 

We  offer  you  these  advantages: 

Since  our  founding  in  1 953,  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  organization  has  been  one 
of  the  most  reputable,  longest  established, 
and  financially  secure  coin  companies. 


Our  prices  are  excellent 
values  for  the  quality  you 
receive.  Ourcoinsarecho- 
sen  specifically  for  their 
aesthetic  appeal  in  combi¬ 
nation  with  their  technical 
grades.  PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  be 
a  good  value  for  you.  Each  and 
every  purchase  you  make  comes 
with  our  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

We  at  Bowers  and  Merena  kruly 
enjoy  providing  the  best  in  personal 
service.  Each  of  our  clients  become^ 
an  important  member  of  our  "fam¬ 
ily"  of  coin  buyers. 
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Miscellaneous  Items 


Territorial  Gold 


Bechtler  Gold  Dollar  Rarity 


1842-1852  Bechtler  gold  dollar.  Kagin-25.  Rarity-8. 

AU-58  (NGC).  27  grains . 2,750 

*  • 


Humbert  Lettered-Edge  $50  Gold 
A  Gold  Rush  Classic  Rarity! 


1851  Augustus  Humbert.  Octagonal  $50  gold.  880 
THOUS.  Lettered  edge.  MS-61  (NGC).  Bright 
yellow  gold.  A  very  early  $50  "slug"  with  hand- 
impressed  lettered  edge  and  denomination,  made 
in  February  or  March  1851.  Several  times  rarer 
than  the  later  reeded  edge  $50  pieces,  the  lettered 
edge  is  a  Gold  Rush  classic.  This  coin  combines 
high  grade  with  excellent  eye  appeal .  34,500 

Historical  notes:  In  September  1850  Congress  authorized 
the  secretary  of  the  T reasury  to  contract  with  a  well-established 
assaying  business  in  California  to  affix  the  stamp  of  the  United 
States  to  bars  and  ingots,  to  assay  gold,  and  assign  value  to  it. 
Moffat  &  Company,  the  most  respected  of  the  San  Francisco 
coiners,  received  the  commission.  Appointed  to  the  position  of 
United  States  assayer  was  Augustus  Humbert,  a  New  York  City 
maker  of  watch  cases.  In  preparation  for  the  new  franchise,  in 
late  1850,  Moffat  &  Co.  curtailed  most  of  their  private  business 
and  prepared  to  issue  coins  under  the  government  contract. 
New  premises  were  secured  on  Montgomery  Street  between 
Clay  and  Commercial  streets.  The  Daily  Alta  California  pub¬ 
lished  this  advertisement  on  January  29, 1851: 

"UNITED  STATES  ASSAY  OFFICE.  We  give  notice  that 
on  or  about  the  first  of  February  ensuing  we  will  be  prepared 
to  receive  gold  dust  for  smelting  and  assaying,  and  forming 
the  same  into  ingots  and  bars,  in  accordance  with  our  recent 
contract  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  authorized  by  act 
of  (  ongress  approved  September  50, 1850,  under  the  supervi¬ 


sion  of  the  United  States  Assayer,  Augustus  Humbert,  Esq., 
who  will  cause  the  United  States  stamp  to  be  affixed  to  the 
same.  MOFFAT  &  CO." 

On  January  30  or  31, 1851,  Augustus  Humbert  arrived  in 
San  Francisco.  At  the  same  time  the  first  octagonal  $50  gold 
piece  bearing  Jus  stamp  was  shown  to  the  press,  probably  in 
the  form  of  a  trial  piece  brought  from  New  York.  The  Pacific 
News,  February  1, 1851  noted  that  "the  dies  for  this  purpose— 
the  striking  of  the  $50  pieces  —  have  been  procured,  and  the 
first  coin  produced  by  them  was  shown  us  yesterday."  It  is 
unlikely  that  gold  $50  pieces  were  struck  in  San  Francisco  by 
Humbert  from  California  metal  at  this  early  date. 

On  February  14,  1851  San  Francisco  Prices  Current  con¬ 
tained  an  article  relating  to  the  $50  slugs,  indicating  their 
regular  production  was  about  to  begin:  "The  above  cut  repre¬ 
sents  the  obverse  of  the  United  States  ingot,  or,  rather,  coin,  of 
the  value  of  $50,  about  to  be  issued  at  the  Government  Assay 
Office.  It  is  precisely  of  this  size  and  shape. . . .  The  reverse  side 
bears  an  impression  of  rayed  work  without  any  inscription. 
Upon  the  edges  following:  'Augustus  Humbert  United  States 
Assayer— California  Gold  1851.'...  The  $50  pieces  will  be  of 
uniform  value,  and  will  be  manufactured  in  the  same  manner 
as  coins....  By  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury  these 
ingots  and  coin  are  to  be  received  for  duties  and  other  dues  to 
the  United  States  government,  and  our  bankers,  we  are  ad¬ 
vised,  will  receive  them  at  their  stamped  value.  This  will 
produce  an  important  change  in  the  monetary  affairs  here, 
gold  dust  will  immediately  go  up,  and  as  a  necessary  conse¬ 
quence  foreign  and  domestic  [Eastern]  exchange  will  lie  at  a 
premium  5  to  7%...." 

The  Daily  Alta  California  commented  on  the  new  $50 
pieces  on  February  21, 1851:  "The  new  $50  gold  piece. .  .was 
issued  by  Moffat  &  Co.  yesterday.  About  300  of  these  pieces 
have  already  been  struck  off. . . .  The  coin  is  peculiar,  contain¬ 
ing  only  one  face,  and  the  eagle  in  the  center,  around  which 
are  the  words  'UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA.'  Just  over 
the  eagle  is  stamped  "887  THOUS."  signifying  the  fineness  of 
the  gold.  At  the  bottom  is  stamped  '50  DOLLS.'  The  other 
face  is  ornamented  with  a  kind  of  work  technically  called 
engine-turning,  being  a  number  of  radii  extending  from  the 
common  center,  in  which  is  stamped,  in  small  figures,  '50.' 
Around  the  edge  is  stamped  the  name  of  the  United  States 
Assayer....'' 

Edgar  H.  Adams  noted  that  it  was  supposed  that  the 
variety  with  the  letters  "D  C"  on  the  obverse  and  "50"  on  the 
reverse  was  the  first  issue.  The  account  in  the  Daily  Alta 
California  would  seem  to  indicate  another  variety.  Comment¬ 
ing  on  this,  Adams  wrote:  "So  far  as  is  known,  the  variety  with 
the  '50'  in  the  center  of  the  reverse  has  always  been  accompa¬ 
nied  by  an  obverse  showing  the  letters  'D  C,'  [for  "Dollars" 
and  "Cents,"  value  to  be  filled  in]  which  is  still  believed  to  t>e 
the  first  variety  issued.  But  according  to  the  Alta  California  the 
$50  ingots  described  by  it  were  stamped  '50  DOLLS,'  which 
style  of  obverse,  so  far  as  we  know,  always  accompanies  the 
reverse  with  the '50'  omitted.  If  our  recollection  is  correct,  the 
cut  in  the  Prices  Current  [a  reference  to  the  previously  quoted 
article],  showed  the  'D  C’  variety.  Therefore,  as  this  appeared 
on  February  14,  and  the  Alta  California  account  on  February  21, 
it  may  be  that  both  varieties  of  obverse  were  struck  within  this 
period,  and  that  there  was  such  a  variety  as  mentioned  in  the 
latter  account.  However,  there  is  also  a  chance  for  a  mistake  on 
the  part  of  the  newspaper  writer,  especially  if  both  varieties  of 
$50  ingots  had  been  made  at  that  time.  Such  a  trifling  die 


difference  would  not  be  apparent  to  him  " 

The  later  varieties  with  thedenonunation  marked  "FIFTY 
DOLLS”  had  the  value  as  part  of  the  die  and,  presumably, 
replaced  the  very  early  issues  (such  as  the  coin  offered  in  this 
lot)  which  had  the  value  and  fineness  individually  hand 
punched.  From  the  preceding,  it  seems  reasonable  to  conclude 
that  the  coin  here  offered  was  part  of  the  group  released  on 
February  20, 1 851,  and  that  later  pieces  were  all  of  the  "DOLLS" 
type.  In  the  first  quarter  of  1851  the  Moffat-Humbert  coiners 
produced  $530,000  worth  of  pieces.  This  is  equal  to  10,600  $50 
pieces.  It  further  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  only  a  few 
of  the  style  with  the  "50"  value,  "880"  or  "887"  fineness,  and 
eight  edge  segments  hand  stamped  were  made,  and  that  late 
February'  and  all  March  pieces  were  of  the  type  with  the  value 
and  fineness  in  the  die  and  with  reeded  edge. 

To  emphasize  the  character  of  the  $50  pieces  with  the 
hand-stamped  features,  we  mention  that  these  processes  were 
needed  to  create  them: 

1.  The  obverse  and  reverse  motifs  were  stamped  from  a 
pair  of  dies. 

2-4.  The  fineness  was  hand-stamped  on  the  obverse  with 
three  separate  numeral  punches. 

5.  The  value  (50)  was  hand-stamped  on  the  obverse, 
possibly  from  a  single  punch  (but  this  is  not  verified). 

6-13.  In  eight  separate  operations  each  of  the  eight  edge 
faces  was  stamped  with  a  logotype  punch. 

Thus,  it  took  1 3  steps  to  create  one  of  the  early  $50  pieces 
Later  coins  with  the  fineness  and  value  in  the  die  and  with 
reeded  edge  were  struck  in  a  single  operation 

While  the  federal  standard  for  gold  coinage  was  900/ 1  (XXI 
fine,  in  San  Francisco  in  1851  this  was  difficult  to  attain  with 
the  refining  processes  then  in  use,  and  the  Humbert  coinage 
was  of  two  finenesses,  880  and  887,  the  latter  coins  being 
slightly  lighter  in  overall  weight  due  to  the  smaller  proportion 
of  alloy.  By  1852,  coins  of  900  fineness  were  being  made,  but 
other  finenesses  (884  and  887)  were  employed  as  well  The 
remaining  alloy  was  native  silver  (whereas  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  standard,  copper  was  used). 

Although  the  Humbert  $50  pieces  were  clearly  produced 
under  government  auspices,  and  although  they  were  receiv¬ 
able  for  U.S.  customs  payment  in  San  Francisco,  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  on  April  23, 1851,  Mint  Director  George  N  Eckert  per¬ 
versely  (it  would  seem)  stated  that  while  Augustus  Humbert 
was  the  United  States  Assayer  in  California,  his  stamping  of 
bars  for  owners  of  bullion  did  not  make  them  legal  tender 

Patterns 


Notable  1875  Pattern  20c 
P-1546  in  Silver 


1875  pattern  twenty-cent  piece.  P-1546,  J-1403.  Rat 
ity-6.  Liberty  by  the  Seashore.  Proof -6.3  (1\  Y  iS). 
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Silver.  Plain  edge.  Mottled  obverse  with  steel 
blue,  amber,  and  light  green.  The  reverse  is 
mostly  light  gold  and  blue.  A  number  of  light 
hairlines  and  other  abrasions  are  present,  mostly 
on  the  obverse.  As  a  class,  pattern  20C  pieces  are 
quite  scarce . 5,095 


1880  Metric  Pattern  $1 
P-1848  in  Silver 


1880  pattern  dollar.  P-1848,  J-1648.  Rarity-6+.  8/7. 
Metric  reverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded 
edge.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning.  The  ob¬ 
verse  is  deeply  mirrorlike.  The  reverse,  upon 
close  examination,  shows  some  planchet  prepa¬ 
ration  lines  at  the  center,  as  made.  Surfaces  on 
the  reverse  are  brilliant,  with  a  delicate  hint  of 
gold . 6,350 


Comments  from  Howard  S. 

Hello... Your  latest  catalogue  ar¬ 
rived  today.  Absolutely  stunning!  Fan¬ 
tastic! 

Most  of  us  will  never  be  able  to  own 
collectibles  pictured  and  described... 
However,  these  catalogues  offer  a  de¬ 
lightful  alternative  and  they  don't  have 
to  be  locked  in  a  vault  or  safety  deposit 
box!  They  can  be  enjoyed,  anytime... 
anywhere... 

An  observation:  our  public  libraries 
here  (18  totally  around  the  city)  do  not 
have  publications  that  even  come  close 
to  your  catalogues...  I  realize  you're 
not  in  the  business  of  giving  away  cata¬ 
logues  that  are  obviously  very  expen¬ 
sive  to  produce,  but  for  sure,  as  refer¬ 
ence,  these  would  be  exceptionally 
well  received... maybe  a  mailing  to  li¬ 
brary  purchasers  would  be 
valuable. ..plus  it's  a  nice  advertising 
outlet. 

Now  that  I've  seen  a  sample  I  must 
subscribe.  Also,  I  look  forward  to  get¬ 
ting  the  price  lists  after  each  auction. 


1880  Goloid  Metric  Pattern  $1 
P-1851  in  Goloid  or  Related  Alloy 


1880  pattern  dollar.  P-1851,  J-1651.  Rarity-6.  Metric 
reverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Goloid  metric  dollar. 
Reeded  edge.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  Delicate 
toning.  The  reverse  shows  some  slight  traces  of 
light  striking  at  the  center,  not  unusual  for  the 
issue . 5,095 

Counterstamped  Coins 

1807/6  large  cent.  Sheldon-273.  Counterstamped  on 
the  obverse.  Crossed  arrows,  with  crown  above 
all  in  oval  punch.  F-15 . 295 

California  Cent  Counterstamp 

1810/9  large  cent.  Sheldon-281.  Brunk-Unlisted. 
Counterstamped  N.  Talbot  &  Co. /Shaw's  Flat 
on  the  obverse.  Date  of  counterstamping  not 
known.  VF-20 .  1,495 

Tokens,  Medals,  Etc. 

Augustus  B.  Sage  token,  circa  autumn  1858.  MS-60. 
On  the  obverse  is  a  representation  of  a  structure 
engulfed  in  flames,  with  the  inscription  Crystal 
Palace,  built  1853  Burnt  1858.  The  reverse  has  a 
Wreath  on  the  periphery  with  the  inscription 
All  is  Vanity.  No  1.  Aug.  B.  Sage  Odds  and  Ends, 
one  of  three  motifs  created  by  Sage  and  en¬ 
graved  by  George  H.  Lovett  for  this  ephemeral 
series . 95 

Augustus  B.  Sage  token.  VF.  On  the  obverse  is  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  City  Hall  on  Wall  Street,  New  York 
City,  with  the  inscription  Erected  in  1700  Demol¬ 
ished  1812.  On  the  reverse  is  the  inscription  A  Brit¬ 
ish  Prison  During  the  Revolution.  No.  2.  Aug.  B.  Sage 
Historical  Tokens . 35 

Augustus  B.  Sage  token  circa  1859.  MS-63  PL.  On  the 
obverse  is  a  structure  with  the  relevant  inscription 
Washington's  Headquarters,  at  Valley  Forge.  The  re¬ 
verse  has  a  serpent  in  the  center  with  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  Don't  Tread  on  Me,  I  have  Dangerous  Fangs.  No 
11.  Aug.  B.  Sage  Historical  Tokens . 69 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
603-569-5319 
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Libertas  Americana  Medal 


1781  Betts-615.  Libertas  Americana  medal  in  copper. 
Proof-60.  A  lovely,  far  above  average  specimen, 
with  rich  glossy  brown  Proof  surface  and  superb 
detail  —  a  specimen  that  is  in  the  top  20%,  quality- 
wise,  of  the  copper  impressions  we  have  handled 
over  the  years.  Numismatic  Americana  at  its  fin¬ 
est!  . 3,795 

The  dies  were  engraved  in  Paris  in  1782  by  Augustin 
Dupre  at  the  behest  of  Benjamin  Franklin.  Selected  correspon¬ 
dence  on  the  matter,  to  and  from  Franklin,  is  quoted  below. 

Benjamin  Franklin  conceived  the  idea  of  the  Libertas 
Americana  medal  and  suggested  the  motifs.  Robert  R. 
Livingston  suggested  the  mottoes.  A  French  artist,  Esprit- 
Antoine  Gibelin,  sketched  the  design,  and  the  work  was 
executed  in  die  form  in  1882  by  Augustin  Dupre.  It  seems  that 
at  least  two  gol  d  specimens  were  struck,  these  being  presented 
to  the  king  and  queen  of  France,  only  a  few  silver  coins 
(including  to  the  French  ministers),  and  a  fairly  large  number 
of  copper  impressions,  the  latter  including  one  for  each  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  American  Congress. 

Obverse:  The  inscription  LIBERTAS  AMERICANA  is  in 
an  arc  above,  4  JU1L.  1776  is  in  the  exergue  below.  At  the  center 
is  the  head  of  Libertas  Americana,  a.k.a.  Miss  Liberty,  facing  left, 
with  rich  tresses  of  hair  flowing  behind,  set  against  a  liberty 
cap  on  pole.  The  top  of  the  pole  is  seen  below  her  neck,  and  the 
end  of  the  pole  with  cap  behind  her  hair  to  the  upper  right. 

Reverse:  With  inscription  NON  SINE  DI1S  ANIMOSUS 
INFANS  (the  infant  is  not  bold  without  divine  aid)  above,  17 
OCT.  1777  and  19  OCT.  1781.  The  allegorical  motif  on  the 
reverse  is  a  fine  example  of  the  engraver's  art.  Minerva,  clad  in 
breastplate  and  plumed  helmet,  holds  a  shield  bearing  the 
fleur  de  lis  of  France.  The  infant  Hercules  (representing  the 
new  American  nation)  kneels  in  the  protective  shadow  of 
Minerva's  shield,  grasping  a  strangled  serpent  in  each  tiny  fist. 
The  reptiles  represent  the  defeats  of  General  "Gentleman 
johnny"  Burgoyne  (17  October,  1777)  and  General  George 
Cornwallis  (19  October,  1781).  The  British  lion  stands,  fore¬ 
paws  upon  Minerva's  shield.  Its  tail  is  between  its  rear  legs,  a 
heraldic  signal  of  cowardice  or  defeat,  as,  indeed,  it  may  also 
be  in  nature.  In  some  19th-century  accounts  (citations  on 
request  to  the  successfu  1  bidder)  this  particu  la  r  breed  of  cat  has 
been  called  incorrectly  a  leopard  or  a  panther. 

Franklin's  involvement:  The  following  letters  to  and 
from  Benjamin  Franklin  are  from  jared  Sparks,  Franklin  s 
Works,  as  quoted  bv  William  Sumner  Appleton,  American 
journal  of  Numismatics,  November  1867,  pp.  63-64: 

From  Benjamin  Franklin,  who  is  in  France  at  the  time,  to 
Robert  R.  Livingston,  March  4, 1782: 

"This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  medal  I  have  had  a  mind  to 
strike,  since  the  late  great  event  you  gave  me  an  account  of, 
representing  the  United  States  bv  the  figure  of  an  infant 
Hercules  in  his  cradle,  strangling  the  two  serpents:  and  France 
by  that  of  Minerva,  sitting  bv  as  his  nurse,  with  her  spear  and 
helmet,  and  her  robe  specked  with  a  few  flcurs  de  lis  I  lie 
extinguishing  of  two  entire  armies  in  one  war  is  w  hat  has 
rarely  happened,  and  it  gives  a  presage  ot  the  future  force  ot 
our  growing  empire  ." 

Franklin  to  Sir  William  Jones,  March  17,  1783 

"The  engraving  of  my  medal,  which  you  know  was 
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projected  before  the  peace,  is  but  |ust  finished.  None  are  yet 
struck  in  hard  metal,  but  will  be  in  a  few  days.  In  the  meantime, 
having  this  good  opportunity  bv  Mr  Penn,  1  send  vou  one  of 
the  epreuves.  You  will  see  that  I  have  profited  by  some  of  your 
ideas,  and  adopted  the  mottoes  you  were  so  kind  as  to  fur¬ 
nish." 

Franklin  to  the  Grand  Master  of  Malta,  April  6,  1783 
(which,  among  other  things,  indicates  the  prestige  of  a  s ilver 
striking  and  the  possibility,  which  never  saw  fruition,  of 
adding  COMIT1A  AMERICANA  to  the  die  for  later  strikings): 

"My  Lord,  1  have  the  honor  to  address  to  your  Eminent 
Highness  the  medal,  which  1  have  lately  had  struck.  It  is  a 
homage  of  gratitude,  my  Lord,  which  is  due  to  the  interest  you 
have  taken  in  our  cause;  and  we  no  less  owe  it  to  your  virtues, 
and  to  your  Eminent  Highness's  wise  administration  of  gov¬ 
ernment." 

Franklin  to  Livingston,  April  15, 1783: 

"I  have  caused  to  be  struck  here  the  medal  which  I 
formerly  mentioned  to  you,  the  design  of  which  you  seemed 
to  approve.  I  enclose  one  of  them  in  silver,  for  the  President  of 
Congress,  and  one  in  copper  for  yourself;  the  impression  in 
copper  is  thought  to  appear  best,  and  you  will  soon  receive  a 
number  for  the  members.  I  have  presented  one  to  the  King, 
and  another  to  the  Queen,  both  in  gold,  and  one  in  silver  to 
each  of  the  ministers,  as  a  monumental  acknowledgment, 
which  may  go  down  to  future  ages,  of  the  obligations  we  are 
under  to  this  nation.  It  is  mighty  well  received,  and  gives 
general  pleasure.  If  the  Congress  approve  it,  as  I  hope  they 
will,  I  may  add  something  on  the  die  (for  those  to  be  struck 
hereafter)  to  show  that  it  was  done  by  their  order,  which  I 
could  not  venture  to  do  until  I  had  authority  for  it." 

Rohan,  Grand  Master  of  Malta,  to  Franklin,  June  21, 1783; 
it  is  seen  that  Rohan,  like  many  Frenchmen  of  the  time,  had  his 
own  cabinet  of  medals: 

"Sir,  I  received  with  the  most  lively  sensibility  the  medal, 
which  your  Excellency  sent  me,  and  the  value  I  set  upon  this 
acquisition  leaves  my  gratitude  unbounded.  This  monument 
of  American  liberty  has  a  distinguished  place  in  my  cabinet." 

Letter  from  Franklin  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
Congress,  September  13, 1783: 

"lam  happy  to  hear  that  both  the  device  and  workmanship 
of  the  medal  are  approved  with  you,  as  they  have  the  good 
fortune  to  be  by  the  best  judges  on  this  side  of  the  water.  It  has 
been  esteemed  a  well-timed,  as  well  as  a  well-merited,  compli¬ 
ment  here,  and  has  its  good  effects.  Since  the  two  first  which  you 
mention  as  received,  1  have  sent  by  different  opportunities  so 
many,  as  that  every  member  of  Congress  might  have  one.  I  hope 
they  are  come  safe  to  hand  by  this  time." 

The  Libertas  Americana  tradition:  This  beautiful  ob¬ 
verse  personification  of  Liberty  was  copied,  to  some  extent,  by 
Joseph  Wright  and  other  early  United  States  Mint  engravers 
for  federal  copper  coinage  of  the  1793-17%  era.  In  later  times 
the  motif  continued  to  be  admired.  Inspired  by  the  design,  the 
combination  of  the  liberty  cap  and  Miss  Liberty  appeared  in 
other  forms  as  well,  including  Christian  Gobrecht's  silver 
coinage  of  the  1830s,  extending  for  some  denominations  to 
1891,  and  on  many  patterns,  medals,  and  other  productions.  In 
the  1870s,  J.A.  Bolen  produced  his  own  version  which  was 
employed  on  certain  store  cards  and  recopied  for  use  on  Cen¬ 
tennial  Exhibition  related  items,  possibly  distributed  by  that 
curious  numismatic  character,  John  Kline. 

In  the  1970s  Chief  Engraver  Frank  Gasparro  produced  a 
version  of  the  Liberty  Cap  motif  which  at  the  time  was  consid¬ 
ered  for  use  on  the  metallic  dollar  and  was  enthusiastically 
endorsed  by  the  numismatic  community  (however,  the  Susan 
B  Anthony  motif  was  used);  an  earlier  version  of  Gasparro's 
Liberty  Cap  design  had  appeared  on  an  ANA  medal,  in  which 
connection  he  worked  with  AN  A  executive  director  Ed  Rochette. 

In  numismatic  circles,  the  desirability  of  the  Libertas 
Americana  medal -typically  encountered  in  copper -was 
recognized  at  an  early  date,  even  before  the  hobby  became 
organized  (more  or  less)  circa  1857-1860  Many  examples 
could  he  given,  but  these  two  will  suffice: 

7hus,  in  the  catalogued  sale  conducted  by  Horatio  Hill 
(169  Broadway,  New  York  City),  April  22-23, 1848,  of  books, 
maps,  and  medals  of  the  late  D.B  Worden,  of  Paris,  which  had 


become  the  property  of  the  State  of  New  York,  numismatic- 
items  included  an  Libertas  Americana  medal. 

The  Documentary  History  of  the  State  of  New  York,  by  E.B 
O'  Callaghan,  M.D.,  published  in  four  volumes  in  1850  by  Weed, 
Parsons  &  Co.,  Albany,  NY,  included  some  information  on 
numismatics.  Chapter  XXIII, "  Medals  and  Coins,"  featured  three 
plates  of  coins  engraved  and  separately  printed  by  J.E.  Gavit. 
Among  the  items  depicted  was  a  Libertas  Americana  medal. 

In  the  American  journal  of  Numismatics,  October  188,  p.  31, 
Hon.  George  M.  Parsons  commented  concerning  the  medal: 

"The  obverse  shows  a  beautiful  head  of  Libert)’  in  bold 
relief.  On  the  shoulder  is  a  staff  which  b  ears  at  the  end  the 
Phrygian  cap.  During  the  French  Revolution,  which  followed 
in  1789,  this  cap  became  the  emblem  of  republicanism.  The 
same  device  was  afterwards  adopted  for  some  of  the  early 
American  copper  coins;  it  was  never  replaced  by  anything 
more  beautiful...." 

About  the  engraver:  Augustin  Dupre  was  born  in  St 
Etienne,  province  Loire,  France,  on  October  6,  1748.  As  a 
young  man  he  was  an  apprentice  in  the  making  of  firearms, 
where,  among  other  skills,  he  learned  engraving.  In  1768  he 
moved  to  Paris,  where  he  worked  under  an  engraver  and  die 
sinker,  soon  becoming  recognized  for  his  own  expertise.  In 
addition,  he  did  chasing  and  engraving  work  on  jewelry,  objets 
d'art,  and  sculpture,  some  of  this  in  the  employ  of  Jacques 
Clamier.  His  artistry  on  an  elegantly  decorated  and  embel¬ 
lished  writing  desk  for  the  Empress  Maria  Louisa  attracted 
wide  admiration. 

Soon,  he  focused  upon  medallic  art,  and  in  time  he 
achieved  great  fame.  His  work  included  portraits  of  Louis 
XVI,  Napoleon,  and  other  famous  French  personages,  as  well 
as  work  on  coinage  dies.  In  1791  he  was  named  as  the  engraver 
general  at  the  Paris  Mint,  which  during  that  era  was  known 
worldwide  for  the  artistry  of  its  products.  It  was  natural  that 
during  and  after  the  American  Revolution,  the  Paris  Mint 
would  be  the  source  for  medals  of  a  high  order  of  artistry,  as 
there  was  little  capability  in  the  United  States  for  engraving 
and,  in  particular,  for  striking  large-format  pieces. 

In  1889  sketches  by  him  were  donated  by  his  family  to  the 
Boston  Public  Library  and,  per  an  item  in  the  American  Journal 
of  Numismatics,  included  "some  of  his  original  drawings, 
models,  dies,  and  essays,  relating  to  work  done  on  medals  for 
the  United  States,  and  more  especially  in  reference  to  the 
medals  of  Franklin. 

1833  Low-72.  Rarity-6.  Francis  Brigham.  AU-50. 

Cheapside,  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  token. 
A  lovely  specimen  of  this  issue,  perennially  a  fa¬ 
vorite  rarity,  depicting  as  it  does  a  long  row  of 
storefronts  in  this  whaling  port . 1,095 

Brigham  was  an  entrepreneur  and  engaged  in  pursuits 
ranging  from  dentistry  to  retailing,  in  the  jack-of-all-trades 
style  of  certain  other  figures  who  were  memorialized  by 
tokens  and  other  numismatic  items  ( e.g Lewis  Feuchtwanger 
at  the  high  end,  Dr.  G.G.  Wilkins  at  the  low  end). 

1833  L-73.  Francis  Brigham.  Cheapside,  New  Bedford 
Token.  VF-30.  From  the  Garrett  sale.  Lot  1155.  325 
1835  L-176.  HT-434.  Gustin  &  Blake.  Chelsea,  Ver¬ 
mont.  G-VG  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Retouched  re¬ 
verse  die.  Soft  brown  surfaces . 590 

1789  Washington  cent.  Baker-14,  Kenney-7.  Robinson 

copy.  MS-63  BN . 379 

Circa  (1868)  Baker-251.  Washington  medalet  by 
George  H.  Lovett.  Grant  and  Washington.  Proof- 
65  RD.  Very  scarce;  first  we  have  offered,  to  our 
recollection . 325 

Washington /Confederate  Cent  Muling 
Undated  (c.1792).  Washington  head  Confederate 
cent  muling.  The  only  one  struck,  this  is  an  old 
friend"  and  was  featured  in  one  of  our  catalogues 
decades  ago!  Recently,  we  bought  it  back  Now, 
you  can  buy  it  from  us  for .  24,000 


1792  Dickeson  Cent 

1792  Dickeson  "cent."  MS-64  KB  A  splendid  spec  i 
men  of  this  "1792  trial  piece,"  actually  made 
circa  the  1860s  from  an  embossed  revenue  stamp 
die.  Dr.  Montroville  W  Dickeson  was  the  pro¬ 
genitor.  An  attractive  and  perennially’  interesting 
issue . 1,795 

In  June,  1882.,  Mason 's  Coin  Collectors  Herald  Vol  IV, 
Ebenezer  Locke  Mason,  Jr.,  included  this  reminiscence  ot 
Dickeson  and  others: 

"Strange  numismatic  coincidences  occur  at  times,  and 
strange  incidents  are  not  infrequent  in  the  career  of  a  numis¬ 
matist  In  the  spring  of  1860  the  writer  was  searching  for  a 
suitable  store  on  one  of  the  leading  thoroughfares  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  open  business  as  a  coin  dealer  After  several  davs  of 
fruitless  efforts  to  locate  in  just  the  right  spot,  a  friend  sug¬ 
gested  North  2nd  Street  as  a  suitable  locality,  where  the 
country  people  with  their  wagons  lined  the  sidewalks  twice  a 
week  to  dispose  of  the  products  of  their  farms  With  this  hint, 
the  embryo  coin  dealer  started  from  the  center  of  the  city  and 
walked  north  on  the  west  side  about  two  miles  without 
finding  a  store  suitable  for  his  business;  but  upon  returning 
south  on  the  east  side,  just  below  Buttonwood  Street,  his  eyes 
met  a  huge  placard  in  the  bulk  window  of  an  antique  looking 
store,  announcing  'This  Store  to  Let,  Apply  at  211  Lombard 
Street.' 

"Losing  no  time  in  applying,  he  succeeded  in  securing  the 
store  for  one  year;  but  preliminary  to  the  payment  of  the  rent 
the  landlord  inquired  for  what  purpose  the  store  was  wanted  — 
'for  the  coin  business,'  was  the  reply. 

"This  was  the  first  interview  we  had  and  the  first  time  we 
had  heard  of  Montroville  W.  Dickeson,  M.D.,  a  coin  collector 
of  some  30  years  standing,  and  the  author  of  a  large  Com 
Manual  that  had  appeared  the  previous  year.  Strange  that  after 
so  long  a  search,  the  coin  dealer  should  happen  to  rent  a  store 
of  a  numismatist  and  find  in  the  landlord  the  first  patron  at  his 
place  of  business.  In  a  few  days  we  opened  out,  displaying  the 
numismatic  treasures  we  had  been  gathering  for  several  years, 
and  Doctor  Dickeson  had  the  first  pick  from  the  Washington's, 
the  '93,'99s,'04s,  &,  and  at  prices  that  were  deemed  fabulous 
by  the  inexperienced  dealer,  receiving  as  he  did  $1  each  for 
good  pieces  of  the  dates  named,  which  scarcely  cost  over  two 
cents  apiece  in  their  collection.  Here  in  the  little  2nd  Street 
store  we  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Davis,  Fewsnuth,  Nevil, 
Faaet,  Brechemin,  Gronberry,  Smith,  Carpenter,  Warner, 
Wilkins  and  hundreds  of  others;  some  of  whom  have  been 
patrons  of  ours  from  that  time  to  the  present 

"In  this  little  store  a  Granby  copper  was  picked  up  for  ten 
cents,  the  dealer  being  ignorant  of  its  value  Here  also  Faaet 
purchased  of  us  a  pair  of  uncirculated  1851  and  1852  U  S 
dollars  for  $5  each.  Here  was  offered  by  young  Eckfeldt  three 
genuine  U.S.  1804  dollars  at  $70  each,  and  nearly  all  the  rare 
half  cents  in  dozens  of  duplicates  were  purchased  Here  also 
Wm.  F.  Packer,  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  resorted  to 
complete  his  valuable  collection  Here  the  late  J  J  Micklev 
visited  and  passed  hours  of  social  intercourse,  and  at  this  com 
rendezvous  many  happy  hours  were  spent  w  ith  the  collectors 
of  'auld  lang  syne.'" 

"Grand  Series  of  National  Medals" 
Events  in  British  History 
Silver  Proofs  in  Book-Style  Case 

1820  "Grand  Series  of  National  Medals"  published 
by  Janies  Mudic,  himself  an  engraver  This  loveh 
set  of  large  silver  medals,  arranged  in  two  large 
velvet  drawers  within  an  ornate  red  case,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  original  book-stvle  catalogue 
listing  the  subscribers,  is  one  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  medallic  sets  we  have  ever  offered  Original 
subscribers  to  the  set  started  with  His  Majest\ 
King  George  IV  and  included  many  other  lunu 
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naries  (see  notes).  The  set  showcased  the  works  of 
various  engravers,  who  cut  dies  for  subjects  sug¬ 
gested  by  Vludie,  the  engravers  including  Brenet, 
Dubois,  Mills,  Webb,  and  William  Wyon,  among 
others.  Each  medal  is  carefully  done,  from  dies 
with  excellent  detail  (each  is  a  treat  to  study  un¬ 
der  magnification,  which  we  spent  a  pleasant 
hour  doing).  Proofs,  mirror  finish,  some  light  han¬ 
dling  marks.  Attractive  light  toning.  A  splendid 
set  that  would  make  a  fantastic  display  in  an  of¬ 
fice  or  cabinet  of  curiosities  —  the  latter  being  how 
such  sets  were  displayed  in  country  houses, 
castles,  or  even  John  Allan's  (see  below)  town 
house  in  New  York  City.  Includes  40  medals,  41.1 
mm.  each,  two  drawers,  fitted  case  with  gold 
embossing  on  cover,  and  original  accompanying 
bound  catalogue  or  book . 19,500 

Only  three  Americans  were  subscribers  to  this  set  in  1820: 
"Allan,  John,  Esq.  United  States,"  Mr.  Paine  (New  York),  and 
Thomas  Lyman,  Esq.  ("United  States"). 

Other  subscribers  included  His  Majesty  George  IV,  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Sussex,  and  a  list  of  other  royal  and  state  personages. 
It  seemed  that  no  British  palace  or  country  estate  would  have 
been  complete  without  a  set!  Other  patrons,  obscure  and  well 
known,  included  these  selected  listings:  "Miss  Scott,  Rose 
Cottage,  Cobham,"  Lieutenant  General  Duncan  Campbell 
(who  ordered  three  full  sets);  the  partnership  of  Zanetti  and 
Agnew,  Manchester,  who  ordered  six  sets;  Messrs.  Marsh  & 
Co.,  Bankers;  Messrs.  Thomason  and  Jones,  of  Birmingham, 
two  sets,  Thomason  being  a  well-known  engraver  of  the 
period;  William  Wyon,  distinguished  engraver  at  the  Royal 
Mint,  London.  Quantity  purchasers  included  Messrs.  Solomon 
and  Lewis,  location  not  given,  50  sets;  Mr.  M.  Young,  location 
not  given,  55  sets;  and  Mr.  Whiteaves  of  Fleet  Street,  London, 
who  signed  up  for  an  amazing  93  sets.  Remarkable  for  their 
absence  are  collectors  and  engravers  from  France,  perhaps  due 
to  the  political  difficulties  between  England  and  France  in 
recent  times.  However,  Mrs.  Brown,  otherwise  unidentified,  is 
listed  from  Paris,  as  is  LeBaron  Denon,  described  as  "late 
director  of  the  Louvre." 

Trio  of  desirable  1876  Danish  medals:  •  Baker-426A. 
Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Weight:  1010.6  grains.  Diam¬ 
eter:  52.7  mm.  Proof.  Rich  chocolate  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  traces  of  gold,  russet,  and  blue  toning 
in  the  fields.  Reflective  obverse  fields,  while  the 
reverse  is  more  satiny  with  subdued  lustre  •  B- 
426  for  type.  Gilt  bronze  (unlisted  in  Baker). 
Plain  edge.  Weight:  1069.8  grains.  Diameter: 
52.7  mm.  Proof.  Bright  golden  surfaces  with 
pleasing  reflectivity  in  the  fields.  The  devices 
are  bold  and  satiny.  Some  Light  hairlines  are 
noted  •  B-426B.  White  metal.  Plain  edge. 
Weight:  771.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof. 
Brilliant  surfaces  with  deeply  mirrored  fields 
presenting  a  strong  cameo  contrast  between  the 
satiny  silver  devices.  A  beautiful  threesome 
counted  by  some  among  the  most  beautiful 
Washington  medals  of  their  era.  Stuck  for  the 
1876  Centennial  Exhibition.  Designed,  prepared 
and  published  by  Danish  men,  F.  Schmahlfeld, 
H.  Ophlrik,  and  V.  Christesen . 1,150 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our  prede¬ 
cessor  firm.  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  commis¬ 
sioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known  Rochester, 
NY,  die-sinker,  to  create  these  tokens  for  us.  The 
approximate  size  of  a  United  States  large  cent  of 


the  1793-1857  years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each 
token  depicts  on  the  obverse  the  famous 
IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the 
1786-1787  copper  coinage,  "Columbia"  being  a 
representation  of  "America."  The  reverse  depicts 
an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch  and  is  derived 
from  the  design  used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold 
coin.  Examples  are  with  "antiqued"  finish  as 
made.  Dave  Bowers  discovered  a  little  box  full  of 
these.  Each  $9.95,  25  for . 149 

Hawaiian  Coins 


Choice  1883  Hawaii  IOC 

1883  Hawaiian  10<t.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant;  rare  so 
nice.  This  and  other  circulation  strike  Hawaiian 
silver  coins  of  1883  were  struck  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  but  no  one  thought  to  add  an  S  mint- 
mark . 1,695 

Miscellany 


Impressive  "Wheel  of  Fortune" 

Casino  Device 

Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  "wheel  of  for¬ 
tune"  made  by  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in  the 
20th  century— just  the  sort  of  device  that  would 
have  been  used  in  a  casino  in  Reno,  or  high  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  The  wheel,  about  six  feet  in 
diameter,  is  on  its  own  stand  and  is  displayed  in 
a  vertical  position.  The  wheel  is  ornamented  with 
numbers  (resembling  dice  faces)  and  mirrored 
panels  and  is  a  very  impressive  ensemble.  We 
came  across  this  in  an  antique  shop  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  (where  it  still  is),  wrote  a  check  for  it  on  the 
spot,  and  now  offer  it  for  sale.  In  many  years  of 
being  interested  in  antique  gambling  devices, 
we've  encountered  only  one  other  for  sale.  Basi¬ 
cally  "original"  condition,  not  repainted,  altered, 
or  anything  else.  Needs  a  few  touches,  but  is  es¬ 
sentially  pristine.  Ask  for  a  photo!  Offered  f.o.b. 
Massachusetts . 3,450 

1942  "experimental  cent"  related  pieces:  In  1942  the 
United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a  suitable 
replacement  for  the  copper  cent.  Being  a  strategic 
war  material,  copper  was  in  high  demand.  Re¬ 
placement  material  required  various  properties  to 
simulate  copper  as  closely  as  possible.  Private 
companies  were  contacted  to  explore  materials  as 
diverse  as  plastic  and  glass.  Special  dies  were  pre¬ 
pared  for  use  in  the  testing  process.  The  firms  in¬ 
volved  provided  sample  planchets  which  were 
struck  with  these  dies.  We  were  fortunate  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  small  quantity  of  plastic  "Planchets"  or 
disks  which  were  left  over  from  one  of  the  private 
companies  involved.  We  have  two  different  types 
of  material:  general-purpose  phenolic  resin  is  very 
dark  brown,  weighs  10.30  grains  and  has  six  con¬ 
centric  circles  raised  on  each  side.  (40  pieces)  The 
Urea-formaldehyde  plastic  is  olive  and  weighs 


10.76  grains.  These  also  have  six  raised  circles  on 
each  side.  (10  pieces)  Order  either  type,  each  for  59 

Currency 

Pels  "rebus  puzzle"  note  as  featured  in  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  No.  125,  this  being  the  one  we  purchased. 
Crisp  Uncirculated . 375 

1901  $10  United  States  "Bison"  note.  Friedberg-122. 
Serial  #  E54939943.  Fine.  Obverse  with  popular 
bison  motif . 535 

Colonial  New  Jersey  Currency 

1776  New  Jersey.  One  Shilling.  Printed  by  Isaac  Col¬ 
lins,  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  and  dated  1776;  with 
arms  of  Great  Britain,  although  these  notes  (refer¬ 
ring  to  all  offered  in  this  section)  were  produced 
during  the  era  of  independence.  Choice  Crisp 

Uncirculated . 155 

1776  New  Jersey.  18  pence.  Crisp  Uncirculated. .  135 
1776  New  Jersey.  6  shillings.  Crisp  Uncirculated.  195 
1776  New  Jersey.  12  shillings.  Crisp  Uncirculated. 
Signed  by  John  Hart,  who  was  also  a  signatory  to 


the  Declaration  of  Independence . 325 

1776  New  Jersey.  15  shillings.  Gem  Crisp  Uncircu¬ 
lated . 255 

1776  New  Jersey.  £3.  Crisp  Uncirculated . 495 

1776  New  Jersey.  £6.  About  Uncirculated . 695 


A  Brand  Nezv  Lagniappe! 


Our  lagniappes  have  been  so  popu¬ 
lar  that  we  had  another  designed  just 
for  us.  Designed  and  struck  for  us  by 
The  Patrick  Mint,  the  new  obverse  de¬ 
sign  is  styled  after  an  1787  Connecticut 
copper.  This  lagniappe  can  be  yours 
free  with  any  coin  or  book  order  from 
this  issue  totaling  $50  or  more,  as  long 
as  you  request  it  when  placing  your  or¬ 
der.  Or,  it  can  be  purchased  outright 
for  the  low  price  of  just 

$3 

(limit  3  per  client) 
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by  Tom  DcLorey 


Virgil  Brand:  A  Collector  of  Legend 


streets  — two  names  which  mean  the  same 
in  German  and  English.  Blue  Island  also 
was  the  home  of  the  Rock  Island 
Railroad  and  many  of  its  em¬ 
ployees,  who  no  doubt  par¬ 
took  of  some  of  the  product 
of  the  Busch  &  Brand 
brewery.  Virgil's  mother, 
Philippine  Darmstetter, 
whom  Michael  met  while 
in  Detroit,  also  was  of  Ger¬ 
man  descent. 

After  the  Civil  War, 
Brand  and  Busch  dis¬ 
solved  their  partnership, 
with  the  senior  partner 
taking  the  lucrative  Blue 
Island  brewery  and  Brand 
taking  the  Chicago  portion 
of  the  distribution  busi¬ 
ness.  There  he  erected 
both  a  brewery  and  a 
home  in  what  is  now  the 
Gold  Coast  district  inland 
from  the  Oak  Street  Beach, 
only  to  see  both  destroyed  in 
the  great  Chicago  fire  of  Octo¬ 
ber  8-9,  1871. 

The  brewery  was  built  in 
1880,  beyond  the  extent  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  destroyed  by  the  fire,  with  a 
large  house  for  the  Brand  family 
erected  next  door.  Michael  Brand  later 
served  as  both  a  Chicago  alderman  and  an 
Illinois  legislator,  two  positions  guaranteed 
to  give  him  what  is  referred  to  thereabouts 
as  "clout." 

Around  1890,  Michael  merged  his  hold¬ 
ings  (of  which  Virgil  owned  a  one-tenth 
share),  with  several  other  brewing  compa¬ 
nies,  and  then  sold  his  stock  in  the  resulting 
conglomerate  to  a  British  syndicate.  This  left 
the  members  of  the  Brand  family  cash-rich 
with  plenty  of  time  on  their  hands. 


The  following  article  is  from  COINage 
magazine  and  is  reprinted  with  permission.  It 
seems  like  only  yesterday  that  we  conducted  a 
series  of  sales  for  the  Brand  family,  but  our  first 
sale  in  the  series  was  over  15  years  ago!  Tom 
DeLorey,  on  the  staff  of  Harlan  Berk,  Ltd., 
has  been  prominent  in  numismatic  re¬ 
search  for  many  years. 


Brand's  Place  in  Numismatics 

If  you  were  to  ask  100  people  in  our 
hobby  today  to  identify  the  greatest 
coin  collection  ever  assembled  in 
America,  most  would  probably  name 
that  of  the  Garrett  family,  whose  mag¬ 
nificent  multi-generation  collection 
was  auctioned  between  1979  and  1981 
amid  splendid  publicity  in  both  the 
numismatic  and  non-numismatic 
presses. 

The  rest  would  say  that  of  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.,  whose  complete  date- 
and-mintmark  U.S.  gold  coin  collec¬ 
tion  was  auctioned  in  1982  amid  inex¬ 
plicable  anonymity. 

All  would  be  wrong,  though  un¬ 
derstandably  so. 

Virgil  Michael  Brand  assembled  a 
staggering  collection  of  U.S.,  foreign, 
and  ancient  coins  between  1889  and  his 
death  in  1926  that  dwarfed  either  of  the 
two  collections  mentioned  previously  in 
the  sheer  depth  of  its  material  — yet  few 
collectors  alive  today  are  familiar  with 
the  name. 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  it  prob¬ 
ably  can  thank  Q.  David  Bowers  for  pre¬ 
serving  his  memory  in  the  book  Virgil 
Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era  in  1983,  pre¬ 
pared  in  conjunction  with  the  auctioning 
of  a  significant  yet  still  tiny  percentage  of 
the  collection  that  had  been  passed  down 
to  one  of  the  Brand's  nieces  over  the 
years. 


The  Early  Years 

Virgil  Brand  was  bom  on  January  16, 
1862,  in  Blue  Island,  Illinois,  then  an  im¬ 
portant  regional  market  town 
about  18  miles  south-southwest 


of  Chicago  on  the  old  Indian  trail  that 
connected  Chicago  with  Vincennes, 
Indiana  — now  Vincennes  Road. 

His  father,  Michael  Brand,  had  been 
bom  in  Germany  in  1825,  but  fled  the  Con¬ 
tinent  after  the  wave  of  revolutionary  fever 
which  swept  across  Europe  in  1848. 
Michael  settled  temporarily  in  Detroit  be¬ 
fore  moving  on  to  Blue  Island,  where  he 
was  employed  as  a  brewer  in  the  Valentine 
Busch  brewery,  of  which  he  was  eventually 
made  a  partner. 

At  the  time,  Blue  Island  had  a  large  Ger¬ 
man  population,  and  it  still  boasts  the  inter¬ 
section  of  Gruenwald  and  Greenwood 
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Entering  Numismatics 

Around  this  time,  on  June  1, 

1889,  to  be  precise,  Virgil  Brand 
made  his  initial  purchase  of 
coins  —  and  intentionally  or  not  he 
followed  Chicago  master  architect 
Daniel  Burnham's  dictum:  "Make 
no  small  plans!" 

According  to  the  first  of  many 
ledger-sized  books  that  Brand  was 
to  fill  over  the  next  third  of  a  cen¬ 
tury,  the  inaugural  buy  included 
not  one  but  two  1851  Augustus 
Humbert  $50  California  gold 
slugs,  plus  many  foreign  and  an¬ 
cient  gold  coins.  Other  coins  in¬ 
cluded  a  1652-dated  Massachu¬ 
setts  Pine  Tree  shilling,  1793 
Wreath  and  1799  Draped  Bust 
cents,  an  1836  Gobrecht  dollar  and 
a  complete  run  of  silver  and  cop¬ 
per  Proof  sets  from  1872  to  1886. 

For  the  2,607  pieces  bought  in  one  fell 
swoop,  of  which  271  pieces  were  gold, 
Brand  paid  the  magnificent  sum  of  $3,064.06. 

Coin  collecting  had  been  growing  in 
popularity  throughout  the  1880s,  as  may 
be  seen  by  the  huge  (by  19th-century  stan¬ 
dards)  jump  in  Proof  coin  sales  toward  the 
end  of  that  decade. 

The  announced  cessation  of  the  mint¬ 
age  of  $1  and  $3  gold  pieces  and  the  cop¬ 
per-nickel  three-cent  pieces 
in  1889  may  have  in¬ 
spired  Brand  to  join 
the  fun,  or  there 
may  have  been  a 
dozen  other  rea¬ 
sons  that  caused 
him  to  decide  to 
collect.  Being  young, 
healthy,  rich,  enthusi 
astic  and  unmarried  cer¬ 
tainly  did  nothing  to  deter  him. 

According  to  Bowers,  by  the  end  of 
1889  Brand's  journal  already  numbered 
4,512  entries,  some  of  which  may  have 
been  multiple  lots  of  coins. 

One  such  entry  for  1890  included  a 
near-complete  date  set  of  gold  dollars  from 
1849  to  1889  as  one  lot.  Throughout  the  rest 
of  his  life.  Brand  was  never  averse  to  buy¬ 
ing  large  lots  of  coins  as  a  group  to  either 
start  one  collection  or  finish  another  one. 


quired  along  with  a  number  of  1834 
Proof  coins),  plus  two  Brasher  dou¬ 
bloons.... 

Brand  also  owned  one  of  only 
two  1822  half  eagles  ($5  gold  pieces) 
ever  known  to  exist  outside  of  the 
U.S.  Mint  collection.  The  Smithsonian 
has  since  acquired  the  other. for¬ 
merly  collectible 


Photograph  of  the  Zabriskie  Collection  sale  held  by  Hennj 
Chapman  in  Philadelphia  in  June  1909.  The  sale  set  a  new  world 
record  of  $23,203.00  for  one  day.  Virgil  M.  Brand  was  among 
those  in  attendance. 


Indeed,  Bowers  says  of  Brand  that  he  col¬ 
lected  collections,  just  as  you  or  I  collect  in¬ 
dividual  Lincoln  cents  or  Honduran  die 
varieties  one  by  one  by  one. 

Wide  Interests 

No  field  of  numismatics  was  over¬ 
looked  by  Brand.  He  collected  ancient 
coins,  world  coins,  colonial  coins,  pattern 
coins,  and  territorial  coins.  If  something 
nice  was  offered  to  him,  the 
chances  were  that  he 
would  buy  it.  If  an¬ 
other  specimen  of 
the  same  rarity 
were  available 
again  at  a  later 
time,  the  chances 
were  that  he 
would  buy  that 
one,  too. 

In  this  manner,  he  accumulated  a  dozen 
1827  quarters,  both  originals  and  restrikes, 
and  more  than  40  Stellas,  or  $4  gold  pieces 
(out  of  a  total  mintage  of  both  types  and 
both  dates  for  that  denomination  of  only 
450  or  so  pieces). 

Other  famous  rarities  he  acquired  in¬ 
cluded  the  Watters  specimen  of  the  Class  I 
1804  silver  dollar  (thought  to  have  been 
perhaps  the  specimen  originally  prepared 
for  the  Muscat  of  Oman  because  it  was  ac- 


specimen,  giving  it  two  out  of 
three.  The  Brand  specimen  sold  for 
$687,500  as  part  of  the  Louis 
Eliasberg  Collection. 

Neither  did  Brand  neglect  cur¬ 
rent  U.S.  coinage.  In  1905,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Bowers,  Brand  purchased  15  com¬ 
plete  Proof  sets  from  cent  through  half  dol¬ 
lar,  10  separate  silver  Proof  sets,  20  Proof 
quarter  eagles  ($2.50  gold  pieces),  plus  sev¬ 
eral  Proof  half  eagle,  eagle  and  double 
eagle  gold  coins. 

In  1909,  he  purchased  500  Uncirculated 

1908- S  Indian  cents  and  300  Uncirculated 

1909- S  Indian  cents,  plus  literally  hundreds 
of  other  Uncirculated  coins  from  the  New 
Orleans  and  San  Francisco  mints. 

Brand  also  bought  commemorative 
coins  in  boxcar  lots  —  among  them  five  cop¬ 
per-framed  Panama-Pacific  Exposition 
sets,  dozens  of  Panama-Pacific  half  dollars 
and  quarter  eagles  and  more  than  160 
Panama-Pacific  gold  dollars.  Other 
commemoratives  he  purchased  in  bulk  in¬ 
cluded  75  1920  Pilgrim  halves,  80  1920 
Maine  halves,  100  1921  Missouri  2^4 
halves  and  50  1925  Fort  Vancouver  pieces. 

Brand  was  active  in  several  local  coin 
clubs,  including  the  Chicago  Numismatic 
Society  and  later  the  Chicago  Coin  Club. 
He  attended  many  meetings,  held  various 
offices  and  often  displayed  examples  from 
his  fabulous  collection. 

He  was  not  as  active  in  national  organi¬ 
zations  such  as  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  and  let  his  membership  lapse 
after  the  unpleasant  presidential  election  of 
1909,  which  may  have  led  to  the  myth  in 


Virgil  Brand:  A  Collector  of  Legend 


by  Tom  DeLorey 


luno-Julv  2(XH)/  K/;rr  Cam  Rtviar  #1  vs 


* 


Virgil  Brand:  A  Collector  of  Legend 


by  Tom  DeLorey 


later  generations  that  Brand  was  something 
of  a  recluse.  This  simply  was  not  true. 


By  1932,  the  animosity  between  the 
brothers  grew  to  the  point  that  it  finally  was 


ornec  or 


Virgil  M.  Brand, 

*•90  ClOTON  AVI 


The  Passing  of  Brand 

He  turned  ill  in  early  1926, 
and  died  at  home  on  June  20th 
of  that  year  from  a  long-stand¬ 
ing  heart  condition.  No  will 
was  found  in  his  crowded 
apartment,  and  in  subsequent 
years  vague  charges  were  mut¬ 
tered  that  one  or  the  other  of 
his  two  surviving  brothers, 

Horace  and  Armin  Brand,  had 
formulated  the  disappearance 
of  Virgil's  will  to  keep  from  be¬ 
ing  cut  out  of  the  estate.  The 
numismatic  collection  of  the 
century  was  about  to  become 
the  numismatic  battle  of  the 
century. 

Once  it  was  decided  that 
the  two  brothers  would  share 
the  estate  equally,  they  com¬ 
missioned  a  lengthy  inven¬ 
tory  of  it,  taken  from  the  led¬ 
ger  books.  This  produced  an 
estimate  that  the  collection 
consisted  of  361,818  coins,  of 
which  approximately  50,000 
pieces  were  gold.  Brand's  to¬ 
tal  expenditures  on  it  were  es¬ 
timated  to  range  from  about 
$1.9  million  to  $2.1  million. 

The  brothers  then  attempted 
to  sell  it  to  the  Smithsonian  In¬ 
stitution  for  $5  million  to  $6  million  — an 
enormous  sum  even  during  the  heady 
days  of  the  stock  market  bubble  of  1928. 
After  this  was  unsuccessful,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  sell  it  for  something  less  to 
John  Work  Garrett,  who  declined  the  offer 
due  to  his  having  been  appointed  to  the 
position  of  U.S.  ambassador  to  Italy.  Still 
later,  it  was  offered  to  a  mysterious  poten¬ 
tial  buyer  at  something  over  $4  million. 

Then,  in  October  of  1929,  the  stock  mar¬ 
ket  bubble  burst  and  chances  of  selling  the 
collection  intact  dropped  to  virtually  noth¬ 
ing.  However,  the  brothers  continued  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  sell  it,  in  the  meantime  depositing 
quantities  of  U.S.  gold  coins  from  the  collec¬ 
tion  into  banks  at  face  value  to  live  on. 


CXiicaao, 
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New  York. 


Burdette  G.  Johnson  — to  separate  various 
portions  of  the  collection  into  two  piles  of 
exactly  equal  value,  after  which 
the  brothers  would  flip  coins  to 
see  which  brother  got  which 
stack. 

This  led  to  the  unfortunate 
splitting  apart  of  various  sets  of 
coins,  one  for  Pile  A  and  one  for 
Pile  B,  to  the  serious  detriment  of 
the  total  value  of  the  collection. 
This  lasted  well  into  1933,  with  the 
estate  not  being  closed  until  1935. 

The  brothers  then  sold  the 
coins  piecemeal  through  various 
outlets  over  the  next  few  decades, 
until  Horace's  death  in  1962 
(Armin  had  died  in  1946). 
Armin's  remaining  coins  had 
been  passed  to  his  daughter,  and 
were  held  by  her  until  her  death 
in  1981  (the  coins  in  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  1983  auction),  while  some 
of  Horace's  coins  went  to  one  of 
his  several  ex-wives  and  the  rest 
were  sold  after  his  death. 

Thus,  the  collection  which 
took  37  years  to  build  took  57 
years  to  tear  down,  with  no  prac¬ 
tical  record  of  what  was  sold  for 
what  to  whom. 

The  reader  is  enthusiastically 
referred  to  the  Bowers  book  for  a 
much  more  complete  account  of 
Virgil  Brand's  life,  plus  a  fasci¬ 
nating  narrative  of  the  people 
agreed  to  divide  the  collection  between  and  events  of  the  rare  coin  market  in  the  de- 

them.  This  led  to  the  hiring  of  two  numis-  cades  that  Brand  was  the  largest  fish  in  that 

matic  experts  —  Henry  Chapman  and  ever-growing  pond. 


Mr.  Howland  Wood, 

The  American  Numismatic  Society, 

Broadway,  bet.  155th  and  156th  Ste 
Dear  Mr.  Wood, 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  the  13th  last  . 

I  only  regret  that  I  was  unable  to  show  you  more  things,  and  especially 
series'  in  which  you  take  a  particular  interest.  X  also  thank  you  very 
much  for  the  coins  which  you  sent  me  and  which  I  am  very  glad  to  obtain, 
and  for  your  kindness  in  securing  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  piece.  I  only  hope  that  some  time  or  other  I  may  be. able  to  re¬ 
ciprocate  and  do  something  which  will  be  in  a  slight  degree^ of  a  me 
assistance  to  you.  Please  findenclosed  Dy  check  for  #205.00  which  i 
believe  is  the  correot  sum  due  from  me.  With  kind  remembe ranees  to  Mr. 
P.ilpy  and  Mr.  Newell, 

Yours  very  truly, 


Letter  from  Virgil  M.  Brand  to  Howland  Wood,  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  New  York .  The  check  referred  to  was  payment 
for  a  60  Peso  Oaxaca  coin  of  Mexico  ($150),  23  miscellaneous  copper 
and  silver  coins  of  Oaxaca  ($25),  and  single  specimens  of  the  1916-S 
$10  and  $20  (for  face  value ).  Howland  Woods  earlier  noted  in  part: 
"J  want  to  tell  you  how  much  I  enjoyed  visiting  you  the  other  day, 
and  it  was  a  real  treat  to  talk  coins  and  see  some  of  your  recent 
accessions."  1  trust  sometime  I  will  be  able  to  see  more  of  your  pieces, 
and  hope  for  you,  if  you  could  make  your  home  in  New  York  soon, 
and  especially  up  here  at  the  Society. 


Modern-Day  Treasure  Hunt  -  Update  II 


If  you  are  a  constant  reader  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  you  may  have  noticed 
our  comments  about  a  coin  treasure  we 
have  been  seeking.  We  have  a  very  nice 
19th-century  account  of  the  cache,  but 
now  we  have  to  see  what  its  hiding  place 
looks  like  today.  Well,  the  S.S.  Central 
America  coin  activity  continues  to  side¬ 
track  us,  and  we  still  have 
not  completed  our  report,  — 
nor  have  we  met  with  the  f.  „ 

_ 


owner  of  the  property  to  see  if  we  can  do 
some  exploring  or 
poking  around. 

Stay  tuned. 


Q 


S 


(t*r 


June  July  2fXH )/Harc  Com  Review  #133 


It 


What  They  Are  Saying! 

Review  from  the  Nautical  Research  Journal ,  March  2000: 

The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 
Her  Life  and  Loss,  1850-1865 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Far  from  being  the  standard  coffee- 
table  book  normally  associated  with  trea¬ 
sure  salvage,  Q.  David  Bowers'  The  Trea¬ 
sure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  is  an  ex¬ 
cellently  researched,  extremely  thorough 
account  of  a  unique  historical  event  and 
the  circumstances  surrounding  it.  It  is  a 
finely  detailed  story,  worth  far  more  as  a 
source  of  pure  historical  information  than 
as  an  account  of  treasure  hunting  and 
undersea  derring-do. 

Commencing  his  narrative  just  prior 
to  the  1848  discovery  of  gold  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  the  author  carefully  and  painstak¬ 
ingly  describes  the  effects  of  the  find  on 
the  social,  economic,  and  demographic 
aspects  of  not  only  California,  but  also 
the  rest  of  the  nation.  Using  an  impres¬ 
sive  array  of  primary  source  material, 
Bowers  presents  an  intriguing  account 
of  the  times  and  trials  of  the  Forty-Niners, 
largely  through  the  eyes  of  those  who 
were  there.  He  describes  the  effects  of 
the  sudden  westward  migration  on  the 
transportation  industry  of  the  United 
States  with  the  same  attention  to  detail. 
The  story  of  the  Brother  Jonathan  and 
other  California  steamers  is  expertly 
woven  into  this  tapestry. 

Drawing  upon  company  records,  per¬ 
sonal  accounts,  and  contemporary  writ¬ 
ings  (particularly  newspapers).  Bowers 
presents  a  detailed  account  of  the  Brother 
Jonathan's  activities  from  the  time  of  her 
building,  including  her  15  years  of  service 
on  both  coasts  of  the  United  States,  her 
various  overhauls,  sales,  name  changes, 
and  so  forth  —  all  within  the  context  of  the 
history  of  her  time. 

Bowers  is  an  owner  of  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  the  numismatic 


firm  selected  to  handle  the  coins  recov¬ 
ered  from  the  Brother  Jonathan  by  the  sal¬ 
vage  partnership  of  Deep  Sea  Research, 
Inc.  Consequently,  and  not  surprisingly, 
the  book  contains  a  significant  amount  of 
information  on  various  coins,  medals,  and 
tokens  of  the  time,  with  several  chapters 
wholly  devoted  to  numismatic  topics.  He 
does  not,  however,  limit  his  descriptions 
to  articles  recovered  from  the  ship.  In¬ 
stead,  the  reader  is  provided  with  mean¬ 
ingful  data  on  a  variety  of  items  relating 
to  California  and  United  States  history, 
all  presented  within  whatever  historical 
context  is  being  discussed. 

Bowers  rather  matter-of-factly  pre¬ 
sents  the  entire  history  of  the  salvage 
venture  from  1988  to  1997  in  the  last  three 
chapters.  Readers  looking  for  dramatic 
tales  of  swaggering  treasure  hunters  and 
death-defying  dives  to  recover  sunken 
loot  will  be  quite  disappointed.  After  a 
brief  discussion  of  shipwreck  salvage  in 
general,  Bowers  describes  the  formation 
of  Deep  Sea  Research,  Inc.,  and  discusses 
its  short  history,  company  problems,  and 
difficulties  in  dealing  with  the  state  of 
California.  This  description  is  followed 
by  a  chapter  detailing  day  by  day  the  1996 
diving  season  and  the  initial  discovery  of 
the  site.  The  story  of  the  1997  diving  sea¬ 
son,  which  produced  the  vast  majority  of 
the  artifacts  so  far  recovered,  constitutes 
the  final  chapter  of  the  book. 

The  author  is  to  be  commended  on  his 
work.  If  it  has  a  weak  point,  it  is  the  final 
chapters,  which,  while  interesting,  appear 
to  lack  some  of  the  detail  of  the  rest  of  the 
book.  Otherwise,  The  Treasure  Ship  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan  is  a  well-written  and  highly 
detailed  source  of  historical  information. 


The  author  has  gone  to  great  lengths  to 
give  an  accurate  account  of  the  ship  and 
the  historical  period  in  which  she  existed. 
In  this  he  has  succeeded  admirably. 
-JAMES  R.  REEDY,  JR. 

Morehead  City,  North  Carolina 
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Interesting  and  Useful 

Books  For  Sale! 


All  at  Discount  Prices! 

Knowledge  is  your  key  to  profit! 


Dear  Friends, 

We  just  received  this  letter  from  one  of 
our  good  customers,  and  I  couldn't  wait 
to  share  it  with  you.  Thank  you  B.K.  for 
your  kind  words  as  we  reprint  with  your 
permission  this  note: 

Dear  Dave, 

1  haven't  written  a  fan  letter  since 
January  of  1964,  when  1  wrote  to  Ringo 
Starr  in  England.  (He  never  replied!) 

We  recently  got  Internet  e-mail  here 
at  work,  and  I  just  wanted  to  write  and 
tell  you  how  much  I  have  been  enjoying 
your  books.  These  have  included  your 
"Companion"  series,  the  encyclopedia 
on  gold  coins,  your  book  on  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  cents,  and  many  others.  I've 
just  devoured  them  all! 

I'm  50  years  old  now.  I  collected 
coins  in  the  Pittsburgh  area  during  the 
mid-'50s  to  early  '60s,  and  did  a  few 
more  things  in  the  late  70s  and  early 
'80s,  (before  kids). 

Now,  in  my  late 
middle  age  (sometimes 
I  feel  it's  early  old  age), 

I've  turned  back  to  my 
collection  and  I'm  re¬ 
ally  getting  a  lot  out  of 
the  hobby  in  this  stage 
of  my  life. 

I'm  really  glad  I 
kept  all  of  the  items  my 
dad  and  I  collected  in 
the  '50s.  Memorable  is  a 
nice  VF  1798  large  cent 
which  he  bought  for  me 
in  the  mid-50s  for  about 
four  bucks!  I'm  so  glad 
I  hung  on  to  it,  now 
that  I  have  a  son  who  is  beginning  an  in¬ 
terest  in  coins,  fueled  by  the  new  state 
quarter  designs. 

Now,  back  at  it,  with  more  money 
than  when  I  was  younger,  although  I 
spend  it  very  carefully,  I  have  found  the 


advice  in  your  books  to  be  very  helpful. 

I  particularly  enjoy  your  reminiscences 
of  your  early  days  as  a  dealer  and  the 
help  and  encouragement  you  received 
from  your  mentors  in  numismatics.  I've 
met  dealers  who  are  very  helpful  and  a 
pleasure  to  work  with,  and  unfortu¬ 
nately  some  who  are  so  arrogant  that 
they  wouldn't  give  you  the  time  of  day 
or  discuss  a  coin  purchase  until  you've 
laid  several  thousand  on  their  table. 
Happily,  these  are  in  the  minority,  and 
there  are  many  more  of  the  former! 

You  should  be  very  proud  of  your  sig¬ 
nificant  contributions  to  the  field  —  keep 
the  books  coming!  If  you  have  any  ad¬ 
vice  on  forming  a  type  set  of  United 
States  coins  including  the  gold,  I  would 
like  to  have  you  share  your  thoughts. 

Thank  you  again. 

[B.K.] 

And  we  do  intend  to  keep  the  books 
coming!  As  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  issue,  Dave  is 
working  on  a  fabulous 
eight-volume  set  on  the 
gold  series.  The  large, 
impressive,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  important 
work  on  1793-1814 
cents  by  Walter  Breen, 
edited  by  Mark  R. 
Borckardt,  is  nearing 
completion.  Dan 

Owens'  encyclopedic 
directory  of  California 
coiners  and  assayers  is 
also  nearly  ready  for 
the  press  (we  expect  to 
be  making  a  pre-publication  offer  soon; 
this  particular  book  is  being  co-pub- 
lished  with  Stack's). 

Dave's  by-now  "old  standard"  book, 
American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  has 


been  selling  very  well  of  late  — probably 
because  it  contains  lots  of  information  on 
the  gold  coins  and  other  treasure  lost 
aboard  the  S.S.  Central  America  on  Sep¬ 
tember  12, 1857  (this  in  addition  to  facts, 
stories,  exciting  adventures,  and  more, 
about  hundreds  of  other  hoards).  Just  the 
other  day  a  producer  and  film  crew  from 
the  Discover y  Channel  camped  on  our  pre¬ 
mises  for  a  day  and  interviewed  Dave 
about  the  Central  America  and  other 
finds.  The  producer,  having  seen  a  copy 
of  the  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 
book,  bought  a  plane  ticket  and  came 
2,500  miles  from  California  to  be  here! 
Truly,  this  particular  book  is  a  great 
"read,"  and  if  you  do  not  have  a  copy, 
you  might  want  to  order  one  today. 

Every  book  is  offered  at  a  discount  — 
not  just  ones  "on  the  front  counter"  or  on 
some  small  list.  Buy  up  to  $100  worth  of 
books,  list  price,  and  take  a  10%  discount. 
Buy  $100.01  or  more  list  price  and  take  a 
20%  discount!  These  are  all  fresh,  mint- 
new  copies,  not  "remainders"  or  "sec¬ 
onds."  This  is  our  way  of  helping  you 
build  a  nice  library  about  coins  — one  that 
will  give  you  endless  enjoyment  and  a 
great  deal  of  profitable  knowledge. 

In  the  pages  to  follow  1  describe 
many  fabulous  books  ready  for  your 
reading  pleasure.  Give  me  a  call,  credit 
card  in  hand,  and  let  me  know  the  titles 
you  want.  I  will  calculate  your  best 
price  and  discount  and  speed  your  or¬ 
der  off  to  you. 


Happy  reading! 
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United  States  Numismatic  Literature 
Vol.  II:  20th-Century  Auction 
Catalogues 
By  John  W.  Adams 

An  impressive  reference  book.  The 
author  has  studied  sales  held  by  major 
U.S.  auction  firms  of  the  1900-1950  era. 
418  pages. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAD-724. 

List  S125.00 


Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 
By  David  Akers 

Much  worthwhile  informa¬ 
tion  about  Saint-Gaudens  and 
Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and  $20  gold 
coins.  184  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAK-749. 
List  S19.95 


Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  the  interested 
collector  needs  to  know  about 
half  dimes.  168  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105. 
List  S29.95 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


American  Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Twenty-two  chapters  are 
filled  with  stories  of  treasures 
hidden,  lost,  found,  and  some 
waiting  to  be  found.  456  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404. 
List  559.95 


Thf  ANA  Centennial 
History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  two-volume  book  on  the 
history  of  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  from 
1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-710. 
List  5159.00 
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American  Numismatics  Before 
the  Civil  War,  1760-1860 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book,  emphasizing  the 
story  of  Augustus  B.  Sage,  will 
give  you  an  "I  am  there"  feeling 
for  the  early  days  of  American 
numismatics.  432  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 


Publications  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 

From  the  illustrious  series  of  monographs 
relating  to  the  "Coinage  of  the  Americas  Confer¬ 
ence"  held  each  year  in  New  York  City  by  the 
ANS,  each  volume  is  superb,  contains  the  work  of 
many  authors,  is  excellently  illustrated,  and  will 


be  a  fine  addition  to  any  library. 


Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-405. 
List  $89.95 


A  Buyer's  and  Enthusiast's 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Meet  every  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  cent  in  the  pages  of  this 
fascinating  book  which,  if  you 
read  it,  will  make  you  an  expert. 
541  pages,  illustrated. 


A  BuvvrN  and 
Enthusutst'y  Guide 


Flviiix  Mill 

Indian  Cents 


IJy  ty  David  Bowes* 


Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-311. 


List  $45.00 


A  Buyers'  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Second  Edition.  A  treasure 
trove  of  information  on  these 
popular  series.  1997  prices  for 
every  date  and  mintmark.  304 
pages,  illustrated 
Softbound.  Stock  No.BBM-402. 


List  519.95 


Collecting  Coins  and 
Making  Money,  A  Peek  at 
the  19th  Century 
Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
In  this  delightful  book  we 
have  reprinted  some  of  our  fa¬ 
vorite  articles  from  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury.  A  lot  of  fun,  informative 
reading.  192  pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-401. 


List  $29.95 


Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  one-of-a-kind  resource. 
Multiple  pages  on  every  classic 
commemorative  coin  and  previ¬ 
ously  unpublished  information 
about  rarity,  market  analyses,  etc.! 

768  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308.  List  $39.95 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308A.  List  $49.95 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Bj  Q  Bavid  Bowers 


America's  Silver  Coinage 

1794-1891 

Cloth  hardbound,  210 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-210. 

List  $15.00 

America's  Silver  Dollars 
Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg 
Cloth  hardbound,  127 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-211. 

List  $25.00 

America's  Gold  Coinage 
Edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf 
Cloth  hardbound,  132 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-212. 

List  $15.00 

The  Token:  America's  Other 
Money 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Doty 
Cloth  hardbound,  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-213. 

List  $25.00 

Coinage  of  the  American 
Confederation  Period 
Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman 
Cloth  hardbound,  346 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-214. 

List  $25.00 

America's  Large  Cent 
Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeburg 
Cloth  hardbound,  190 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-215. 

List  $25.00 


Coinage  of  the  American 
Confederation  Period 


Large  Cent 
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Encyclopedia  of  Automatic 
Musical  Instruments 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

First  printed  in  1972,  this 
book  has  become  the  standard 
referenceon  old-time  automatic 
music  makers.  If  you  like  music 
or  nostalgia,  you'll  love  this 
book.  1,008  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-802. 

List  $89.95 


Money  of  the  American 
Colonies  and  Confederation 
By  Philip  L.  Mossman 

A  superb  study,  separately 
published  by  the  ANS,  and  an 
ideal  companion  to  Sylvesters. 
Crosby's  Early  Coins  of  A  tnerica. 
312  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMO-200. 

I  isl  $100.1)0 


MONKY 


If  four  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  In  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals 
over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 
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Take  advantage  off  our  special  discounts  on  these  great  books! 


U.S.  Coins  by  Design  Types: 
An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Valuable  for  the  type  col¬ 
lector.  248  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-307. 

List  $9.95 


The  Rare  Silver  Dollars 
Dated  1804  and  the  Exciting 
Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Take  a  ride  on  the  U.S.S.  Pea¬ 
cock  as  it  delivers  the  “King  of 
Coins"  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat. 
Includes  over  1 00  biographies  of 
numistmatists  and  particulars 
about  each  1804  Silver  Dollar. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM407.  List  $69.95 


U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 
By  Q.  David  Boivers 

All  U.S.  coppers  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  detail.  176  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-302. 

List  $9.95 


The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated 
vessel,  its  loss  and  recovery, 
plus  stories  of  the  Gold  Rush  in 
San  Francisco  and  a  history  of 
the  San  Francisco  Mint.  416 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-406. 


List  $69.95 


U.S.  3<  and  5C  Pieces:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 
By  Q.  David  Bolters 

An  inside  view  of  these 
series.  168  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-303. 

List  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 
An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  definitive  work  on  Ameri¬ 
can  gold  coins.  When  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  James  Baker  wanted 
to  know  about  gold  coins,  he  con¬ 
sulted  this  book  Award  winner. 
415  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135. 


List  $57.95 


The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Covers  all  American  series 
from  colonials  to  territorial  gold, 
half  cents  to  $20  gold.  Equiva¬ 
lent  to  a  university  course  in 
coins.  572  pages,  illustrated. 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


A>  Ulurttatcd  by  the 
Garrett  Collection 
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Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-130. 


List  $59.95 


Virgil  Brand: 

The  Man  and  His  Era, 

Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Boivers 

This  award-winning  volume 
details  the  almost  unbelievable  life 
of  Virgil  Brand  who  assembled 
the  largest  coin  collection  of  all 
time.  248  pages,  illustrated. 


Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-140. 


List  $29.00 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

King  of  Coins 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  book  chroni¬ 
cling  the  life  of  this  magnificent 
collector  and  his  fascinating  col¬ 
lection  which,  when  sold,  real¬ 
ized  $44  million!  176  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated.  Second  printing. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-146A. 
List  $62.50 


Waterford  Water  Cure 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  arcane,  but  fascinating 
inquiry  into  counterstamped 
coins.  If  you  buy  this  book  and 
don't  enjoy  it,  let  Dave  know 
within  30  days,  a  refund  will  be 
sent,  and  you  can  keep  the  book 
free!  224  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM422. 
List  $49.95 
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Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

A  Collectors  Universe™  Company 

P.O.  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Toll  Free:  1-800-4584646 
In  New  Hampshire:  569-5095 
Fax:  1-603-569-5319 


Visit  us  on  the  worldwide  web  at 

www.bowersandmerena.coni 


Walter  Breen's  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

The  master  source,  the  foun¬ 
tainhead  of  information  gath¬ 
ered  over  a  long  period  of  years 
by  oneof  America's  most  highly 
acclaimed  numismatic  re¬ 
sea  rchers .  754  pages,  ill  ustra  ted . 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764. 
List:  $125.00 


-  NUMISMATIC  - 


—  FOR  SALE!  — 


Numismatist's 

"Companion" 

Books 

Each  book  in  the  "Companion"  series  isedited 
by  QDB  and  contains  interesting  articles  by  vari¬ 
ous  authors.  Delightful  and  informative  reading. 
Softbound,  5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches. 


Numismatist's 

Countryside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-207. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist's 
Bedside 
Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-200. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist's 
Downtown 
Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-208. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist's 

Lakeside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-202. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist's 

Topside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-209. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist's 
Traveling 
Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-210. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist's 

Weekend 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-206. 
List  $12.95 


If  your  book  order  totals  op  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals 
over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 
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The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 
Edited  by  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  & 
Michael  Hodder 

A  companion  to  the  two- 
volume  ANA  History.  Special¬ 
ized  research  articles  by  some 
of  the  hobby's  leading  figures. 
372  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-711. 


List  $65.00 


The  Soho  Mint  &  the 
Industrialization  of  Money 
By  Dr.  Richard  Doty 

If  you  know  about  the 
Soho  Mint  then  this  book  is  a 
"must  have."  If  you  don't 
know  about  it,  that  is  all  the 
more  reason  to  order  a  copy! 
254  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BDO-505. 
List  $75.00 


Complete  Guide  to 
Certified  Barber  Coinage 

By  David  and  John 
Feigenbaum 

An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins 
of  all  three  Barber  series;  the 
dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars 
1892-1916. 160  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750. 

List  $35.00 


The  Authoritative  Reference 
on  Three  Cent  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Edward 
Fletcher 

The  only  reference  available 
dealing  solely  with  this  19th  cen¬ 
tury  denomination.  If  you  have 
even  one  nickel  three-cent  piece, 
this  book  will  aid  in  your  appre¬ 
ciation  of  it.  160  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFL-300.  List  $37.95 

Treasure  Hunting 
Liberty  Head  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Bill  Van 
Note 

This  book  will  make  attri¬ 
bution  of  your  Liberty  Head 
nickel  varieties  a  breeze!  130 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFL-301. 

List  $29.95 
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Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  f.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to 
this  popular  series  by  an  ac¬ 
knowledged  expert  (whose  ref¬ 
erence  collection  we  had  the 
honor  of  showcasing  at  auc¬ 
tion  a  few  years  ago) .  1 75  pages, 
illustrated. 


Standing 

Liberty 

Quarters 


Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-700. 
List  $24.95 


The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar 
Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys 

By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D  and 
]eff  Oxman 

A  synopsis  of  the  top  100  most 
popular  Morgan  dollar  varieties. 

Excellent  for  those  who  wish  to 
"cherrypick"  for  valuable  die  vari¬ 
eties.  137  pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFE-300.  List  $24.95 
Leatherette.  Stock  No.  BFE-301.  List  $24.95 
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•  The  Top  100 

m  Morgan  Dollar  Varieties: 

•  The  VAM  Keys 
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Micha.1  V  try,  ItOI 
•od  J.fl  Ounan 


Paper  Money  of  the 
United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 
With  additions  and  revisions  by 
Ira  S.  and  Arthur  L.  Friedberg 
The  essential  work  for  any¬ 
one  interested  in  United  States 
currency. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BFR-105. 


List  $35.00 


The  Smart  Collector 
By  the  Editors  of  Coin  World 
A  handy  commentary.  Gen¬ 
eral  information  is  given  con¬ 
cerning  each  design,  followed 
by  "What  Will  It  Cost?"  (a  com¬ 
mentary  on  the  cost  of  forming 
a  collection  of  the  specialty)  and 
"FastFacts"  (basic  information). 
254  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCW-700. 


Q> inWbridf.. 


United  States  Coins 


List  $22.00 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 
By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

One  of  the  greatest  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatic  books,  this  vol¬ 
ume  appeared  in  1875  and  has 
never  been  superseded.  Stan¬ 
dard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American  coins.  378 
pages,  illustrated.  Durst  reprint. 


Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271. 


List  $45.00 


America's  Money 
America's  Story 
By  Richard  Doty 

Experience  the  fascinating 
evolution  of  America's  mon¬ 
etary  system  from  one  of  the 
most  respected  numismatic 
scholars  in  the  world.  Book  of 
the  Year  at  the  1998  ANA  Con¬ 
vention.  244  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BIX)- 500. 

List  $34.95 


Bill  Fivaz's  Counterfeit 
Detection  Guide 
By  Bill  Fivaz 

A  handy  pocket-sized  refer¬ 
ence,  designed  to  enable  you  to 
recognize  genuine  pieces,  with 
the  potential  to  save  (or  make) 
you  money  when  purchasing.  52 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BF1-115. 

List  $10.00 


Cherrypickers'  Pocket  Guide, 
Top  150 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton 
The  150  most  interesting 
varieties  described  in  a  handy, 
spiral-bound  volume  that  will 
fit  in  a  coat  pocket.  220  pages, 
illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-114. 
List  $19.95 


TTTTTTTTTTT1 


THE  CHERRYPICKERS'  POCKET  GUIDE 
TOP  150 


»r  fivaz  a  stanto* 


Helpful  Hints  For  Enjoying 
Coin  Collecting 
By  Bill  Fivaz 

Bill  shares  over  50  years  of 
experience,  providing  the 
reader  the  information,  advice, 
and  skills  needed  to  have  fun 
in  coin  collecting.  120  pages, 
illustrated. 


Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-120. 
List  $15.95 


Bowers  and  Merena's  Little  Editions 

A  series  of  monographs 
on  a  variety  of  coin-related 
topics,  from  famous  figures 
to  studies  on  popular  series 
to  investigative  reports. 


A  Curious  Thievery  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint 
By  A. L.  Drummond 
Stock  No.  BLE-501. 

List  $5.95 


A  Review  of  the  Com¬ 
memorative  Coin  Market 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Stock  No.  BLE-502. 

List  $5.95 

The  Curious  Case  of  the 
Coin  Collectors  Kline 
By  Dr.  ]oel  /.  Orosz,  NLG 
Stock  No.  BLE-503. 

List  $5.95 


Woodward's  Sale  of  the 
John  F.  McCoy  Collection 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Stock  No.  BLE-504. 

List  $5.95 


If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals 
over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 
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The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  Greer 

A  must-have  volume  for 
anyone  interested  in  Liberty 
Seated  dimes.  Each  date  and 
mintmark  is  covered,  includ¬ 
ing  grading,  major  variety 
analysis,  history,  and  scarcity. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BGR-222. 
List  $36.95 


Longacre's  Two-Cent  Piece: 
1864  Attribution  Guide 
By  Frank  Leone 

Every  idiosyncracy  of  the 
two-cent  piece  has  been  studied 
by  this  well-known  author.  Of¬ 
fers  hours  of  enjoyment  attrib- 
utingyourcollection.  248  pages. 


Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BLE-440. 


List  $24.95 


UnfKR »  T*w-Ccm  I'lbc 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United 
States  Commemorative  Coins 
By  Michael  ].  Hodder  and  Q. 
David  Bowers 

A  fact-filled  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-309. 

List  $14.95 


Guide  'elJ.S. 
Commemorative 


COINS 


Michael  J.  Hodder 
Q  David  Bowers 


Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837 

By  Russell  ].  Logan  and  John  IV. 
McCloskey 

A  great  new  reference  by 
two  of  numismatics'  most  ac¬ 
complished  authors  packed 
with  information  on  this  obscure 
but  fascinating  series.  293  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRL-100. 


List  $75.00 


-  NUMISMATIC  - 


—  FOR  SALE!  — 


United  States  Copper  Cents 

1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

The  standard  reference 
book  on  d  ie  varieties  of  copper 
cents  of  the  period.  312  pages, 
illustrated  with  line  cuts. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-798. 
List  $50.00 


The  Norweb  Collection: 

An  American  Legacy 
By  Michael  J.  Hodder 
&  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-145. 


List  $29.95 


Rare  Coin  Review  1969-1994: 
An  Annotated  Index  of  the 
First  100  Issues 

By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector's  guide  to  the 
title  subject.  (Thanks,  Ken,  for 
writing  this!)  93  pages. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BMT-100. 
List  $19.95 


U.S.  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 
By  Andrew  IV.  Pollock  III 
Foreumd  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Standard  work  on  the  se¬ 
ries,  with  much  information, 
price  data,  etc.,  not  available  in 
any  other  volume.  Award  win¬ 
ner.  A  must  for  every  advanced 
library.  524  pages,  illustrated. 


Hardbound.  Stock  No.BPO-100.  List  $79.00 


Investing,  Collecting  & 
Trading  in  Certified 
COMMEMORATIVES 
By  Harry  Laibstain 

A  guide  to  market  avail¬ 
ability  of  various  issues  in  vari¬ 
ous  grades. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851A. 


List  $50.00 


Mason's  Stamp  &  Coin 
Collector's  Magazine 
First  ever  reprint  of  the 
periodicals  of  E.  Locke  Ma¬ 
son,  rare  coin  dealer  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  Boston  in  the 
19th  century.  Great  reading 
for  the  numismatic  buff. 
Hardbound  — 3  Volumes. 

Stock  No.  BMA-600. 

List  $240.00 


The  Early  Paper  Money  of 
America 

By  Eric  P.  Newman 

The  source  for  early 
American  paper  money  col¬ 
lectors  including  comprehen¬ 
sive  information  on  ever}'  is¬ 
sue.  480  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-500. 


List  $75.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 
By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to 
know  about  this  series.  Highly 
acclaimed  and  with  enough 
information  for  two  books!  392 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-107. 


mt  COMPUTE  OUIDT  TO 


LINCOLN 

CENTS 


List  $43.95 


The  Half  Cent  Die  State 
Book  1793-1857 

By  Ronald  P.  Manley,  Ph.D. 

A  comprehensive  study 
of  half  cent  die  varieties  dis¬ 
cussing  identification,  chro¬ 
nology,  and  rarity.  300  pages, 
illustrated. 


Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMA-850. 


List  $75.00 


Earla  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on 
the  series,  a  "must-have”  book. 
Photographs  of  die  varieties  in¬ 
clude  new  discover}’  pieces  en¬ 
larged  two  diameters.  71 0  pages. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV-100. 
List  $59.95 


non  a* 


iM«im 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Quarters 
By  David  Lawrence 

An  passport  for  collecting 
and  enjoying  the  series.  1  low  rare 
is  it?  What  are  some  of  the  char¬ 
acteristics  of  the  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  die?  These  questions  and 
more  are  answered  inthisguide. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  B LA-1 09. 

List  $29.95 


BARBER 


QUARTERS 


The  Gobrecht  Journal, 

Collective  Vol.  4 
Edited  by  Dr.  John  IV.  McCloskey 
A  collection  of  articles  from  re¬ 
cent  years  from  the  journal  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club.  Full 
of  research  information,  market  data, 
collecting  insights,  and  more.  600 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BGO-300. 

List  $44.00 


United  States  Clad  Coinage 
By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  dis¬ 
cusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new 
clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues  and  dates. 
174  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-511. 

List  $12.95 


If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals 
over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 
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Coin  Lore 

By  Gerald  Tebbens 

Collected  essays  by  this 
popular  Coin  Lore  columnist. 
Easy,  informative  reading  on 
about  as  many  various  sub¬ 
jects  as  there  are  chapters  in 
the  book:  42.  224  pages. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTE-800. 

List  $22.00 


PENNY  WHIMSY 


Penny  Whimsy 
By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine 
Durst ,  the  first  in  the  American 
series  to  combine  detailed  nu¬ 
mismatic  die  descriptions  with 
history,  collecting  information, 
and  opinions,  a  delightful  mix¬ 
ture.  340  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSH-100. 
List  $50.00 


Medallic  Portraits  of 
Washington 

By  Russell  Rulau  &  George  Fuld 
This  second  edition  covers 
Washington  coins,  medals,  to¬ 
kens,  plaques,  and  badges  issued 
from  1783  to  present,  with  pho¬ 
tos,  descriptions,  and  pricing  in 
three  grades.  432  pages,  ill. 


Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-555. 


List  $34.95 


U.S.  Error  Note  Encyclopedia 
By  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 

This  book  illustrates  many 
different  types  of  currency  er¬ 
rors.  A  great  guide  for  answer¬ 
ing  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors  and  giv¬ 
ing  a  view  of  market  values.  431 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BSU-300. 
List  $32.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Franklin  Half  Dollars 
By  Rick  Tomaska 

The  first  book  devoted 
solely  to  the  Franklin  half  dol¬ 
lar  series.  Includes  date-by-date 
analysis,  plus  grading  informa¬ 
tion,  rarity  estimates,  and  more. 
240  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTO-100. 


List  $19.95 


Standard  Catalog  of  U.S. 

Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 

Contains  thousands  of 
listings  and  photographs,  rar¬ 
ity  ratings,  and  just  about  ev¬ 
erything  else  you  need  to 
know  to  buy,  sell,  collect,  en¬ 
joy,  and  appreciate  United 
States  tokens. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-725.  List  $47.95 


UNITED  SIATES  X 

TOKENS 


1700*1900 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver 
&  Gold  Commemorative 
Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter 
Breen 

An  updated  version  of  this 
well-known  and  highly  re¬ 
garded  classic.  386  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSW-742. 
List  $29.95 


Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading 
and  Counterfeit  Detection 

Edited  by  Scott  A.  Trailers 
Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Explains  and  illustrates  the  stan¬ 
dards  for  grading  Mint  State  coins, 
plus  information  on  counterfeits, 
forgery,  cleaning,  and  more.  324 
pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRH-200. 


List  $29.95 


Photograde 
By  fames  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  grad¬ 
ing  guide  by  the  ANA.  Tidbit: 
At  one  time  this  was  the  most- 
requested  book  in  the  Detroit 
Public  Library  system.  It  is  true! 
Now  in  its  18th  edition,  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRU-414. 


The  Standard  Guide  to  the 
Lincoln  Cent 
By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

This  fourth  edition  is 
packed  with  new,  updated  in¬ 
formation  on  every  coin  in  the 
series.  Over  300  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 


Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-404. 


List  $24.95 


Scott  Travers'  Top  88  Coins 
Over  $100 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  book  draws  a  roadmap 
detailing  both  the  hits  and  the 
misses  — the  coins  that,  in  his 
opinion,  represent  good  values 
or  that  you  should  steer  clear  of. 
134  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTR-950. 


TOp 


COWS 

$100 


“  MU  Ml  mi 


List  $12.95 


List  $11.95 


Something  Different! 

For  your  listening  pleasure  we  offer  you  An  Evening 
at  the  Home  of  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  a  two-CD  set  recorded  by 
Joe  Cimino  featuring  melodies  on  the  "Mighty 
Wurlitzer"  theatre  pipe  organ.  Lean  back  in  your  favor¬ 
ite  chair,  close  your  eyes,  and  get  set  to  enjoy  old-time 
melodies,  including  several  performances  once  heard 
by  famous  film  producer  Cecil  B.  DeMille.  We  guaran¬ 
tee  you  the  best  part  of  two  hours  of  fun  and  enjoyment 
with  this  purchase. 

Stock  No.  BCD-1.  List  $24.95 


the  Hemecj  Cedi  OeMill 
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Comprehensive  Catalog  and 
Encyclopedia  of  Morgan 
and  Peace  Dollars 
By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 

A.  George  Mallis 

A  brand  new  edition  of 
this  popular  book.  534  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BVA-710. 
List  $79.95 


The  Kennedy 
Half  Dollar  Book 
By  Janies  Wiles,  Ph.D. 

Covers  hundreds  of  die  va¬ 
rieties,  including  repunched 
mintmarks,  die  modifications, 
major  die  breaks,  pricing  and 
rarity,  plus  helpful  hints  for 
cherrypicking.  316  pages,  ill. 
Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BYVI-202. 
List  $40.00 


The  Best  of  The  Washington 
Quarter  Doubled  Die  Varieties 
By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 
Features  139  of  the  most  de¬ 
sirable  Washington  quarter 
doubled  dies  with  detailed  de¬ 
scriptions,  cross-reference  infor¬ 
mation,  values,  rarity,  and  more. 
186  pages,  illustrated. 


Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BWE-825. 
List  $39.95 


The  Washington  Quarter 
Dollar  Book:  An  Attribution 
and  Pricing  Guide 
By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D. 

An  must  for  the  specialist 
and  the  serious  or  beginning 
variety  collector.  Each  variety  is 
listed  with  all  you  need  for  en¬ 
joyable  and  accurate  attribution. 
240  pages,  illustrated. 


Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-400.  List  $40.00 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Dahlonega  Mint 
By  Douglas  Winter 

Focuses  on  gold  coins 
struck  at  the  Dahlonega  Mint, 
including  availability  and  com¬ 
mentary  related  to  striking  and 
die  characteristics.  250  pages, 
illustrated. 


Softbound.  Stock  No.  BYVI-818. 
List  $25.00 


Treasure  Hunting 
Mercury  Dimes 
By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 
The  first  reference  available 
covering  a  sizable  number  of 
Mercury  dime  varieties.  Divided 
into  three  important  sections 
with  value  charts  for  all  varieties 
covered.  120  pages,  illustrated. 


Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BFL-302. 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Charlotte  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 

A  new  edition  based  on  re¬ 
search  Doug  Winter  has  done 
since  the  first  edition  was  pub¬ 
lished.  Mintage,  rarity  ratings, 
strike  information,  surfaces,  lus¬ 
tre,  die  varieties,  and  more.  220 
pages,  illustrated. 


John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
By  Stewart  Witham 

An  illustrated  biography 
which  makes  John  Reich,  de¬ 
signer  of  the  1807  Capped  Bust 
coinage,  come  alive.  48  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BW1-900 
List  $12.95 


List  $29.95 


Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-819.  List  $35.00 


Terms  of  Sale 

1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to 
5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department— TOLL-FREE  — at  800-222-5993. 
New  Hampshire  residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience.  Enclose  your 
remittance,  use  our  Collector's  Account,  or  use  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/ 
Novus  or  American  Express  (send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your 
card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list 
alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has 
been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  "same  type"  for  your  second  choice. 
We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade 
and  value  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and 
handling  for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either  through 
our  privaie  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been  previously  established. 
Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  1  %  per  month  (12% 
per  annum)  after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept, 
before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/ 
Novus  or  American  Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins 
on  approval.  We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal 
Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders  of  $500  or  more; 
just  $1 0  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason,  including  grading, 
may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS, 
NGC,  etc.  have  a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins, 
dealer-to-dealer  transactions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is 
negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by 
grading  services  must  be  returned  untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed 
holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opinion  of  the  cata¬ 
loguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a  particular  item.  All  such  terms, 


including  adjectival  and  numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money, 
are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such  adjectival  or 
numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary'  among  experts.  Further,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of 
time.  However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  from  1953)  that  our 
conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased  countless  thou¬ 
sands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process  we  have  built  probably 
the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  is  a  Collectors  Universe™  company,  as  is  PCGS. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be  otherwise  will  be 
accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option, 
without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  members  of  the 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numismatic  Association  (life 
members),  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic 
organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild 
1977-1979  and  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  1 983-1 985. 
Ray  Merena  was  president  of  the  PNG,  1995-1997.  Other  staff  members  have 
likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for  manv  vears. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the-counter  facilities. 
We  do  attend  certain  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person 
there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries 
on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed,  is  made 
concerning  the  investment  performance,  quality,  or  merchantability  of  any 
coin,  or  its  price  in  the  future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and 
demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  period  of 
time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hampshire  as  the  place  of 
venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special  offers  While  we 
have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible 
for  errors  which  may  occur. 
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Thinking  of  Selling?  Bowers  and  Merena's  SPECTACULAR 


We  sold  the  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection  specimen  of  the 
1 804  Draped  Bust  silver  dollar  for  $4,1 40,000,  the  high¬ 
est  price  paid  at  auction  for  any  rare  coin. 


We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction 
season  for  2000. ..and  especially  hope  you  will  join  us 
in  the  ANA  Sale  of  the  Millennium,  August  9-12,  in 
Philadelphia.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  let  Bowers 
and  Merena's  expertise  go  to  work  for  you!  Whether 
your  collection  is  worth  several  thousand  dollars  or 
several  million  dollars,  the  same  quality  of  presentation 
and  numismatic  expertise  that  characterized  our  past 
record-breaking  sales  will  showcase  your  coins,  sets, 
or  entire  collection.  Over  the  years  we  have  sold 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  coins,  paper 
money,  and  other  numismatic  items  for  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  consignors,  ranging  from  museums,  govern¬ 
ment  agencies,  and  institutions  to  private  collectors. 

Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash  advances  are 
available  instantly  upon  receipt  of  your  consignment. 
Simply  call  john  Pack,  our  auction  director  at  1-800- 
45Mr46,  for  complete  details,  including  our  low 
co^Kfiiion  rates.  It  may  well  be  the  most  financially 
rewarding  decision  you  have  ever  made! 


•  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection 

•  The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection 

•  The  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 

•  The  Norweb  Collection 

•  The  Garrett  Collection 

on  behalf  of  The  Johns  Hopkins  University 

•  The  Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection 

via  the  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust  Company 

•  The  Boys  Town  Collection 

•  The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 

•  The  Connecticut  State  Historical  Society 

•  And  many,  many  more!!! 


Our  Upcoming  Sales... 

May  25-26,  2000  •  New  York  City,  New  York 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection  -  Part  III 

June  22-23,  2000  •  Chicago,  Illinois 

(with  the  MidAmerica  Coin  Expo) 

August  9-12,  2000  •  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  Sale  of  the  Millennium 
Now  accepting  consignments 

October  26-28,  2000  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention) 

Now  accepting  consignments 

November  20-21,  2000  •  New  York  City,  New  York 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  Collection  -  Part  IV 

January  3,  2001  •  Orlando,  Florida 

The  Rarities  Sale 
Now  accepting  consignments. 

March  15-17,  2001  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

Now  accepting  consignments. 

Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the  next  several  years. 
January  8-9,  2002;  January  7-8,  2003;  January  6-7,  2004 


We  have  also  sold  the  second  and  third  most  valuable  rare  coins  at  auction:  the 
Eliasberg  1  804  Draped  Bust  silver  dollar  for  $1,81  5,000  and  the  Eliasberg  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickel  for  $1,485,000.  In  fact,  of  the  top  10  record  prices  realized  for  individual 
U.S.  coins  sold  at  public  auction,  we  sold  seven  of  them. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

A  Collectors  Universe  Company 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894  A 
800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319  v 

www.howersandmerena.com  •  email:  auction@bowersandmerena.com 


BOWERS  AND  MEREN A  GALLERIES 

A  Collectors  Universe  Company 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


Toll-free:  800-222-5993  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  FAX:  603-569-5319 
www.bowersandmerena.com  •  e-mail:  directsales@bowersandmerena.com 


